
Nanaimo Historical Society 
Annual General Meeting

Minutes
Video Conference (ZOOM)

March 11, 2021 
 

1. Call to order
 Meeting called to order by David Hill-Turner, President, at 7:31 PM
 The Chair welcomed 13 members and 1 non member to meeting

2. Declaration of Quorum
 The Secretary declared that a quorum of members was present

3. Approval of Agenda
 The chair added 2 additional items to agenda distributed by email

• in Unfinished business add Leynard bequest
• in Treasurers report add Motion to re-appoint account

 Motion – Agenda approved as amended.  Moved S. Creba, seconded D. Ohs, 
passed

4. Approval of the 2020 AGM Minutes (distributed by email)
 Add note that Councillor Ian Thorpe was also in attendance at meeting
 Motion – Minutes of 2020 AGM minutes distributed by be accepted as amended. 

Moved T. Orchards, seconded G. Miller, passed

5. Discussion of business arising out of the 2020 minutes
 Leynard bequest – D. Hill Turner reported that Board had approved a micro-grant

program.   The details regarding program procedures, public announcements 
and committee to assess applications will be forthcoming in 2021

6. Reports of the Officers and Committees (distributed by email prior to meeting)
 President’s Report 

• D Hill Turner emphasized several of the points from his report
• C. Meutzner noted that while she had resigned from the Board, she continues

to serve on the Programme Committee
 Treasurer’ / Finance Committee Report

• T. Orchard reviewed several of the issues discussed in his report.
• He noted that the budget reflects the Boards intent to develop services and 

infrastructure for the Society
• MOTION.  Accept financial statements, moved T Orchard, seconded S Creba,

passed
• MOTION Reappoint Leakey & Lewicki as accountants.  Moved T Orchard, 

seconded C Meutzner, passed
 Secretary’s report 

• G Miller noted that the Board had changed the membership year to run from 
Jan-Dec



• The majority of membership dues are to pay for the BC Historical Federation 
journal, British Columbia History. 

• Membership renewals faltered during 2020.  In order that all members 
continued to receive services from the Society,  the Board paid one years 
subscription, in advance, for all members

 Programme Committee Report
• D Ohs thanked Society members for accepting the new virtual presentations. 

He noted that most of the credit for providing these presentations should go to
C. Meutzner.   In addition, he noted that T Orchard and D Harding had 
provided valuable technical assistance

• S Creba thanked the Society for the YouTube presentations.  
• Communications Committee Report

• D Hill Turner reviewed several of the items mentioned in the report
• Governance Committee

• D Hill Turner reported that the Committee’s major task during 2020 was the 
review of bylaw amendments presented at the last AGM

• Directors at Large
• S Garcia commented on the role of directors that do not serve as officers or 

Committee chairs
• MOTION – accept reports of Officers and Committees.  Moved C Meutzner, 

seconded D Paterson, passed

7. Election of directors
 Chair reported that 4 directors elected in 2020 had resigned as directors of the 

Society (T Smith, A Ruscoff, C Meutzner & C Hadfield) – C Meutzner and C 
Hadfield continue to serve on Committees

 all of the remaining Directors (Darrell Ohs, Gordon Miller, Tony Orchard,, David 
Hill-Turner,  Susan Garcia) will be completing the second year of their term

 Chair asked for nominations from the members attending.
 S Creba volunteered to serve on the Board
 no further nominations

 Chair declared that Sue Creba is a Director of the Nanaimo Historical Society

8. New business
 Amendment to Constitution (text of amendment distributed by email)

• D Hill Turner and T Orchard explained that the current “Purposes of the 
Society” did not meet the criteria of the Canada Revenue Agency.  In order to 
obtain “charitable status” the Society must amend the Constitution

• The text of the changes were the subject of considerable debate by Directors 
before these changes were recommended to the Society

• MOTION.  Accept the recommended changes to the Constitution.  Moved T 
Orchard, seconded D Barny, passed

 Amendment to Bylaw 7.2 Signing authority (text of amendment distributed by 
email)



• D Hill Turner and T Orchard explained that the recommended change was 
necessary in order that the Treasurer could make e-payments.  The present 
bylaw assumes that payments are made only by cheque or cash.

• G Miller commented that the Board has directed the Finance Committee to 
develop procedures requiring Board approval or approval, in writing, of a 
second signing authority n such situations. (i.e. e-payments)

• MOTION – accept recommended changes to Bylaw 7.2. Moved T Orchard, 
seconded D Ohs, passed

• no further business

9. President asked members if there was any further business.  No further business was
raised 

10. Adjourn – the formal part of the Annual general meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM

11. Presentation of Distinguished Service Award
• D Ohs introduced Daphne Paterson, the winner of the 2021 Distinguished 

Service Award.   He noted that Daphne had been a member of the Society for 
more than 40 years, and had served the Society in a variety of roles including 
member of Executive, President, Secretary.  D Paterson commented that she 
had done most everything except be Treasurer.

• Several members of the Society added that Daphne was a charming, helpful 
person and a pleasure to know.

• The presentation of the award was made by Mayor Leonard Krog at the Paterson
home and was video recorded by D Harding

• The Chair attempted to play the video within the ZOOM program, but there were 
technical difficulties

• Members at the AGM were encouraged to watch the video on YouTube 
(https://youtu.be/q14Kmovl4Lg)

11. Sign off – the session terminated at 8:40 PM


