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Itinerary for North Cedar Historical Tour 

Community Hall Centennial year, 2022 

The information offered on the tour has been collected from several previously-published sources -

• BC and Nanaimo Archives and BC Land Titles, 

• Chronicle of Ladysmith and District, compiled by Viola Johnson-Cull 

• Black Diamond City, by Jan Peterson 

• Boss Whistle, by Lynne Bowen, 

• The 1968 Centennial Report by the Mrs. Allan Galloway and Bob Strachan of Cedar Centennial Committee 

• Farms and Folks, published by Take S. 

• Ancestry.com 

It is not intended to be a complete history 

Prologue - History of Cedar in three phases 

Pre-contact- prehistory to 1870 - when indigenous people lived in and ranged over the area, with main Snuney
muxw villages centered on Nanaimo Harbour, Newcastle Channel and Departure Bay, with at least one summer village 
at current location of Nelson Road beach. They and their neighbours, the Chemainus people, conducted widespread 
hunting and foraging over whole area. Archeological studies have identified human activity up to 5,000 years ago and 
petroglyphs indicate even earlier human activity by native people. (Hepburn Stone-see at Nanaimo Museum) 

Colonial and early development -1858 to 1950- over 80 years when colonists from Nanaimo came up the river 
and explored, and from surveying of the district in 1858-1860 and preemption of land for farming. 

All of Vancouver Island was surveyed for settlement between 1858 and 1860. The local area was divided into Cedar, 
Cranberry, Oyster and Bright. 

In 1861 the plan was for blocks of 150 acres to made available for single men and 200 acres for married men . However, 
the next year this was reduced to 100 acres and 150 acres. Claimants had to prove they had improved the land with 
fencing, drainage and cutting connecting trails. The cost of establishing a claim was $1 per acre. 

Some earlier colonists had ventured up the river from Nanaimo as early as 1863 and established claims on land which 
were later ratified in the survey process. 

Between 1863 and 1884 at least 89 claims totaling approximately 9,000 acres were sold in the Cedar district . 

Post WW2 and 1950 onward - effects of construction of MacMillan-Bloedel's Harmac pulp and paper mill, influx of 
workers who settled, and further subdivision of farm lots for housing, construction and re-routing of major roads and 
commercial development. 

Cedar pioneer settlers on the 

opening day of the new hall 

1922 



TOUR ITINERARY 

1 From Cedar Community Hall turn right on Cedar Road 

1920 - construction and opening of second Cedar Community Hall on land acquired from Maguire family (on right) 

When the hall was opened it was also commonly known as Speedway Hall, due to the long straight stretch in front 

when horse racing was often held. 

On right the junction with Yellow Point Road leading to further settlement areas to the south 

Turn right onto Woobank Road 

2 Correct name is Woobank, honouring family who settled further down the hill (will be pointed out) On right at 

Wood bank School, originally 100-acre farm of Evans family and then from 1909 the Grieve family who had orchards 

and vegetable growing. It was subdivided in the late 1960 after the death of last family member, Claris Grieve, and the 

school was built in 1999. It is now a campus for early childhood education for the SneNeyMous band. 

3 Across Herner Road road 

- on right - John and Annie 

Herner and family acquired 

100 acres in 1886 from Albert 

Fuller and drove a track from 

what is now the Mahle House 

from Cedar Road through to 

Boat Harbour. Herner was a 

blacksmith and a partner in a 

wagon-building shop on Bas

tion Street in Nanaimo, and 

had a small blacksmith shop 

on the property. They also 

ran a 15-acre dairy farm and 

grew produce where the lake is now. Mrs. Herner was 

also remembered for boarding the young women who 
Herner farm, blacksmith shop and barn 1970s 

came to the area to teach in the schools. John also contracted out selective logging on the property. Ultimately it was 

dedicated as a Provincial Park by last descendants Violet and John in 1980. 

Ahead we will make the first of two crossings of the Morden Mine historical trail, which used to be a railway from the 

mine west of the river to the loading docks at Boat Harbour. It ran from 1913 to 1921 

4 Before the trail crossing - on the left is the site of the Woobank family's home. George and Ruth Woobank were 

emigrants from Leeds, UK. And got their preemption of a half-section of 50 acres in June 1886. However, they only en

joyed the property for less than a year because on May 3 1887, George and the eldest of their six children, Copley aged 

16, who was working with his father at the coal face in the Number One mine were among 150 miners killed in the 

great mine explosion. Mrs. Woobank is believed to have subsequently married George's brother John, who took over 

responsibility for the family. 

At Holden Corso Road turn left 



5 Holden-Corso was a track cut approximately 1881 first by 

John Holden to the 100 acres on what is now Holden Lake 

where Tamagawa University campus is now. The track was 

extended by Bartolomeo Corso to his property on the wate r 

just north of Boat Harbour. 

Re cutting roads - the average road allowance was set at 

twenty feet, enough for a horse-drawn wagon. Early settlers 

had to log off the old growth trees along the road line, using 

axe and saw, and t he logs were hauled away by horse or oxen 

teams to be sawn at temporary steam-powered saw mills that 

located as activity moved around. Being first growth, the 

stumps were usually huge, and had to be blasted out with dy

namite and then burned . Then the locals had to get used to 
Typical road building crew 1920s 

driving and riding around the holes until Public Works in Victoria made an annual allocation for road improvements. 

This amounted to a gang of men with picks and shovels, and a road grading plow hauled by heavy horses straightening 

and levelling a couple of miles each summer. Blacktop paving had to wait until the late 1930's-40s. 

Road works managers included John Cairns, Alex Galloway, William McPherson and John Hill, and others. 

Crossing pulp mill water line, built around 1948-

1950 it runs approximately 12 kilometers from a 

series of wells at the Nanaimo River bridge to the 

pulp mill near Duke Point. (More on Harmac later) 

6 On the left, the Cedar High School and fields and 

the fourth Cedar School which is now the Cedar 

Heritage Centre. All the property was originally part ll-"1fj 
of the 200-acre property of Charles and James Gor

don and Mr. B. Hunter, claimed in 1863. There is a 

photograph from the period of the field as a horse

breeding ranch, horses being vital for both 

transport, farming and business. 

Turn right at the Millway Store Horse breeding Holden Corso Road 

This is MacMillan Road a new road put in by MacMillan Bloedel in 1950 to connect with the new Harmac Road serving 

the pulp mill. The original Holden Corso Road turned left here to connect to Cedar Road. Several small houses were 

built here in the late 1940s for workers on the mill and the store and gas station on the corner, was previously known 

as the Millway. More recently in 1997 the Duke Point Highway was built which further altered the road system. 

Across the Duke Point Highway and turn left 

7 On the other side of the highway is the Snuneymoux Reserve Number 4, designated with three others in Nanaimo 

in 1854 under the Douglas Treaty. The number 4 and adjoining number 3 at the mouth of the river comprise approxi

mately 265 acres, and are home to' approximately 200 people. The band has its principal Long House here, and has re

cently built a new Hea lth and Elders Centre, an independent primary school for children kindergarten to Grade 6 and a 

gas station and convenience store. 
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This is Harmac Road also built by Macmlllan Bloedel as the main route for the mill to truck their rolls of newsprint and 

bales of paper pulp to the Assembly wharf in Nanaimo. Recently they discontinued this, and shipped all the product off 

their own wharf in Northumberland Channel, by the mill. 

Pause at parking area on right before bridge 

8 This area by the bridge was actually the origin point for much of post-colonial Cedar history. Further down Raines 

Road was the site of the only coal-mining operation in Cedar, the Reserve Mine which operated from 1910 until early 

1930 and was the site of a major mining disaster in 1915 in which 22 men were killed. 

In 1862 a miner named Richard Richardson came by canoe up the river and made two homestead claims, one here to 

our right where Raines Road heads to the estuary, and another further up the river which was later taken up by the 

Haslams. He came out with his family on the Princess Royal in 1854 and was contracted as a laborer to the Hudson Bay 

Company. At about the same time, Charles York and James Gordon who came to Nanaimo after trying the gold fields, 

also explored here and the next year, 1863, they lodged claims just beyond the hill to our left and began building and 

clearing land. 

James Stove, a Hudson's Bay comany axeman and miner fol

lowed 10 years later and in 1874 took over Richardson's claim 

here and built a cabin just below here to our right. Stove helped 

build the Bastion fort, and other log buildings in Nanaimo that 

comprised most of the housing for the early colonists. That same 

year 1874 on the flats below to our right he built the first Cedar 

school, the first teacher being Emma Stark, whose family emi

grated from the US. James Stove married a Native lady named 

Margaret in 1856 and they ultimately had seven children . The 

school's first class photo shows 15 children, some of whom will 
James and Margaret Stove 

likely have been some of the five Stove children born before the 

move to Cedar. Later two of the boys, John aged 24 and Robert, aged 23, were among those killed in the Number One 

mine disaster in 1887. No trace of the house, or the school remains 

1874-75 was a historic point for Cedar as the first 

bridge was built over the river at this location. It was 

a log bridge built by contractor Daniel Ad-

ams at a cost of $4,500 which was a major 

investment for the colony and very signifi -

cant for both Cedar and Nanaimo since it 

established a road connection between 

Nanaimo to Ladysmith and south to Victo-

ria until the E&N Railway opened in 

1886. The river was well-known for winter 

flooding - in February 1877 it had risen 13 

feet in one day. Unfortunately, the bridge 

did not last long - it was swept away by a 

winter flood soon afterward, and it was not 

for another nine years that it would be re

placed. Then a steam-powered pile-driver 

Second Cedar bridge, 1892. Raines Road in background. Note the canoe 

was floated up the river to improve the bridge stability. 
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Altogether there have been five bridges across the river here, the last one being the one 

we see today that was built by the Province in association with Macmillan Bloedel in 

1950 to facilitate transport of pulp and paper from the new mill to the Assembly Wharf 

downtown. 

In this area the first Post Office and a general store were 

built by George Taylor in the early 1880s, when he also 

bought the Wheatsheaf Hotel. Then mail and supplies were 

brought out from Nanaimo up a trail from Chase River 

through the forest and ferried across the river. The current 

local post boxes are located where the old Post Office used 

to be. In those days Cedar was named as Rural Route Two 
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for mail and locals had to come to the post office to collect their mail, so it was an im-

portant community gathering place. Also, on that site in 1889 two partners, Preece and 

James, built the Red Lion brewery, and using water from the river, operated out of a 
Emma Stark first teacher at . . . . 

' large wooden building until on Christmas Eve two years later one of the partners ab-
North Cedar school d d · h h ·ii d · k b h u · B · N · Th scon e wit t e ti an 1t was ta en over y t e nion rewery in ana1mo. e area 

was later known as Stavely and has also featured a boarding house, A second Cedar school was built in Stavely and for 

a time in the 1950s the San Salvador 

holiday camp. The river frontage has 

since been integrated into the Snuney

moux Reserves. 

Across the road, the flat area was large-

ly created when the bluff was dynamit

ed and Cedar Road junction was built. It 

served as the southern landing of the 

first bridges. Until then the settlers had 

to use a canoe landing under where the 

Duke Point Highway bridge is now, and 

travel, often with oxen and drag sled, 

up the hillside on a track ending oppo

site where the United Church is now. 

Cross the road and drive up the Cedar 

Road hill 

"' 
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?"'1"r! ~North Cedar School above the Cranberry Arms 

9 The property on the left was acquired by Michael and Ann Halloran before the first bridge was opened and they 

built the Cranberry Arms Hotel here, which opened in 1880. It soon became a noted stop on the road to Victoria. 

Around the same time a bigger school was built on the hill behind the Cranberry, on the other side of where the Duke 

Point highway is now, .and then the t~ north Cedar school was built on Holden Corso in 1921. It remains as the Cedar 

Heritage Centre. As the regional population grew, other schools were built in South Cedar in 1880, North Oyster in 

1891 and East Cedar in 1896. 

Cross the Duke Point Highway overpass 



10 When the Duke Point Highway was under construction in 1997, crews blasting out the rock here found a very 

large intact fossil of a pre-historic fern leaf. Fortunately, they called the Vancouver Island University Geology depart

ment, and VIU had it trucked up to the campus where it is now on display as The Cranberry Fossil. 

We are now entering what was the 200-acre Charles York estate . York lodged his first claim here in 1863 and added to 

it over the years, eventually becoming one of the biggest land owners. Ultimately, he owned all the property along 

what is now Cedar Road from the Cranberry to the Wheatsheaf, and operated market gardens and a dairy farm on 

York Lake. Photos in the Archive show the quality and volume of the produce that he exhibited in early agricultural 

shows. The Cedar United Church, passing on the left, was built in 1921 presumably on land subdivided from the York 

estate by his children after Charles York died in 1892. 

Like James Stove, Charles York had also married a Native lady named Sarah York, and they had six children, five boys 

and a girl , who all worked on the farm in their early years. The family's ho.use and large barn remained at the lake for 

many years, and the barn was the venue for many commu

nity events before the first Cedar Institute was built. In 

1901 after the de,pth of Charles York and the subdivision of 

the estate, the eldest son Samuel replaced the original 

homestead by the lake with a large house at the top of the 

hill on what is now York Road and one of his brothers built 

t he small house at 1668 Cedar Road. They remain among 

the area's oldest buildings in continuous use. The remain

ing siblings married and moved away. 

11 On the left is the old Central Garage operated by Clar

ence Griswold from 1946 until the 1960s. The long frontage 

building behind it was originally intended to be a motel, but 

has been used by many small businesses, including a coin laundry, a bak-

•. 

' ·~ 

The first grocery store- the Little family 

ery, and an accountant. At the corner, is the first grocery store originally built in 1913 possibly by the Little family, and 

later owned by the Rayers, and finally by the Cooper family . The store is the building on the right, recently with a new 

frontage, beside what is now MacMillan Road, and 

the owner's house w·as on the left. It also had gas 

pumps out front. The store and house were bought in 

1969 by Ming and Nancy Gee, but in 1977 they 

bought four lot s on the other side of MacMillan and 

built a large grocery store that is now Friesens Rent

als Hardware and Post Office. Mings closed in 2000. 

Pause in the pullout in front of the church 

12 The site for St. Philip's Anglican church was ac

quired in 1892, the year Charles York died, so the cir

cumstances are uoknown. But it was built and conse

crated by the next year. This is the second church on 

the site, the rectory having burned down in 1900 and 

the original church burned down in 1907. This church 

was built the next year, 1908. 

Behind us, was the site of the first blacksmith shop of Frank 

ARP volunteers at what became first Fire Hall 

Shaw who was also the first North Cedar Fire Warden. The volunteer fire department originated during the second 

world war as one of many Air Raid Precaution groups. 
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Frank Shaw, blacksmith and first Fire Chief 

At that time there was a great concern about incendiary bal

loons launched by the Japanese to float on the air current and 

land and start fires. Their first Fire Hall building was erected 

alongside Mr. Shaw's blacksmith shop. Many local men and 

women volunteered and contributed to its effectiveness and 

growth. 

Directly across the road was the site of the first Cedar Institute 

Hall. It was built in the early 1890s by local volunteers on land 

donated by George Taylor who owned the Wheatsheaf. It was 

quite small, with a stage at one end and was used for meetings 

and social events. However, one winter around 1911 it burned 

down. It was never locked and various travelers slept there 

overnight. When they combed through the ruins they found a 

body which was presumed to be an itinerant Norwegian labour

er who had been doing work in the area. 

Immediately afterwards planning began for a new hall. It was 

project that the whole Cedar community got into, and the result 

as you saw was the new hall completed in 1922. 

The modern Cedar Village was built in 1997 and has included the 49th Parallel Grocery and several specialty shops, 

Credit Union, dentistry practice, pharmacy and a restaurant, and the adjoining Coco Cafe which is now a popular 

coffee shop was opened in 2011. 

On our way back we pass again over the route of the Mordern Mine rail line, now a Regional Park. The line came over 

a bridge across the river further west, and then down to the north side of Boat Harbour, where there was a berth for 

sailing ships loading the coal and also a coal-washing station using water from Holden Lake. 

13 On the left we also pass the Wheatsheaf Hotel, another historic landmark since 1880. Originally a log cabin built 

by Eric Mckay, then bought and expanded by George Taylor two years later. It received Provincial licence in 1885 and 

was regular stagecoach ?top for travelers to and from Victoria. 

It was bought by Andrew Mahle in 1910 who built the family home next door in 1904. It featuring custom millwork 

done in Vancouver. The house passed through several owners but eventually in 1984 was reborn as the Mahle House 

Restaurant by Delbert Horrocks and his family. 

We also make our second passing over the Harmac waterline as it heads approximately 12 kilometers west to the col

lections of wells and pumping stations drawing water from Nanaimo River. 

That concludes this portion of the tour as we head back to the Community Hall. 

Compiled by Roger Prior 

For the Cedar Community Hall Centennial Committee 

April 2022 


