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History Society which has published the Surname Index to the Nanaimo Cemetery 1876-1976, May 1992.
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The Historical Society would like to 
acknowledge and thank a number of people 
for their input to these volumes. Apart from 

the work of Peggy Nicholls, members of her family 
were pressed into service to assist in compiling the 
genealogical charts. Without the photographs and 
documents provided by a number of Princess 
Royal families some details would have been Royal families some details would have been Royal
sketchy. After the initial publications, they also 
came forward with additional information for 
inclusion. We are grateful that they were willing 
to share all these family treasures.

The Nanaimo District Museum has provided 
most of the copying services and in particular 
Debbie Trueman, the General Mangager, has 
been especially supportive from the beginning.   
Christine Meutzner, Archives Manager of the   
Nanaimo Community Archives, was particulary 
helpful in seeking out and establishing sources 
and we appreciate the generous assistance of 
the British Columbia Archives and Records 
Service. Peggy also had recourse to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company Archives in Manitoba and to 
several historians in England. Dr. Helen Brown, 
of Malapina University-College, added her 

signifi cant expertise. Pamela and Daphne have 
seen the books through from the fi rst publication 
in 1991. The fi nal technical formatting of the new 
edition has been conceived by Helena Poll who 
did the layout and graphic design. It has been a 
privilege for us to work on the reprinting of these 
stories so that part of Nanaimo’s early history will 
continue to be available.

Pamela Mar,
Daphne Paterson.

2007 

Acknowledgements

Nanaimo BC in 
1867 showing 
the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s bastion 
(fort) on right. 
NCA 2000 025 A-P1
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When the idea for compiling a short 
history of the 24 families who arrived 
in Nanaimo in November 1854 was fi rst 

discussed, it was expected to be brief biographies 
of the travellers. The project was turned over to 
the capable hands of locally born historian and 
genealogist Peggy Nicholls, who expanded it into 
a fi ve-year labour of love.

The fi rst volume encompassed the way in 
which the families were recruited in the Midlands 
of England, the hardships of the six-month voyage 
aboard the Princess Royal and something of the Princess Royal and something of the Princess Royal
small town for which they were destined. Also 
included was a brief note on George Robinson, 
who was to be the Mine Manager, and a family 
tree supplied by the family.

This suggested that a family tree of each 
of the families would enhance their stories. 
Few of them had maintained extended family 
chronicles, so Peggy set to work on creating the 
charts from English church and civil records for as 
many families as possible. Some settlers had left 
Nanaimo over the years and it was not feasible to 
trace them from the little that was known about 
them. Nevertheless almost all have been identifi ed 
and tracked as far as possible.

Family co-operation was essential. Old 
photo albums were scoured and historic photos 
produced; younger descendants identifi ed their 
ancestors and told stories they had heard from 
grandparents. Some photos were retrieved 
from the Nanaimo and Provincial Archives and 
corroborative checks were made. The descendants 
of each of the Princess Royal passengers were Princess Royal passengers were Princess Royal
recorded as far as could be ascertained.

As successive volumes were published 
each November 27th the families eagerly snapped 
them up. During each year re-prints had to be 
made. It was not just the descendants who were 
interested. Genealogists bought them for the 
family trees. Visitors from Britain or people who 
had family there purchased them for the history 
they contained. Letters arrived from many sources 
asking for copies. The small volumes have found 
their way world-wide.

Personal computing was in a fairly early 
stage when the work began, and our “compositor” 
honed her skills on the books after they had been 

edited and checked. Now technology has greatly 
improved and far more is possible. The fi ve books, 
which were of uneven length, have been re-set, 
some of the facts have been re-checked, and some 
new photographs included. Other material has 
come to light since 1991 and some of this has 
been added, mainly as footnotes. We did not want 
to interrupt the fl ow of Peggy Nicholls’ original 
work, which has been recognized by eminent 
historians as a tour-de-force.

The publishers, The Nanaimo Historical 
Society, are immensely grateful for the work that 
Peggy put into this history. It must be stressed 
that it was because of her personal knowledge 
of the families that so much was entrusted to her, 
and to Peggy and the families we owe a debt of 
gratitude.

It was decided to continue to publish the 
histories as a series of volumes, though not quite 
in the same form as before.

Daphne Paterson   
Pamela Mar

July 2007

Preface
Locally born historian’s fi ve year labour of love

Peggy  Nicholls
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JOHNJOHNJ  Malpass was born in Bitterley, 
Shropshire, where his father Benjamin was JShropshire, where his father Benjamin was Ja miner.  Samuel Jones, a great nephew of Ja miner.  Samuel Jones, a great nephew of J

John, says the family were originally landowners 
in the town of Malpass, South Wales.1 LAVINIA, 
the daughter of Joseph and Rhoda Webb, was 
christened on July 10th 1825. She married Joseph 
Fudge as a young girl, for she was still under age 
when she married Malpass on November 10th

1844.
John did not meet initially at Buckpool 

where most of the Princess Royal miners signed Princess Royal miners signed Princess Royal
their indentures in early May 1854.  It was not until 
May 30th that George Robinson sent the Malpass 
records to the HBC offi cials for approval.2  The 
Malpass family are thought to have taken the 
place of the grandparents of Nanaimo’s George S. 
Pearson, whose family changed their minds about 
sailing for Colvile Town (Nanaimo) in 1854.3

Much of the family story has been well recorded 
by granddaughter Maria Devlin and her daughter 
Rhoda Beck.

Lavinia had borne fi ve children in England. 
Elizabeth Ann was born to her fi rst husband 
Joseph Fudge. When she married John Malpass 
their fi rst child was Sarah, who was christened 
with her half sister on June 2nd 1845, and next nd 1845, and next nd

Benjamin John, christened on May 23rd 1847, at St rd 1847, at St rd

Mary’s Chapelry, Dudley.4  Eliza born in 1848 and 

James in 1853 are not in the register at Dudley: 
presumably the Malpasses moved to another 
parish. Sarah died as an infant, and Elizabeth 
Ann may have remained with her father’s family, 
for they sailed with only three children.  Sadly, 
Benjamin died during the voyage.

On board ship John did not strike with the 
majority of miners who were protesting the poor 
quality of the ship’s rations. One record said that 
he was delegated by the men to make a formal 
complaint to Captain David D.Wishart. Captain 
Wishart had dealt with immigrants complaining 
about their “grub” on one of three previous 
voyages to Esquimalt. Dr. Helmecken claims, 
“that the Captain used to enquire into all their 
complaints and pacify the grumblers but really 
they had nothing to complain of.” He also says 
Wishart was good sailor “... he was kind and 
good to all.”5 The Princess Royal strike lasted Princess Royal strike lasted Princess Royal
one day so the Captain evidently satisfi ed some 
of the landsmen’s needs. Charles Gale, 2nd Mate, nd Mate, nd

wrote that Thomas York and John Malpass were 
to assist 3rd Offi cer William Harrison to serve out rd Offi cer William Harrison to serve out rd

the stores.
On arrival in Nanaimo, the Malpass family 

shared a home with the Biggs family. Christmas 
Day 1855 saw the birth of Rhoda their fi rst child 
to be born in their new land. Then came Joseph 
in 1858, Mary Ann in 1860 and Thomas in 1862. 
Twins Naomi and Lavinia were born 1864. 
Lavinia died aged 11 and is buried in the Old 
Pioneer Cemetery. Matilda arrived in 1869.6 The 
family lived in town for 16 years before settling on 
land near the Nanaimo River in 1870.

John mined from 1854 to 1886 at different 
locations in Nanaimo, on Newcastle Island and 
in Wellington. Mark Bate said he had a ready wit 
and was always good natured and kind. When he 
was working at the 84 foot No. 3 Shaft in 1857 
the miners all came to the surface for breakfast.  
Malpass created a laugh every day “by some witty 
conception or a well-timed joke.”7

John Malpass died on January 6th 1887, at 
Wellington. Lavinia Malpass, sister of Joseph 
Webb and mother of Elizabeth Ann Fudge Pargeter 
who later came to Nanaimo, was a mid-wife and 
nurse, always on call in times of need. She died on 
October 7th 1889.

John and Lavinia Malpass

Notes:

1. Correspondence with Mr. 
Jones through the Black 
Country Bugle. 

2. Hudson’s Bay Company 
Archive – Provincial Archives 
of Manitoba (HBCA-PAM)  
A/10/35.

3. Personal conversation with 
G.S. Pearson in 1935 and 
later with Rhoda Beck. George 
Pearson was Nanaimo’s MLA 
in 1935.  He became Minister 
of Mines and Labour.

4. International Genealogical 
Index (IGI), England, 
Staffordshire, 1937, listed 
under Malpass.

5. Mouat, A.N. “Notes on 
the Norman Morison,” B.C. 
Historical Quarterly,  Vol.3, 
No.3.

6. Government of Canada, 
1881 Census, Nanaimo.

7. Bate, Mark.  
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo”  Nanaimo Daily Free 
Press (Press (Press NDFP), 13 April 1907.

Below:
Lavinia & John 
Malpass
Held by Family
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ELIZA was fi ve years old when she sailed LIZA was fi ve years old when she sailed LIZA
with her parents John and Lavinia Malpass 
for Colvile Town. Benjamin and Eliza 

became ill with a throat ailment on board ship.  
Eliza recovered but Benjamin died on September 
21st 1854.8  Mrs. Rhoda Beck wrote in her many 
stories of the Malpass family that a child named 
John died. However, George Robinson lists him as 
Benjamin age 7 which corresponds with Benjamin 
christened in 1847.

In her later years Eliza enjoyed relating stories 
of her younger days in Nanaimo. She remembered 
going to the Bastion when there was a threat of 
war between two Native tribes. She recalled being 
crowded in a duplex house with the John Biggs 
family on Chapel Street. Here, they seldom allowed 
the central fi replace to go out, banking it with coal 
each night. There was usually a pot boiling over 
the fi re. She told about carrying water in powder 
cans up the steep banks of the gully for her father’s 
bath when he came in from the mine. The spring 
at the ravine became a popular place for the young 
people to meet, and several romances began when 

a boy offered to carry the girl’s pail up the bank.9

Her father, John had some ability as a carpenter and 
built the next family home on Haliburton Street on 
the site later occupied by the Columbus Hotel. 

In the 1860s William Parkin came into 
Eliza’s life. William was born to farmer Robert 
Parkin and Nancy Dowson. He was christened 
on July 20th 1834, in the parish of Middleton-in-
Teesdale, Durham.

Notes:

8. HBCA-PAM Log of 
the Princess Royal,  21 
September 1854 

9. Eliza’s granddaughters 
have written many 
unpublished stories about  
her on the occasion of their 
regular family reunions, 
usually held in May on 
Eliza’s birthday. 

The Malpass Descendants

Left:
Grandpa William 
Parkin
Held by Family

Right:
Granny Eliza Parkin
Held by Family

Top:
Marriage Certifi cate 
of Robert Parkin and 
Nancy Dowson
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At age 18 William left home, going fi rst to 
Pennsylvania then to the gold fi elds in California.  
When the excitement in California petered out 
he travelled to Barkerville before arriving in 
Nanaimo during the early 1860s.

In 1866, Nanaimo’s fi rst newspaper, The 
Nanaimo Gazette, published the following 
announcement: “The rather unusual event of a 
wedding came off at the temporary Presbyterian 
Church in this town on Monday last. The Happy 
Couple were William Perkins (Parkin) and Miss 
Eliza Malpass, both residents, performed by Rev. 
R. Jamieson.”10

William worked as a fi re boss and six 
months after his marriage he lost his eyesight 
in a premature explosion. The company sent 
him to San Francisco for treatment but his loss 
was permanent. There was no compensation for 
William. The only concession that the mining 
company made was to allow them half a ton of 
coal a month. It cost 50¢ to have a ton delivered 
so for the rest of her stay in Nanaimo Mrs. Parkin 
saved and had another half ton delivered for a total 
of 75¢. In summer the family took a wagon into 
the woods to gather fi rewood.

Undaunted, the young couple opened a 
grocery store next door to the Miner’s Hotel on 
Commercial Street, now the site of the Parkin 

Block, built later by John Parkin. Eliza hired Native 
canoes to carry her to Saanich Inlet where they 
portaged to Victoria to get supplies for the store.

William’s Welsh friends from the Cariboo 
sent him a dog named “Carlo” who only responded 
to commands in Welsh. William trained the dog 
to lead him about town to make deliveries.11 

In the beginning he carried the groceries in a 
basket on his arm, and for longer trips he used a 
wheelbarrow.  Later he had a horse and cart. With 
the horse’s halter in its mouth the dog led the way, 
having learned the required places to stop. Their 
farthest trip was to Brechin Point where William 
would call and “Carlo” would bark to signal the 
Newcastle Island miners to row across for their 
week’s provisions.

The Parkins vowed never to let their sons go 
down the mines. So in the mid 1880s they bought a 
farm at Dove Creek, Comox. Mrs. Parkin stayed in 
Nanaimo, living in the back of the store with the small 
children while William and the older boys went to 
Comox to get the farm in good running order.

In time the whole family moved there, 
except for John who stayed in Nanaimo to run the 
store. Eliza churned butter for the Nanaimo store; 
William was able to split all the winter wood, and 
the boys raised horses for the Cumberland mines.  
The boys learned to do many household chores as 
their mother was still raising the babies.

Her children and grandchildren had very 
happy memories of their “sweet-faced” mother.  
She was a tiny woman, no taller than fi ve feet. 
She always wore a long black skirt with at least 
two petticoats and a black blouse fastened up to 
her chin with tiny buttons. Every afternoon she 
put on a clean white pinafore.  Her hair was parted 
in the middle, as was the fashion of the day. In 
winter she wore a black velvet bonnet trimmed 
with fl owers, and for summer she had a straw one 
that tied under her chin with a wide ribbon. These 
bonnets were sent to a relative in Nanaimo to be 
re-trimmed each season.

When William died in Comox in June 
1899, Eliza returned to Nanaimo to stay with her 
unmarried sons. Eventually she moved to Courtenay 
living fi rst with her daughter Annie Grieve and then 
with her son Isaac at Headquarters where she died 
in April 1935 and was buried in Sandwick. She was 

The Parkin home in 
Comox.
Courtenay and 
District Museum and 
Archives P225-1722

Notes:

10. British Columbia 
Archives and Record 
Services (BCARS), Nanaimo 
Gazette, Saturday,  5 May 
1866.

11. Records held by family. 
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survived by ten sons, two daughters, thirty-nine 
grandchildren, forty-one great grandchildren and 
two great, great grandchildren.

Sarah Ellen “Nellie”, was the oldest child, 
named for her great grandmother Malpass in 
England. She married Joseph Mott and moved 
to California where she had a family. She was the 
only one of their 18 children that William saw.

John was born on February 4th 1867. He was 
in the fi rst class to pass the high school entrance 
exams in Nanaimo. However, there was no local 
high school for him to attend. He began clerking 
in the store at age 17. He had memories of his 
parents being very strict. The children were not 
allowed out after six o’clock. However, crowded 
as they were in the back rooms of the store, he 
said it was one of the happiest times in his life. 
He was a teamster for a time then joined the 
Fire Department. Within three years of joining 
he was made Fire Chief. He married Rose Ann 
Hilbert, daughter of boot maker Richard Hilbert. 
“Bridesmaids were Amelia Hilbert and Martia 
Drake. Attending the groom were E. Parkin and Ed 
Devlin.”12 They had one daughter Violet Amelia 
(Carmichael) nicknamed “Babe”.

The family lived above the fi re hall and all 
the young cousins joined them there every Saturday 
night for music and dancing. It was the young 
people’s delight to slide down the fi reman’s pole.

Although 70 years old, ever conscious of 
his duty, John directed one of Nanaimo’s biggest 
downtown fi res in 1937. It was mid winter and he 
got very wet and as a result developed pneumonia.  
He died at the fi re hall on February 25th 1937, 
having served 45 years in the Nanaimo Fire 
Department. Rose Ann died October 3rd 1948.rd 1948.rd

Robert, the next son was born on August 6th

1868. After leaving the farm he became a machinist 
at Extension. He moved back to Dove Creek where 
he built a house on his parents’ property. On May 
18th 1897, he married his Cedar cousin Williamena 
“Millie”, daughter of James Malpass. They moved 
to Sandwick where they raised nine sons and two 
daughters. The boys were James, Ray, William, 
Victor, Douglas, Arnold, Jack, Stanley, and 
Donald. The girls were Gladys (Pearson) and 
Elizabeth who married William Porritt. She died 
September 1993. Ray’s granddaughter Eleanor, 

was elected Miss Ladysmith and represented the 
community at the Pacifi c National Exhibition. 
Millie died in June 193713 and Robert died in his 
82nd year in 1949, both in the Comox Valley.nd year in 1949, both in the Comox Valley.nd

Joseph Webb Parkin, named for his uncle 
Joseph Webb, the owner of Nanaimo’s Miner’s 
Exchange Hotel, was born on November 6th 1869.  
He left the farm for Lindsay, Ontario where he 
took an engineering course. Here he met and 
married Irish born Florence Junette McFadden 
nicknamed “Junie”. Their eldest child Florence 
Anetta May was born in Ontario. She married 
Sidney Storey belonging to another early family.  
His father William Storey had opened the fi rst 
store in Harewood, a frame building on the corner 
of Bruce Street and 4th Avenue. Unfortunately they 
went bankrupt when they tried to keep some of 
the mine families supplied during the 1913 strike.  
Sidney went overseas and on his return tried to 
reopen the store but it was eventually bought by 
Robert Storey Burns and his wife Jean. Florence 
and Sidney had a large family. Their boys Donald, 
Sidney Gordon Jr. and Joseph all joined up in WW 
II. Their daughters included Ethel, whose famous 
soccer playing husband “Daisy” Waugh was killed 
New Year’s Eve in 1936 on a shift that he wanted 
to miss to join Ethel for a dance at the Pygmy.  
Word got out of his death and every celebration in 
Nanaimo closed down. Ethel later married logger 
Alec Poje. Other daughters were Kathleen, Marge, 
who married Jack Crampton, and Audrey who 
married sailor Louis Ginter and then much later 
had 10 happy years with Les Kolesar.

The rest of Joseph’s family were Ethel who 
became Mrs. Scott and two sons William and Jack 
all born in Nanaimo. Joseph and his family returned 
to Nanaimo after about four years in Ontario, and he 
served as an engineer at the Nanaimo Power Plant 
on the Millstone for 43 years. He was an honorary 
member of the Fire Department for 40 years. He 
and his brothers were active in the Native Sons of 
British Columbia, Post No. 3, Nanaimo Branch.

Joseph was a very gentle and kind man, 
known for his generosity to those who needed 
help. To all his grandchildren he was dear 
“Bompie”. He died on April 17th 1943, age 73.  
His wife, “Junie” died on her 71st birthday on June st birthday on June st

15th 1945.

Notes:

12. NDFP, Summer 1891.

13. Comox Argus, 1 July 
1937.
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Anne Elizabeth “Annie”, born on July 
11th 1871, was named for Eliza’s half sister in 
England. Annie married John Grieve, a son of one 
of the pioneer farm families in the Comox Valley. 
They had emigrated from New Brunswick in the 
1870s. Annie was fi rst an ardent Presbyterian 
and then a United Church worker. She played 
the church organ for 25 years. She had two sons 
Arnold and Herbert and two daughters. Her 
daughter Audrey married Thomas Menzies, son of 
Rev. Menzies, minister in Courtenay. Lila married 
Victor Shopland.  Annie died on January 6th 1949, 
age 78.

William Parkin, born on April 7th 1873, 
moved to Vancouver where he became a stone 
mason. He and his wife May had one son Bernard. 
William was a popular palmist always in demand 
at a gathering. He and his wife moved to California 
in their later years. William died age 83 in 1956.

Isaac, who was born on May 27th 1875, 
became a carpenter for the mine company. Later 
he moved to Headquarters where he worked in the 
same capacity for the Comox Logging Company.  
He married Anne Grieve, sister of John. They had 
six sons, Henry, Alvin, Norman, Joseph, Roy, 
Walter, and three daughters, Margaret, Isobel and 
Florence. “Ike” died on August 30th 1960, age 85.

Twin daughters were born to Eliza in 
December 1876. Sadly one died in a few days and 
the other, named Eliza, lived until October 10th 

1877. The twins were buried in a common grave 
in the Pioneer Cemetery. 

James, was born on January 29th 1878. After 
helping on the farm for a number of years he ran a 
general store at Sandwick. Here, he married Mary 
Ann Piercy of another pioneer Comox Valley 
family. They had three daughters, Effi  (Mrs. 
Harold Bersey), Lillian (Mrs. George Hunden), 
and Doreen (Mrs. Willis Piercy).  James became 
manager of the feed department for the Comox 
Creamery. He died age 62 on January 17th 1941.

Next came another daughter who was born 
in 1879. She died as an infant and was buried with 
the twins.

Thomas, who was born on November 19th

1880, was one of the more adventurous of the 
family, working on the Empress of Japan travelling 
to the Orient. He eventually settled in Vancouver 

where he was a postman for 21 years.  He and his 
wife Nellie had one daughter, Ethel.  Thomas died 
on September 21st 1940, aged 59.st 1940, aged 59.st

The next son was born in December 1882, 
but did not survive infancy.

Edwin arrived one year later, on December 
27th 1883. He followed his brother on the Empress 
of Japan as an engineer. Returning home he 
married Frances Wilkinson and had two sons, 
Alfred and Thomas and two daughters, Muriel 
(Chapman) and Marjorie (Lawson). He later 
became a locomotive engineer for a logging 
company. He died in 1968 age 85.

Walter was nearly a birthday present for 
Edwin for he was the third son to be born in 
December within three years. His birthday was on 
December 11th 1884. He went overseas 1914-1919 
following the death of his young wife Myrtle on 
April 16th 1914. He was gassed three times while 
on the front line. In 1920 when he returned he 
married Ethel Berisford whose family had a store 
on Stewart Avenue. He worked as an electrician 
for the Nanaimo Power Plant for thirty years.  
Cuthbert Brown, raconteur of early Nanaimo 
wrote of Walter: 

“Walter would arrive at the pole opposite our 
house on Irwin Street - a bright cheerful chap 
complete with tools of his trade hanging from 
his belt, his slouch hat rakishly on one side, and 
he would deftly set his bicycle on one side and 
go to work.

First removing a coil of rope from the stout 
leather pouch attached to the handlebars, 
he would snap the end of the rope to the 
counterbalance weight and proceed to let 
the arc lamp down to a workable height, and 
you can hardly imagine the squeaks, squawks, 
moans and groans that accompanied this 
proceeding. Unlatching the mounting he 
would carefully remove the cover glass, and 
taking a large dusting cloth from his back 
pocket he would proceed to give it the once 
over.

Next he would take a brush like an overgrown 
bottle brush and dust out the mechanism, 
remove the old carbons, fi t new ones, adjust 
the gap and hoist it up again - which was 
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done to the same cacophony as before; then 
easily swinging astride his trusty mount he 
would pedal away to his next port of call, gaily 
whistling a tune on the way.”14

Walter graduated to a service truck with 
his equipment when he worked for the Nanaimo 
Duncan Utilities, which took over the street 
lighting.

Walter and Ethel had one daughter, Pauline 
born in June 1927. In 1939 she was Princess to the 
May Queen for the May 24th Parade representing 
Brechin School. Walter died on August 8th 1938, 
of a lung condition resulting from his exposure 
to gas. It became necessary for Ethel to work 
to support the little girl. She died age 77 on 
September 25th 1970.15

Frederick, born on May 7th 1887, owned the 
Sandwick store with his brother James. Fred didn’t 
marry. He was looking after his mother in Nanaimo 
when he died aged 40 on November 9th 1927.

Again Eliza had twin daughters; Lillian and 
Lavinia Rose were born on January 19th 1889.  th 1889.  th

Lavinia died when she was ten in November 1899,16

and Lillian died in November 1905,17 in Nanaimo 
while taking musical training at St. Ann’s Convent.

Matthew was the youngest of William and 
Eliza’s eighteen children. He was born ten months 
after the twins on November 22nd 1890. He helped nd 1890. He helped nd

Fred look after Eliza until her death when he went 
to live with his nephew in Campbell River where 
he died on August 18th 1963.

JAMES was born about March 1853. His 
father recorded his age in May 1854, just prior 
to their sailing, as fourteen months.18 In 1859 he 
attended the Methodist Sunday school where his 
Uncle Joseph Webb was his teacher and the two 
sons of Robert Dunsmuir were his classmates.19

He is not listed in the Colonial School records of 
April 1864 so presumably he was already working, 
probably as his father’s helper.

James was the fi rst bridegroom to have his 
wedding announced in the newly established 
Nanaimo Free Press on April 16th 1874. It records 
him marrying Anna Elizabeth Flewett. Elizabeth 
was born in New Brunswick to William Flewett 
and his Dutch wife Martha.

William Flewett played an active part in 
Nanaimo’s early history. The family arrived prior 
to 1874. He was in charge of the three mile aerial 
tramway bringing coal from the Harewood Mine to 

Left:
James Malpass
Held by Family

Right:
Anna Elizabeth 
Malpass
Held by Family

Notes:

14. Brown, Cuthbert, The 
Daily Colonist, 1 May 1977.

15. Nanaimo Cemetery 
Records.

16. Ibid.

17. Ibid.

18. HBCA-PAM George 
Robinson to W. Smith, Sec., 
30 May 1854.  A10/35.

19. Nanaimo Community 
Archives (NCA), Chapel 
Street Methodist Church 
Sunday School fonds, 26 
June 1859. 
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the docks on Cameron Island. He installed a wire 
on the trestle of the tramway from the mine to the 
bunkers on the docks. This became Nanaimo’s fi rst 
telegraph line. William had applied for a patent for 
his telegraph but Alexander Graham Bell was ahead 
of him by a few weeks.20 After the Harewood Mine 
closed he was engineer on the local steam tug, Etta 
White. He purchased a launch named Nellie with a 
15-person capacity and on May 31st 1879, it made st 1879, it made st

its maiden voyage to Departure Bay. He charged 
25¢ one way. It saved going to “The Bay” on the 
poor footpath, which was very muddy in winter. 
On trips with his boat he saw the possibility of 
sheep farming to bring fresh meat to the town. To 
realise this purpose he pre-empted an island in the 
De Courcy group.

The Malpass children and grandchildren 
have happy memories of visiting their maternal 
grandparents on what was known locally as Flewett 
Island. They went by boat from a wharf at Flewett 
Harbour, now Boat Harbour. The notorious Brother 
XII bought the Island when the Flewetts retired.

James and Elizabeth lived near the Reserve 
Mine, close to the Flewetts who lived in the two 
storey house which Mr. Samuel Robins later 
changed into his residence with its park-like 
garden. In 1878 or 1879 James received a Crown 
Grant of 160 acres along the Nanaimo River, at the 
end of today’s Wilkinson Road, then a mere trail. 
Improvements were made, for in 1886 Malpass 

Road was ten feet wide and gravelled.21 However, 
much of it was still corduroy in the low areas.

The Malpass children told the story of the 
day when their mother became alarmed during 
the visit of a local Native. Evidently fi nding her 
kitchen too warm he dropped his sole covering, his 
blanket. Elizabeth was ironing and impetuously 
“branded” him with her hot iron on his rear. He 
did not return for another visit.22

Four children were born to Elizabeth while 
they lived in Nanaimo, and seven more in the 
Cedar District. With a large family James became 
interested in school affairs and in 1888 was elected 
secretary to the North Cedar School Board.23 H i s 
interest in school affairs continued after he moved 
to Harewood where he served on the school board 
from 1914-1916.24

Coal was found on their property and James 
sold the coal rights for a considerable sum. He and 
Elizabeth then bought two of the original Five 
Acre lots in Harewood.25

They built a fi ne two storey home on Park 
Avenue. James continued to garden on his lot until 
he died on March 19th 1927. Elizabeth predeceased 
him on July 1st 1923.st 1923.st

Sarah Lavinia, born in 1875, was Elizabeth’s 
fi rst child. When she was 11 years old she and 
several of her friends were doing embroidery work 
outdoors. Sarah slipped on a rock and her scissors 
pierced a vital spot. She died in April 1886.26

William Minter, their oldest son was born 
in 1877. In 1888 he excelled among 37 pupils at 
the North Cedar School.27 In 1898 he served with 
the American Forces in the Spanish American 
War to free Cuba from Spain. He studied to 
be an architect in San Francisco, so no doubt 
his profession was put to good use after the 
earthquake there in 1906. It is believed he married 
a girl from Denman Island whom he met on a visit 
to his Aunt Eliza Parkin.

John Benjamin was born in 1879. He 
married Elizabeth, “Lizzie”, Bell in 1899 and they 
also moved to San Francisco.

Williamena, “Millie”, was born in 1880. 
At sixteen she fell in love with a local boy and 
her parents either thought she was too young to 
marry, or they did not approve of the boy, as they 
sent her to live with her Aunt Eliza in Comox. Her 

Notes:

20. Records held by Flewett 
family.

21. Government of British 
Columbia, Sessional Papers, 
Annual Report of Public 
Works, 1886.

22. Memories of Allan 
Polkinghorne.

23. NCA, History of Cedar, 
Cranberry.  Published by the 
Centennial Committee.

24. NCA, Harewood – Land 
of Wakesiah.  Published by 
the Harewood Centennial 
Committee. 

25. Ibid.

26. Nanaimo Free Press
(NFP),  14 April 1886.

27. NCA. History of Cedar, 
Cranberry.

Left to Right:
Russell Malpass, 
Matt Cottle and Clair 
Wilson (see James 
Henry section on Henry section on Henry
next page)
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fi rst love must have grown cold for she married 
her cousin Robert Parkin on May 18th 1897, and 
had nine boys and two girls. She died in Comox 
on July 1st 1937.st 1937.st 28

James Henry, born on May 3rd 1882, rd 1882, rd

became a successful businessman. He bought 
his Aunt Mary Anne Rowe’s store on Haliburton 
Street, and steadily extended to other stores.  
The Malpass and Wilson Store on Albert Street 
was a prosperous venture. Both Mr. Malpass 
and Mr. Wilson brought their only sons into the 
business, which became Malpass and Wilson 
Holding Company and owned half the shares in 
the Harewood Plaza Shopping Centre.

James H. married his cousin Annie Matilda 
Drake. Their son Russell J. was born in 1911. 
He and Clair Wilson were responsible for much 
of the business success. James died at age 65 on 
September 27th 1947, and Annie died in March 
1957.29

Russell married Victoria born Alice 
Cowman. He went to University to study law but 
did not practice until after his early retirement 
from business. He and Alice adopted a son Kent, 
and a daughter Stephanie.

Martha Minta, was born April 10th 1884 
and married Herbert “Bert” Bryant. She died 
on January 2nd 1905.nd 1905.nd 30 Her small son Louis was 
born in 1903 and adopted by his grandmother.  
He later reverted to the family name of Malpass 
and married a girl from Cedar. He worked for the 
Burn’s Meat Packing Company in Vancouver, 
before retiring to Stewart Avenue, Nanaimo.

Sarah Ellen, born in 1886, married J. 
William Polkinghorne. He was born in 1881, 
at Radcliffe, a suburb of Manchester, to James 
Polkinghorne and Alice Allan. They came to 
America, where Alice died in 1882 when her next 
son, “Jack” was born. James took his two small 
sons back to England where his family cared for 
them when he emigrated to Canada. He made a 
second marriage to Mary Deeming and was able 
to send for his sons, then aged about fi ve and 
six. They travelled on one of the earliest trains to 
cross Canada to Vancouver. William remembered 
arriving in Vancouver - ticketed with his name on 
a cardboard tag, wondering if he would recognize 
his father. James moved about a good deal in the 

early years of his marriage early years of his marriage 
to Mary, but they raised a to Mary, but they raised a 
number of children.

When Sarah Ellen When Sarah Ellen 
and William were fi rst and William were fi rst 
married they lived on married they lived on 
Haliburton Street, near the Haliburton Street, near the 
Columbus Hotel. In 1913, Columbus Hotel. In 1913, 
they moved to a quarter on they moved to a quarter on 
the Malpass farm that James had the Malpass farm that James had 
given Sarah. Sarah, who loved given Sarah. Sarah, who loved 
it there, acquired more of it there, acquired more of 
the original farm until they the original farm until they 
had 100 acres. They grew had 100 acres. They grew 
potatoes for Nanaimo stores potatoes for Nanaimo stores 
and were self suffi cient with the and were self suffi cient with the 
produce they grew and raised.  produce they grew and raised.  
William, not particularly keen William, not particularly keen 
on farming, often took outside on farming, often took outside 
jobs and is listed as a trackman jobs and is listed as a trackman 
and a miner at different times.and a miner at different times.

Sarah was a charter Sarah was a charter 
member of the Cedar Women’s member of the Cedar Women’s 
Institute, founded in 1924. Institute, founded in 1924. 
Over the years her health Over the years her health 
deteriorated and she died on deteriorated and she died on 
October 2nd 1948. William  1948. William nd 1948. William nd

was honoured by the 
Centennial Committee in 
1958 for his community 
participation. He helped 
build the Speedway Hall, now build the Speedway Hall, now 
known as the Cedar Community known as the Cedar Community 
Hall.

Of their children, Alice Of their children, Alice 
Elizabeth married J.T. Courtenay and 
moved to Iowa, U.S.A. John William became a 
welder at Harmac and died at Cedar. Myrtle May, 
born in 1909, married G. Thomas Bowater whose 
family were pioneers in the area. She died in 1993.

Sarah’s youngest child Allan Flewett 
Polkinghorne was born on August 5th 1912. It is 
his grandchildren that make up the fi fth generation 
to run the Malpass farm. Allan married Elizabeth 
Gow Murland, “Betty”, in the early 1940s. She 
was born in County Down, Ireland, and emigrated 
to the Canadian Prairies at age 17 under the 
Soldiers’ Settlement Board. Missing the sea, and 

Notes:

28. Comox Argus,  1 July 
1937.

29. Nanaimo Cemetery 
Records.

30. Ibid.

Sarah Ellen Malpass
Held by Family
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widowed with an eleven-year-old daughter Mary 
(Mrs. Mel Chadwick), she came to Vancouver 
Island and later married Allan. Betty cared for the 
ailing Sarah for some years and for her father-in-
law William for 20 years.

Allan and Betty had three children; Sheila 
Alice, the eldest, married James Morley and had a 
daughter, Nicole Elizabeth, and a son Christopher 
Stephen. Allan and Betty’s oldest son, William 
Allan, is a teacher in Victoria. Their youngest son, 
Thomas Cecil, and his wife, the former Peggy 
Simpson, still run the family farm with their 
children Erin and Kyle Allen - the sixth generation 
of the family here.

Allan and Betty and their children have been 
very involved in community service in Cedar.  
Allan, like his father, was not a keen farmer and 
did outside work and land clearing. The milk from 

the dairy farm was sold to Armishaw’s Baby’s 
Own Dairy. Besides dairy products they grew 
vegetables, particularly potatoes, for sale. Allan 
died on September 15th 1989, and Betty is in a 
Lion’s Retirement Apartment for senior citizens 
in Ladysmith.

Ethel Gertrude, James and Anna’s third 
daughter, married miner, Morgan Lewis. As her 
parents grew older they moved to the Park Avenue 
home in Harewood to be near them. Ethel died on 
February 9th 1964 and her husband in July 1971.  
They were survived by a daughter, Nora.

Frederick, Thomas and Arnold, the three 
youngest sons went overseas in the First World 
War. Frederick, born in 1891 was already married 
with a family when he left for the Front. He 
returned safely, but was killed in a factory accident 
on October 27th 1925. Thomas Vernon became a 
lieutenant. On his return he was a mechanic and 
in his later years had a chicken farm in Cedar. He 
died on April 28th 1945, age 50. Like so many men 
Arnold was anxious to “join up” and lied about his 
age to be accepted by the army. He was killed in 
action and is remembered with other soldiers from 
Nanaimo on the Cenotaph.

Left:
Thomas Malpass, 
Held by Family

Right:
Arnold Malpass,
Held by Family
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Other Children of John and Lavinia Malpass 

In 1912 Samuel Drake wrote in his life-story: 

“I met (and married) RHODA MALPASS
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. John Malpass. We raised 
a fi ne family. In accordance with the wish of 
my wife I joined the Methodist Church. (He had 
been an Anglican) I played the bassoon in the 
Haliburton Street Methodist Church choir. As 
my family grew I formed a new band known 
as the Drake’s Family Band and we played 
at concerts and gatherings at the various 
churches.”

He had previously been instrumental in helping 
Anglican minister Rev. James Reynard in the 
formation of the Nanaimo Silver Cornet Band. 
- “I was Sheriff in Nanaimo for 24 years and was 
called by most of the inhabitants, young and old, 
Uncle Sam.”31

Rhoda’s marriage to Samuel took place on 
Christmas Eve 1873, which was also the eve of her 
birthday. Their fi rst child Maria married Edward 
Devlin. Seven more girls and two boys would 
follow between 1878 and 1896.

The Drakes lived on Needham Street, near 
the Indian Reserve. When in trouble or injured 
the Indians used to come to the house looking 
for “Sam”. The families say that if he were not at 
home, tiny, determined and straight laced Rhoda 
would scold them in the Chinook language for 
drinking and fi ghting. They usually promised 
her that it wouldn’t happen again. Her children 
described Rhoda as a caring home-loving woman, 
so proud of Sam.

Her pride was justifi ed, for the Nanaimo Free 
Press describes him as esteemed and respected 
in every phase of his varied career, a delightful 
companion and a familiar striking fi gure in the 
Supreme and County Courts. He played numerous 
musical instruments; the brass was his specialty. He 
was a member of the Nanaimo Symphony Orchestra. 
He died of a stroke on April 29th 1912, aged 74.th 1912, aged 74.th 32 The 
paper’s fi nal tribute was: “to a delightful personality, 
the fi nale of a fi ne old musician.” Rhoda died on 
September 27th 1934, aged 79.th 1934, aged 79.th

Maria Drake’s marriage to Edward Devlin 
on December 3rd 1892 was the fi rst to be held in rd 1892 was the fi rst to be held in rd

the Haliburton Methodist Church that her parents 
had helped to build. She always treasured the 

Bible presented to her to commemorate the fi rst 
marriage in the church.33 The Devlins had a store 
for a number of years. In 1934 Maria compiled a 
short history of Princess Royal passengers. She Princess Royal passengers. She Princess Royal
died on February 13th 1944, age 69.

The Devlins had 5 children, two boys, 
Francis “Frank” born on January 16th 1895 and 
Samuel H. born on November 24th 1898, and 
three girls who all became schoolteachers. Rose 
was born on October 11th 1893, and married D. W. 
Patterson. They moved to Grande Prairie, Alberta. 
Their children were; Rhoda Margaret (Miller), 
Dorothy Fern; and son Judge Donald Patterson. 
Rose lived into her nineties.

The next Devlin daughter Rhoda May was 
born on August 30th 1896. She married blacksmith 
John Beck and enjoyed 55 years of married life. 
Rhoda was active in many areas of Nanaimo 
including the St. John Ambulance Association, and 
the Nanaimo Pioneers. She wrote historical articles 
about Nanaimo especially the Princess Royal
families. She and John had a daughter Virginia 
(Mrs. William Preston) who settled in Bellingham. 
Rhoda died on October 1st 1990, age 94.st 1990, age 94.st

Dorothy I. Devlin was born on August 25th

1907. She married Harry Martin, principal of John 
Barsby Junior High School. She was honoured in 
June 1995 for seventy years service to the Imperial 
Order of the Daughters of the Empire. Dorothy 
continued the family interest in Nanaimo’s early 
history.

Rhoda, known as Rose, was born on 
November 2nd 1878. She married Alexander nd 1878. She married Alexander nd

Forrester on April 4th 1900. He had come to 
Nanaimo from Scotland as a champion soccer 
player, a welcome addition to the local soccer club. 
He was a carpenter and the architect of many local 
buildings. A community minded citizen; he served 
as an Alderman for nine years, six on the School 
Board and as a director of the Hospital Board.

The Forresters had four children. The eldest, 
Margaret, was born on January 9th 1901, and at 
six weeks old was the youngest child found in the 
1901 census. The Forresters fi rst son John Drake 
was born in 1906 and died at six months of age. 
Violet, the next daughter was born on January 9th

1908. She married N.J. Bates “Jack”. Their son 
John is now deceased.

Notes:

31. Beck, Rhoda. “Summary 
of Memories”  Vancouver 
Sun Magazine,  Supplement  
15 May 1948.

32. NFP, Obituary,  27 
September 1934.

33. Carol, H. “History of 
Nanaimo Pioneers” Herald 
Press, Nanaimo, B.C.  1935.
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Robert was born on November 14th 1911. 
He married Catherine Bevan whose father 
had a butcher shop on Nicol Street and whose 
grandmother had the Reid Maternity Home on 
Manning Street where some of the family children 
were born. Robert worked with his father as a 
carpenter for a time but then joined the B.C. 
Provincial Police force and then the RCMP. He 
retired to Kelowna where he died on November 4th

1942. Their three daughters are Margaret, Roberta 
and Birrell.34

The Forresters died three months apart. He 
on April 25th 1949 aged 80, and Rhoda on July 24th

that year aged 70.
Mary, born on September 2nd 1880, was 

known to everyone as “Polly”. She married John 
Cottle, the brother of her sister Ellen’s husband 
Matthew. John was born in Durham County, 
England, and came to Wellington with his parents 
as a ten year old.

Comparing the brothers’ registrations one 
can note that the family moved about in search 
of work. John put his mark on the eldest son’s 
registration but the mother registered the other 
children. John clerked at Malpass and Wilson for 
many years. Mary and John’s daughter Winnifred 
Ethel married mill-worker Kenneth Hutchinson. 
She died in 1994. The Hutchinsons had one son 
Ken now a retired mill-worker in Alberni.

The Cottles had a son John Arnold who 
worked in local funeral homes until his retirement. 
Arnold died June 27th 2000 and is buried with his 
family in the Nanaimo Cemetery.

Elizabeth “Lizzie”, born in 1882, married 
Robert Vipond son of George and Jane Vipond. 
George was from Durham, England, and they 
spent some years in the United States before 
arriving in Nanaimo about 1880. Robert was the 
fi rst of their family to be born here. Elizabeth died 
on August 13th 1925, in Victoria but is buried in 
Nanaimo.

Annie, born on December 16th 1884, married 
her cousin James Henry Malpass, son of James 
Malpass and Elizabeth Flewett.35 Their only child 
Russell was born in 1911.

Ellen, was born on October 15th 1887, and 
married James Matthew Cottle, son of Matthew 
Cottle and Maria Grant Davis, who had settled in 
Wellington.

Ellen and Matthew were married in April 
1909. Their fi rst child Winnifred Edna, born 1910, 
died aged 18 months. Their only son Francis John 
was born on June 7th 1913. One of his fi rst jobs th 1913. One of his fi rst jobs th

was delivering Fleishman’s yeast on his bicycle to 
all Nanaimo’s grocers. Except for four years in the 
shipyards during World War II, John spent his life in 
the retail grocery business. On October 9th 1938, he th 1938, he th

married Margaret Schofi eld. They had two daughters; 
the eldest Beverley June was born on May 26th 1941. th 1941. th

She married Nanaimo Councilman and native son 
Loyd John Sherry on July 23rd 1966. Bev worked rd 1966. Bev worked rd

for many years at Waterloo School, and retired June 
2001. The Sherrys had three daughters, Jennifer, 
Ellen named for her two great-grandmothers, and 
Gwendda and are now enjoying fi ve grand-children. 
Bev’s sister Evelyn Mae was born on May 19th

1947, and she married Robert Pollitt. They have a 
son Jonathan Scott, born in 1975. John Cottle died in 
December 1993 and Margaret in April 1994. Evelyn 
died October 2nd 2002. nd 2002. nd

John’s younger sister was Edna Irene, born 
February 22nd 1927. She married Patrick Joseph nd 1927. She married Patrick Joseph nd

Flannigan in 1946. They had two daughters, Darlene 
and Lauretta and four grand-children; Dwayne and 
Kamie MacIntyre and Tara and Dennis Paugh. Irene 
died September 16th 1987.th 1987.th

Samuel Drake Jr., the long awaited Drake 
son, was born on December 8th 1889.th 1889.th Like many of 
the family he was a grocer. He bought the grocery 
store in Nanaimo’s South End that had belonged 
to Maria Devlin. He and his wife Ethel had two 
daughters: Thelma married Vernon Smith, a member 

John Cottle’s birth 
registraton in 
Durham County, 
England

Notes:

34. Dates from  Family Bible 
held by family.

35. See “James Henry 
Malpass” story. From the 
Black Country to Nanaimo 
1854  Vol 2..
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Drake Family
Held by Family

of the Canadian Airforce, and had fi ve children 
Loreena, Daniel, Michael, Shawn and Steven: 
Dorothy married carpenter John Murray and had 
four sons, Kenneth, Samuel and twins David and 
Brian. Dorothy, now a widow lives in Sidney, B.C.

Francis “Frank” was born on December 7th

1891. He worked as an engineer serving on many of 
the C.P.R. coast boats. His last job before retirement 
was on the Princess Joan. He married Alice Neal on 
July 17th 1919, and their only daughter Edythe was th 1919, and their only daughter Edythe was th

born on May 17th 1920. In 1941 she married Jack th 1920. In 1941 she married Jack th

Callow who had a plumbing and heating business 
in Victoria. The Callows had two sons Richard born 
on June 23rd 1946, and Neil born on June 5rd 1946, and Neil born on June 5rd th 1954. th 1954. th

Edythe lives on Cedar Hill Road in Victoria.

Ethel May was born on December 6Ethel May was born on December 6Ethel May th 1894. th 1894. th

She married Londoner Oscar Alfred Hackwood. The 
Hackwoods had a butcher shop on Haliburton Street 
next to the Haliburton Street United Church. Their 
only son Harold was born on November 15th 1928. th 1928. th

He began his career working with his father and his 
Uncle Percy Hackwood in the butcher shop. After 
his marriage to Eleanora Tauson, Harold became 
a truck driver travelling across Canada for the Hill 
International Truck Company. The Hackwoods had 
three children: Lauraine married Nanaimo Fire 
Chief Ray Digby, Donald who was an engineer at 
Elk Falls and the youngest Janyce Campbell. Ethel, 
Oscar and Harold are deceased, Ethel May on June 
19th 1949 and Harold in 1986 after a lengthy illness. th 1949 and Harold in 1986 after a lengthy illness. th

(Left to right, back) 
Frank Drake, Sam Drake, James Malpass, 

Ellen and Matthew Cottle, Polly Drake,
Elizabeth and Robert Vipond, 

Maria and Edward Devlin, 
Rose Devlin, Rhoda Devlin.

(Centre) 
Rose and Alexander Forrester and baby Robert, 

Annie Malpass and Russel, 
Violet Forrester, Rhoda and Samuel Drake, 

Dorothy Devlin, 
Ethel Drake, Frank Devlin.

(Front) 
Margaret Forrester, 

Samuel Devlin, 
Lily Drake.
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Lillian Maud “Lily” was the youngest of the 
Drake family born on July 7th 1896. She clerked in 
the family store before marrying surveyor, Frank 
Chambers. Their only daughter Orletta was born 
on January 13th 1925. Orletta and her husband 
D. Philip have two sons, Terry and Douglas, and 
three daughters; Laura, who married Jack Pagani 
who now runs Nash’s Home Hardware Store, 
Margaret who works in Vancouver and Rilla who 
married Allen Heise.

JOSEPH was born on February 18JOSEPH was born on February 18JOSEPH th

1858. He married Marion Cain in December 1883. 
She had come to Nanaimo in 1875 from the U.S.A 
and had trained as a nurse. Their daughter Sarah 
Elizabeth was born on April 25th 1887. Their son 
John Leonard, born in 1889, died on September 
7th 1898, in an epidemic, which also took ten small 
Nanaimo children that same month. Their second 
son Wilfred Arthur was born on October 27th

1892. He was killed in World War I. The family 
lived in Ladysmith for a time where Joseph mined. 
He died at the home of his daughter Elizabeth 
Sprague in Tacoma, Washington on May 16th

1949, aged 91. He was buried in Nanaimo.
MARY ANN was born on March 16th

1860. Shortly before her marriage she was maid of 
honour to May Queen Kate McGregor. As a sixteen 
year old she married miner Jonathan Blundell of 
Maryport, Cumberland, England. The Blundells 
had fi ve children. The fi rst Elizabeth, born on 
May 9th 1877, married William Wallace Gray a 
merchant on Mill Street. John born in 1878 died 
on July 7th 1897. He was a clerk in his mother’s 
store at the time. Naomi born in 1880 married H. 
Scott and moved to Seattle. Joseph, born on May 
30th 1882 became a butcher in the family business 
on Haliburton Street. The youngest Blundell child, 
Gertrude was born in December 1884 and was 
drowned when she fell in a well two weeks after 
her father Jonathan was killed in the mine disaster 
of 1887. Mary Ann also built a fi ne house next to 
the store.

In 1889 Mary Ann married American-born 
Richard Rowe and had three more children; Irene,
born on May 17th 1891, married Walter Thompson; 
Isabella “Bella”, born on the January 16th 1893, 
married H. Wilson; and a son Harry born on July 
27th 1897.

Mary Ann received a considerable amount 
of money when she sold the coal rights from the 
Malpass property. She was an astute businesswoman 
making a success of the grocery-butcher business 
with her husband Richard. She sold the business 
about 1920 to her nephew James Henry Malpass 
who extended it in partnership with Mr. Wilson. 
She died aged 83 on July 16th 1943.th 1943.th

When Mrs. Devlin completed her history 
of Princess Royal descendants in 1934 she Princess Royal descendants in 1934 she Princess Royal
accounted for 229 in the Malpass Family. 
NAOMI contributed eleven children to this 
list as her mother had done before her. She 
was born on November 6th 1864, and at age 16 
married William H. Wall “Billy” who had come 
to Nanaimo with his mother aboard the barque 
Bruce Knight arriving on December 24th 1864. His 
father Thomas had come two years earlier. Naomi 
and William were married at Wellington where he 
worked for Robert Dunsmuir. Prior to his marriage 
his foreman, engineer L.D. Little, gave him The 
Scientifi c American Magazine which described 
Alexander Graham Bell’s invention of the fi rst 
telephone. After some experimentation William 
was able to make a working model. In 1877 

William Wall
Dominion Photo Co. 
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Dunsmuir installed this telephone between the 
Wellington Mine and Departure Bay, which was a 
fi rst for Nanaimo. 

In 1884 the Walls moved to Nanaimo 
where William became the master mechanic for 
the Vancouver Coal Mining & Land Company. 
He was later manager for a number of mines 
eventually becoming the examiner for all B.C. 
mine managers.

He and Naomi prospered fi nancially. 
They became co-owners with his sister Lizzie 
Beveridge (Mrs. William) of the Abbotsford 
Hotel in Wellington. As a family they bought 166 
acres on Beaver Creek, which empties into Emma 
Bay, named for William’s sister Emma Boyd of 

Nanaimo. They developed this into a hunting area 
for family and friends. Gradually cabins were built 
and eventually a fi ne house. At the death of their 
son Frank, part of this property was given to the 
B.C. government as a wild life reserve.

In 1903 the family moved to Vancouver for 
10 years for the children to obtain higher education. 
While there he bought his own drilling equipment 
and drilled core holes for mineral explorations all 
over B.C. In 1913 Naomi and William returned to 
Beaver Creek to live. He built a shingle mill and a 
beehive-shaped charcoal kiln to supply the Giant 
Powder Works at Nanoose. Naomi died in 1915. 
William moved back to Vancouver in 1917 and 
died in 1932.

Wall Property at 
Craig Bay
Held by Family
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Elizabeth Matilda the eldest daughter was 
born on May 6th 1882. She married James Cripps 
but was widowed early. She took up dressmaking 
and lived with her sister Lillian in Powell River 
before they both retired to the beach property. 

Lillian was born on June 7th 1885. She also th 1885. She also th

attended Normal School in Vancouver where she met 
Orville Randall the only child of Charles and Ada 
Randall of Nanaimo. They had come to B.C. from 
Chapman, Kansas, by covered wagon. Following 
teachers training they both taught in Trail. Orville 
left Trail for Pennsylvania to study dentistry. He and 
Lillian were married in 1914 and moved to Burnaby. 
Orville died in 1921 and left his wife with a year old 
daughter, Lillian May. Lillian and her baby moved 
to Powell River where she taught for 20 years. She 
died on June 10th 1974, age 89.th 1974, age 89.th

Rosannah, “Rose”, was born in Wellington 
on January 7th 1884. She got her teacher’s degree at 
Vancouver Normal School and taught in Nanaimo. 
She later went to Montreal General Hospital 
where she graduated in nursing. At the outbreak of 

World War I she paid her own passage to England 
to join the British Army as a nursing sister. She 
returned to Vancouver in 1919 and nursed at 
the Shaughnessy Military Hospital and later in 
Esquimalt. She married Alexander McCrae about 
1923 and moved to Prince Rupert until 1951. They 
came to live at the beach property where she died 
at age 89 on January 24th 1973.

Eunice the next daughter was born on 
October 27th 1887. She moved to Powell River 
and became Mrs. Whyte, they also retired to the 
Nanoose property.

Francis Harry “Frank”, the eldest son 
was born on March 15th 1889. He began to work 
with his father learning mining mechanics. He 
became a diamond driller and was employed by 
the Canadian Collieries. One of his last jobs was 
drilling for the destruction of the shipping hazard 
known as Ripple Rock. He married Nanaimo born 
Alice “Elsie” Roberts. She worked at the charcoal 
kiln on the family property and travelled with him 
to the drilling operations often panning for gold 
herself. Frank died on June 17th 1974, at age 85. A 
family memorial service was held at the Nanoose 
property, which had been home to the family for 
nearly 100 years. Alice died in her 90th year on 
October 9th 1980.

James Thomas was born on January 8th

1891, in Nanaimo. He attended McGill University, 
graduating with honours, and came back to B.C. 
as superintendent of the Prince Rupert Hospital. 
To further his career he went to the University of 
Edinburgh and did post graduate work in Vienna, 
London and Dublin.

In 1915 he was sent by the British Army 
to Salonika, Greece, with the Anglo-French 
occupation army. In 1918 he married Hannah 
Jennings Bradshaw “Nancy” who had graduated 
from Victoria’s Royal Jubilee Hospital in 1915 
and served as a nursing sister in Salonika, Cairo 
and in England. They had a son David, a daughter 
Muriel Leury, who lives in California, and 
daughter Elizabeth Trethewey in Maple Ridge.

In 1919 they came back to Vancouver where 
he practised medicine for 35 years. They moved 
back to Nanaimo in 1954 and he set up an offi ce 
in Parksville with his sister as his nurse. James 
died suddenly in January 1956. Nancy remained 

Sister Rose Wall
Held by Family



Pioneer Settlement 1854 -  Volume 2     23

in Nanoose, and continued doing community work 
in Parksville. She died at the Royal Jubilee Hospital 
where she had trained 69 years earlier.

Naomi’s youngest daughter was Pearl 
Victoria. She married Alexander Hunter and lived 
in Burnaby. She too came to live near her sisters. 
The fi ve Wall sisters and Nancy, all widows, 
enjoyed their family relationship at the beach. 

Naomi had three other sons. Oliver H., born 
in 1892 married Gladys McDonald and they had 
two sons William and Donald. Cecil William born 
1896 married Clara Busby, sister of Nanaimo’s 
mayor. Alvin Clifton, born in 1899, died as a child.

MATILDA, the youngest Malpass child was 
listed as age 12 in the 1881 census. She married 
mill worker James Watson Mounce. They had 
three children. The eldest, Charlotte born in 1887, 
married Captain William Boyce who became a 

member of the B.C. Pilotage Authority. The Boyce’s 
had three children, William who was killed in World 
War II, Donald and Marjory now Mrs. Lorne Hare.

Matilda’s next child was Carlton Clyde
known as “Don” to the family. He was a steam 
engineer at the University of B.C. He married Irene 
Frances Carruthers and they had fi ve children; 
Margaret, Gordon, Muriel, Douglas and Robert who 
has retired to Nanaimo. He worked for over 20 years 
at the Jordan River power plant eventually becoming 
a safetyman for B.C. Hydro. His father “Don” died 
in 1988, a year short of his 100th birthday.th birthday.th

The youngest Mounce boy was William born 
in 1891. He went to sea as a young man on a whaler. 
By retirement time, like his brother-in-law, he was a 
member of what is known today as the B.C. Coast 
Pilotage Authority. He too nearly reached his 100th

birthday.

The Wall Sisters
(Top Row) 
Lillian, Rose, 
(Centre) 
Elizabeth, 
(Bottom Row) 
Eunice, Pearl
Held by Family
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John and Mary Ann Meakin 

John Meakin was the only Londoner among 
those who came to Nanaimo on the Princess 
Royal in 1854. He was born in 1830. No Royal in 1854. He was born in 1830. No Royal

date has been found as to when he moved north 
to the coalfi elds of Staffordshire. On January 
29th 1850,36 he married Staffordshire born Mary 
Ann Elson who had been baptized on August 15th

1830.37 They had a son, Frederick Charles, born 
on December 14th 1852,38 and another son, John 
William, born on December 16th 1853.39 John Jr. 
always claimed that he learned to walk on the 
rolling decks of the Princess Royal. 

John Sr. was the last miner to come aboard 
the ship at the London docks. George Robinson 
in his last communication to the HBC written 
on June 2nd says: “Meakin is absent, but has left nd says: “Meakin is absent, but has left nd

his wife behind. I doubt not but he will return.”40

John probably settled his wife on board and went 
to visit his London family before leaving for the 
unknown. On arrival in Nanaimo they lived in a 
small house close to the Bastion, which had been 
occupied by the Robert Dunsmuir family who by 
then were living next door. It was the boast of the 
younger children that they had been born in the 
same house as Alexander Dunsmuir.

In their fi rst years in Nanaimo John was not 
a model husband. On September 12th 1855, he lost 
his temper with Mary Ann. The account of the 
incident in the HBC Memoranda41 is as follows: 

“The eight miners (mentioned yesterday) 
deserted, leaving their wives [and] families 
here. One of the miners, Meakin, loaded his 
gun with the intention of shooting his wife. 
Several of the people applied to Capt. Stuart 
that he might be placed in confi nement. On 
Capt. Stuart’s attempting to handcuff him 
he was dragged off by several English Miners 
who proposed there should be a fair fi ght - 
the conduct of all the English and one or two 
of the Scotch Miners was disgraceful in the 
extreme.”

Was his anger caused because Mary Ann had 
objected to the idea of him leaving for Bellingham 
with eight other miners who had deserted the day 
before?42 We can also suppose that John may have 
been drinking at the time. In one month’s account 
with the HBC store he charged a bottle of liquor 
every third day. Another month he had 2 bottles of 
brandy, 2 bottles of whisky, 1 gallon of whisky, 2 

Notes:

36. IGI, England,  
Staffordshire, listed under 
Meakin.

37. Ibid.

38. Ibid.

39. Government of Canada, 
1901 Census.

40. HBCA-PAM Robinson 
letters 10/35.

41. NCA, Hudson’s Bay 
Company (HBC) fonds, 
Nanaimo Memoranda 1855-
1857 2 September 1855.

42. Ibid.

Hudson’s Bay 
Company 
Memoranda 
1855-1857, Nanaimo 
Community Archives
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bottles of ale and 2 bottles porter.43 Coal miners 
were accustomed to ale and beer as a substitute for 
the poor quality water in the Black Country. Their 
work was dusty and dangerous. Lung trouble 
caused by the dust was common. John was not the 
only one of the miners whose monthly bill noted 
large amounts of liquor.44

A few years later there was no liquor on the 
family account. John was teaching Sunday school. 
From their account with the HBC we learn that 
John smoked a clay pipe and used plug tobacco. 
He liked to fi sh for he often bought fi shhooks. At 
this time the Millstone yielded 10 inch trout that 
were considered excellent food, much preferred to 
the available salted herring. We can also surmise 
that Mary Ann sewed. A month after their fi rst 
daughter Amanda was born she bought 2 yards 
of fl annel, 10 yards of printed cotton, 2 yards of 
brown Holland (linen), 2 yards of red fl annel, 2 
yards of 36 inch cotton, 11⁄2 yards of ribbon and 
next day she was back for another yard of red 
ribbon.45 Mary Ann taught dressmaking to her 
daughters.

By 1862 John was Nanaimo correspondent 
and representative for the Victoria British Colonist 
newspaper. In 1863 the Vancouver Coal Mining 
and Land Company completed a town survey and 
put lots on the market. John was one of the fi rst to 

buy a lot on the Esplanade where he built a house. 
As his family grew he built a large two storey house 
on the corner of Prideaux and Albert Streets. Bate 
says that he was a handy man and kept his home 
neat and trim. Bate speaks of him as a progressive 
citizen, well read and well informed.46 He was 
not afraid to take a risk, for in 1874 he rescued a 
Chinese man who had accidentally “fi red a shot” 
in the Douglas pit.

In 1879 he ran for the Municipal Council 
and won a seat. In 1882 he was chosen to make 
a presentation of a silver tea service to Robert 
Dunsmuir who was moving from Wellington to 
Victoria.47

Sadly, John was killed on May 3rd 1887, 
explosion with his 19-year-old son Arthur. They 
were found holding hands on a new slope trying 
to reach the surface but were killed by the after 
damp. Mary Ann lost her husband, her youngest 
son and her 21-year-old son-in-law William Hoy, 
who was found on the same slope with John.48

After John was killed, Mary Ann continued to 
live in the Prideaux Street house with her daughter 
Florence Hoy and her two-month-old son William 
(Hoy). Florence became a dressmaker until she 
remarried. Mary Ann’s youngest daughter Agnes 
also lived with her mother after her marriage to 
David Elliott.49 Ninety-year-old Mary Ann died 
August 24th 1919, the last adult survivor of the 
1854 trip.

Sunday School 
Teacher’s Bible Class 
Attendance Book 
– 1874
NCA, Chapel Street 
Methodist Sunday 
School fonds

Notes:

43. NCA, HBC fonds, Day 
Book 1857-1858.

44. Ibid.

45. Ibid.

46. Bate, Mark.  
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP, 9 February 
1907.

47. Personal conversation 
with James Nesbitt.  

48. NFP, 3  May 1887.

49. Government of Canada, 
1891 Census, Nanaimo.
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FREDERICK CHARLES attended school 
with Charles Bailey as his teacher. He went 
into the mines with his father as a very young 

boy and progressed to become an engineer. He 
married American-born Sarah Hilton daughter of 
Horatio Hilton. They built a home on Milton Street. 
Later they moved next door to Mary Ann. Frederick 
is listed in the 1901 census as a spiritualist.

Their son, born in 1893, did not survive. No 
burial place has been found for any member of the 
Fred Meakin family. On the 1920 Voter’s List Fred 
was living at the Commercial Hotel in downtown 
Nanaimo. Presumably Sarah was dead. Fred died 
on December 27th 1920.

It is from JOHN MEAKIN JR. that we get 
many written accounts of his early memories of 
Nanaimo. His stories were always an interesting 
feature at annual pioneer banquets.

He remembered Charles Bailey’s log school 
behind what became known as the Hirst building 
when he was 5 years old. Later he remembered 
being in awe of six foot, red haired and red bearded 
Cornelius Bryant. He went to work at the age of 
eleven for 75¢ an eight hour day hauling empty 
coal cars and coupling cars to the underground 
mules. He was glad to see one particularly stubborn 
one put out to pasture on the company farm.

One celebration that he was fond of retelling 
was that of May 24th 1859. The foot races began 
at the Bastion and ended up at the ravine, which 
was the limit of the distance as there was no bridge 
across it. This was the only area cleared enough 
for racing. John remembered the wheelbarrow 
race being a favourite - both full vision and 
blindfolded. He does not tell who the athletes 
were. There were water sports too. A coal scow 
was fenced and used by the audience as a platform 
to watch the boat and swimming races. This was 
before Nanaimo had a newspaper, so it is unlikely 
an account of the day was published either here or 
in Victoria, a two-day trip away by canoe.

John had often heard his parents talk of food 
rationing the fi rst year in Nanaimo. All food arriving 
by boat was stored in the Bastion. The Indians 
brought deer meat and herring to the HBC store.

In the early 1870s he attended a young men’s 
Bible Class at the Methodist Church with his future 
brother-in-law William McGregor (see Bible Class 

Attendence Book, facing page). William’s attendance 
was far more regular than most of the boys.50

At the beginning of the 1880s John married 
an English girl named Mary much his junior. Her 
surname has been lost. In the 1881 census she was 
listed as a Baptist and John, like his brother Fred, as 
a spiritualist. A daughter Emma was born in 1889 
but died on April 20th 1892.th 1892.th 51 A son Percival was 
born on April 4th 1893. He became a successful th 1893. He became a successful th

businessman in Modesta, California. John made 
frequent trips to visit him there and marvelled 
that they could communicate by phone. A call was 
always a treat on his birthday.

John owned a dog for he paid a dog tax. The 
city introduced this tax to curtail the number of 
dogs running wild. There was also a tax on horses.

John worked in the mines until his 
retirement. By then he owned several houses 
and did all the carpentry to keep them in repair. 
He climbed ladders and shingled roofs until well 
into his 80’s. John was known around Nanaimo 
for his sunny disposition. His wife died in 1925. 
John died on January 4th 1944, aged 90, the last 
surviving passenger on the 1854 trip.

The Meakin Descendants

Mrs. Fred Meakin
(Sarah Hilton)
Photo courtesy of 
Mrs. Gwen Winter
Also available at The 
Nanaimo Museum 
photo fi le I1-68

Notes:

50. NCA, Chapel Street 
Methodist Church Sunday 
School fonds

51. Nanaimo Cemetery 
Records.
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AMANDA THERESA was the eldest AMANDA THERESA was the eldest AMANDA THERESA
daughter of John and Mary Ann Meakin and the 
fi rst of their children to be born in Nanaimo. Her 
birth date was December 6th 1856.

She attended Cornelius Bryant’s Colonial 
School at the age of 5, with Emily Bate, Eliza Ganner 
and Alice Beacham, granddaughter of Richard 
Richardson, in her class. At home her mother taught 
her to sew and to help care for the seven babies that 
followed her. When she remembered her early years 
she spoke of her father as a strict disciplinarian. In 
her teens she became one of the fi rst Sunday school 
teachers at the Ebenezer Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. A log cabin had been built abutting the 
church to serve as a Sunday school. This annex 
gave today’s Chapel Street its name. Amanda 
and the Gough girls were supervised by Phoebe 
Shakespeare Raybould, a milliner from Brierley 
Hill. When the girls were young married women 
she taught them sewing and millinery work.

On March 26th 1876, the Wesleyan Church 
bell rang to announce Amanda’s marriage to 
young mine boss William McGregor whose 
family had come to Nanaimo from Fort Rupert in 

1852. William was born in Victoria in 1855, for his 
father John left Nanaimo after a quarrel with the 
mine manager, George Robinson. The McGregors 
returned to Nanaimo in the early 1860s and John 
again went down the mines. He died soon after 
on January 12th 1866, and is buried in the Pioneer 
Wallace Street Cemetery. His wife Mary continued 
to live in Nanaimo until her death in 1905. On the 
death of his father, eleven-year-old William had 
to leave school and work as a “door boy” in the 
mine. He studied and worked his way up to be a 
mine manager for the Vancouver Coal Mining and 
Land Company.

The mine disaster on May 3rd 1887 was a rd 1887 was a rd

terrible one for Amanda McGregor. Her father, 
young brother, brother-in-law and William’s 
cousin were down the mine and perished in the 
explosion. William went below to attempt a rescue 
but was overcome with after-damp and had to be 
rescued himself. He was taken home for Amanda 
to nurse. Unbeknown to her he slipped out of the 
house and went back to the rescue team. Sorrow 
for Amanda did not stop with this explosion for 
there was another in No. 1 shaft on November 12th

1898, in which William received serious burns. He 
died fi ve days later on November 17th.

Amanda was left with six children for 
whom they both had had great plans. They were 
determined that they would be educated. To this 
end William served as chairman of the Nanaimo 
School Board for several years. He encouraged his 
sons to be active sportsmen. He himself won many 
track awards for the running high jump and long 
jump. He was the fi rst president of the Nanaimo 
Athletic Association Football Club, formed in 
September 1889.

Amanda was a woman with a routine; chores 
were done on the same day each week; the soup 
kettle was always hot, as was the teapot, and 
Sunday supper was always two poached eggs 
on toast for every one at her table. She walked 
regularly from her hilltop home on Selby Street 
to visit her sister-in-law Margaret McGregor 
Glaholm, Nanaimo’s fi rst white girl child. A 
Saturday night walk down town took her ages for 
she stopped and talked to everyone. She seemed to 
have a closer relationship with the McGregor side 
of the family than her own.

Amanda McGregor 
(Meakin), Phoebe 
Raybould 
(Shakespeare), Sabra 
Thompson (Gough)
Nanaimo Museum, 
photo fi le I2-276
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Notes:

52. NCA, McGregor, John 
Charles. “The Klondike 
Goldrush” Transcript of his 
Journal and Reminiscences. 
Pamphlet File.

Amanda had many superstitions. Her 
strongest one was the belief that the colour green 
was particularly unlucky. Of course she would 
never walk under a ladder, nor begin anything 
new on a Friday. As did many Nanaimo women, 
she kept canaries, which she loved. Was this a 
carry-over from when canaries were kept down 
the mines to detect gas? She had a canary hen that 
laid eggs regularly and although the bird sat on 
them for weeks on end Amanda could never quite 
understand why there were no young.

Amanda died at her Selby Street home on 
September 28th 1948, survived by only two of 
her six children, John Charles “Jack” and Maud 
Agnes. Amanda was a charter member of the 
Native Daughters of British Columbia and the 
Nanaimo Pioneer Society. The Native Daughters 
Charter was wreathed with a circle of laurel and 
dogwood in her memory.

Her eldest son Jack, born on May 6th 1876, 
was a well-known professional bicyclist. Through 
1895-1897 he taught school at Cedar, cycling 
there daily. In July 1897 with his cousin, Arthur 
McGregor “Duffy”, and a friend he went to the 

Klondike gold rush. While there he learned of his 
father’s death and in mid-winter set off by dog sled 
for Dawson City. He made record time covering 
the 600 miles, arriving home 27 days later. His 
fascinating story of this trip in 50 degree below 
zero weather has become a family legend.52

On his return he studied to become a master 
mechanic and was employed at the Pacifi c Coast 
Coal Company in South Wellington. Later he was 
chief engineer at the Canadian Collieries No. 5 
mine until it closed in 1935.

Jack was an active citizen. He organized the 
Nanaimo Pioneer Society and was a member of 
Post No. 3 Native Sons of B.C. He was a member 
of the Parks Board, the fi rst President of the 
Nanaimo Historical Society in 1953 and the fi rst 
Commodore of the Nanaimo Yacht Club in 1931. 
He married Glasgow born Catherine Thompson 
who came to Nanaimo as a child in 1888. They 
had two children Marion “Pat” born in 1907 who 
became Mrs. Clarence Murphy and a son William 
Charles “Bill” who was born in 1911. Bill married 
Angelina Clovis “Angie” whose parents owned 
the Quarterway Hotel. As a young man he was 
an avid soccer player. He served as a Nanaimo 
alderman for 10 years and was Chairman of the 
Nanaimo Parks and Recreation Board for 14 
years. He was also a member of the Downtown 
Development Committee. He was instrumental in 
getting grants to build the Bowen Park Complex, 
which opened on 1967. Pat and Bill each had a 
son, John Edward Murphy and Malcolm John 
McGregor.

Catherine McGregor died on April 20th 1955, 
and Jack died on December 4th 1958. Pat Murphy 
is still alive but Bill McGregor died in his 80th year 
on April 11th 1991.

Mary Alice was Amanda’s second child, 
born in 1877. In 1891 she was attendant to the 
May Queen who was her cousin Agnes Glaholm 
(Margaret McGregor’s daughter) On September 
9th 1898, she married New Brunswick born J. 
Ward Bell who was a book keeper at the local 
sawmill and high school chum of her brother Jack. 
Ward’s father was the mill foreman. Early in their 
marriage they moved to Vancouver. Their only 
child Olive married John McMahon. Alice died on 
November 3rd 1935.rd 1935.rd

Jack McGregor
Held by Family
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Ernie McGregor
Held by Family

Maude Agnes, “Maudie” was born on 
October 13th 1879. She became a great support 
to her mother after her father’s death. She began 
work in the local post offi ce and later when 
George B. Pearson began his wholesale grocery 
business she worked in his offi ce. When he went 
into politics she remained on staff for the Kelly 
Douglas Company (Nabob). Maude did not marry 
but remained with her mother in the Selby Street 
home. When her mother died Maude took up 
residence in the Malaspina Hotel. She died on 
April 1st 1963.st 1963.st

William Archibald was born in 1880 and 
died nine years later on November 17th 1889.

Catherine Ethel, “Kate” was born on 
February 23rd 1883. She married Charles rd 1883. She married Charles rd

Trawford, then manager of the Wilson Hotel but 
later Nanaimo’s County Sheriff. He was a keen 
sportsman who had been Canadian champion 
wrestler and a noted game hunter. The family 
lived in a large colonial style home on Marine 
Drive, now Newcastle Avenue. They had two 
daughters. The eldest, Dorothy, eloped with James 
Kelly son of Rev. Peter Kelly, a Haida Indian. This 
marriage did not please Amanda but the families 
must have been happy together for Rev. Peter 
Kelly conducted the funeral service for Amanda’s 
son Jack. The Trawford’s other daughter, Mary, 
became Mary Dunwoody and lived in San 
Francisco.

Kate had a beautiful voice and was in much 
demand at Nanaimo social affairs. She often sang 
at the pioneer dinners honouring Princess Royal
families. She was a lifetime member of St. Paul’s 
Anglican choir. Kate died on April 10th 1940, after 
a stroke. Maude and Amanda nursed her at home 
for a year.

James Ernest “Ernie” was the youngest 
member of the family, born on February 21st 1886. st 1886. st

He was a top student and athlete. He played for 
the Tar Flats Lacrosse team. He left Nanaimo to 
attend Dental College in San Francisco to fi nish 
his education. While there the San Francisco 
earthquake of April 19th 1906, occurred. The 
College had to be dynamited to prevent further 
spread of the destructive fi res that followed the 
earthquake. The students lost everything. Ernie 
camped out in Oakland with other Nanaimoites.

On his return to Nanaimo he set up a dental 
offi ce and married Elizabeth F. Shaw. However 
Nanaimo was saddened by Ernie’s early death 
on April 28th 1917, due to a ruptured appendix. 
Elizabeth lost her unborn infant, supposedly from 
the shock of her husband’s death and was said to 
have died broken hearted on July 19th in the same 
year.

McGregor Park on the edge of the boat 
basin in Nanaimo is a fi tting memorial to this 
family. The park includes a cairn honouring the 
Scottish community that arrived from Fort Rupert 
in 1852 of which the McGregors were a part. Bill 
McGregor unveiled the cairn. John Meakin and 
Amanda McGregor were guests at another city 
cairn unveiling that was erected in 1939. This 
cairn commemorates Nanaimo’s pioneers.
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Notes:

53. NDFP,  30 July  1897.

MARY EMMA, the Meakin’s second 
daughter, was born in 1859. Emma was a family 
name among the London Meakins. Emma married 
railway engineer David Scott of Departure Bay. 
He was of Scottish Presbyterian descent and was 
born in Nova Scotia in 1852. Their home was on 
Haliburton Street.

After a short marriage Emma died on March 
30th 1885, after an illness, which lasted two hours. 
She died of what was called a rheumatic heart. 
She left an infant daughter Emily Dorothy who 
grew up in Nanaimo. She lived, a spinster, at 215 
Newcastle Avenue for many years. She died age 
87 on August 13th 1969.

ALBERT HENRY became a popular name 
for a boy honouring Queen Victoria’s much beloved 
husband. Albert Meakin was born on February 15th

1862. In a school concert he recited a poem “A 
Hundred Years to Come”. How interesting it would 
be to fi nd a copy of his recitation!

Like other members of the family he became 
a miner. On December 12th 1883, he married 
Louisa Biggs, the daughter of another Princess 
Royal family. They had a daughter, Royal family. They had a daughter, Royal Mary Jane
(Rogers), born on September 5th 1884, and another 
daughter, Ethel A. (Hallert), born on April 1st

1893. Mrs. Rogers remained in Nanaimo and Mrs. 
Hallert moved to Bellingham.

Albert joined the other fi fty men from 
Nanaimo and Union that sailed out of town on the 
Islander bound for the Yukon gold rush on July 27th

1897. The Nanaimo Free Press says that Johnson’s 
wharf was: “...Black with men.”53 As they left, the 
crowd and the men on the boat sang farewell songs. 
The Nanaimo steamer Joan blew her whistle in 
salute. When Albert returned he went into business in 
Vancouver where the family were still living in 1934. 
Louisa died in Nanaimo on July 25th 1949, age 83.th 1949, age 83.th

ELLEN was born about 1863. She was 
frequently top student in her class, often winning 
books for scholarship. Margaret Ganner and 
Adoris Fiddick (see Baker) were also prize winners 
in the same class. In 1883 Ellen married John W. 
Morrison a house carpenter in Departure Bay. 
Like her brother Albert’s family, the Morrisons 
moved to Vancouver. They had three children of 
whom two girls survived to adulthood, Bertha 
(Wells) and Flora (McQuarrie).

ELIZABETH, often known as “Lizzie”, was 
born about 1865. One of the highlights of her life was 
to be aboard at the launching of the barque Nanaimo, 
the largest sea going vessel built on the coast to date. 
It was built by her father-in-law Chauncey Carpenter, 
mill owner on Mill Street. The launching took place 
on October 31st 1882. Seventeen-year-old Elizabeth st 1882. Seventeen-year-old Elizabeth st

and twenty-one-year old George Carpenter, sawyer 
at his father’s mill, were married six weeks later on 
December 16th. Their fi rst child, born three years 
later, did not survive. Next came a daughter, Ruby 
then a son, John Chauncey, born in 1890.

After some fi nancial problems American-
born George took his family back to the United 
States about 1904. They lived in Eau Gallie, 
Florida. George died about 1909 in Seattle.

Ellen then married a family friend W.R. 
Roesch, at that time mayor of Eau Gallie, an 
offi ce which he held for six more times. He was 
a postmaster for ten years and a judge. He held 
government offi ce longer than any man in the state 
of Florida to that time.

They retired to a ten acre orange orchard, 
which she wanted to name “Nanaimo Grove”. 
Her husband objected to the name, because he 
felt that the people of Florida would never learn to 
pronounce it.

After Roesch’s death Elizabeth moved back to 
the Seattle area to be near her two sons. Chauncey 
Carpenter Jr. was a publisher of the Arlington News 
in Arlington, Washington. Her other son, Arthur 
was a hotelkeeper in Nanaimo until sometime 
after 1920 when he joined his mother in Seattle. 
Elizabeth died there after 1943 for she was still 
alive when her brother John died in that year.

FLORENCE was Mary Ann’s eighth 
child, born in Confederation Year, 1867. She 
married William Hoy who had come from the 
Sydney mines in Nova Scotia. He was killed in 
the 1887 explosion. Their son William was born 
on February 26th 1887. After her husband died 
Florence lived with her mother and, as noted, 
earned her living as a dressmaker. Sometime after 
1891 she married Thomas Roy. They had one son, 
Sidney Bell Roy, who died age 7 on October 23rd

1914. Another son Evan was born to them. Young 
William continued to live with his grandmother for 
he is listed with her in the 1901 census.
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Left:
Agnes Bertha Meakin 
and her doll Viola
Held by Family

Right:
Agnes Bertha Meakin 
– the mother of the 
Elliot children
Held by Family

AGNES BERTHA, known as “Bertha”, 
the youngest Meakin daughter, was born on 
March 31st 1872. In 1889 she married 23-year-old st 1872. In 1889 she married 23-year-old st

carpenter David Henry Elliott who had come to 
B.C. from Collingwood, Ontario. They lived with 
Bertha’s mother for a time while David built a 
home. They purchased land at 521 Hecate Street, 
which he cleared, using logs from the property 
and maple logs from South Wellington to build a 
sturdy house that still stands.

Before the house was completed David, with 
about another 50 men from Nanaimo left for the 
1897 Klondike gold rush. Booked with him to 
sail on the Islander were Samuel, son of Princess 
Royal pioneer John Thompson, David’s brother-
in-law Albert Henry Meakin and their neighbour 
James Pender.54 These four men came back safely 
with some gold but no great strike. David bought 
a 167-acre farm at Quennel Lake where the family 
all built summer cabins. Bertha died in Nanaimo 
on October 28th 1933, and David moved out to 
the Lake. He furnished the home he had built 

there with beautiful furniture he made from twigs 
and logs. One of his last carpentry jobs was the 
construction of the Speedway Hall at Cedar. He 
died in a nursing home in Port Coquitlam in 1953 
age 89.

The Elliotts had six children of whom one, 
Effi e Clare, born in 1895, died of diphtheria on 
November 4th 1897 while her father was in the 
north. The elder girl, Florence Ethel, born on 
October 5th 1890, worked as a dressmaker and 
milliner before her marriage to hardware clerk, 
Alfred Bailey. He was born in Sheffi eld England 
in 1889. After their marriage he worked for the 4 
X Bakery. Because of his interest in conservation 
he joined the Nanaimo Fish and Game Club and 
was its president from 1935 to 1938

They had two children. Mary Joan was 
born on September 11th 1930. After graduation 
from High School she worked as a travelling 
secretary for the Nanaimo School Board attending 
a different school each day, then as secretary for 
the newly formed CHUB radio station, where 

Notes:

54. NDFP,  29 July 1937.
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Above Left: 
1949 May Queen 
and her attendants, 
all descendants 
of  Princess Royal 
pioneers.
Attendant Berniece 
Biggs, May Queen 
Gertrude Elliot, 
fl ower girl Jane 
Norris, attendant 
Pauline Parkin
NCA, May 24th Empire 
Days Memorabilia

Above Right: 
Florence Ethel Elliott
Held by Family

she met and married Gordon Theedom, one of 
the original announcers there. He later joined the 
B.C. Telephone Company. The Bailey’s son Elliott 
served with the Canadian Scottish Regiment 
during World War II. On his return he also worked 
for B.C. Tel. He married Doris McLennan. He 
died on June 11th 1988.

John Charles Miller “Jack” born on 
November 9th 1892, became a carpenter like his 
father. On the 1920 Voters List he was still living 
in the Hecate Street home. He later married Mary 
Ellen Woollard. Jack often spent the winters on 
the Elliott property at Quennel Lake. In 1954 
he was caretaker on Newcastle Island. They had 
a son Gordon Miller Elliott born in 1923 who 
married Irene Holt, both are deceased. Jack’s 
older daughter, Laureta Irene, born in 1924, 
married James Brownlee Russell. The younger 
daughter, Gertrude Ellen was born in 1923. She 
married Samuel Timmins. In 1949 at the Nanaimo 
Jubilee Celebrations Gertrude was chosen to be 
May Queen. Members of the Royal Party included 
Berniece Biggs, and Pauline Parkin, all three girls 
descendants of Princess Royal passengers. Jack Princess Royal passengers. Jack Princess Royal

died on Christmas Day in 1967 and Mary Ellen 
in 1982.

Arthur Henry, born on February 2nd 1900, nd 1900, nd

married Elsie Leaty. They had a son David who 
in turn had two sons, William and John. Arthur 
worked at the Canadian Bakeries.

Frederick Clare, born on February 3rd

1909, married widow Mabel Soles Heather in 
1955. They had known each other since about 
1924 when they had played together as children 
at their adjoining family farms in Cedar. Frederick 
worked for the B.C. Forestry Service and was a 
bridge builder for the provincial government. He 
died in 1968. Mabel still lives in their Park Avenue 
home in Nanaimo.

Norman Collingwood David, named for 
his father’s hometown, was born on March 12th

1914. He married Barbara McLellan of Cedar 
on February 26th 1938. Their two chosen children 
Daniel Bruce born in 1951 and Pauline Normandee 
born in 1956, now Mrs. Fred Davidson, still live 
on the Quennel Lake property with their own 
children.
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George and Mary Ann Baker

Notes:

55. Information provided by 
Mrs. Laurie Fox, 2004. 

56. NCA, HBC fonds, 
Nanaimo Memoranda 1855-
1857 14 July 1856.

57. NCA, HBC fonds, Day 
Book 1857-1858  2 January 
1857.

58. Oral memories of John 
Meakin and Mark Bate.

59. Bate, Mark.  
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP,  6 April 
1907.

George and Mary Ann Baker sailed on the 
Princess Royal with their three-month-old Princess Royal with their three-month-old Princess Royal
daughter, Esther Elizabeth Ann. George’s 

brother John and his family accompanied them 
on the voyage. There exists some belief that the 
Bakers sailed with a son as well as a daughter. 
George Robinson only lists Esther, however the 
family has found the birth certifi cate of a son 
Daniel born January 1853. No record of his death 
has been found. He probably died shortly before 
they left, as they also named their Nanaimo-born 
son Daniel, a not uncommon practice.55

George began early to try to better his life. 
On July 14th 1856,56 he broke his HBC contract 
and went with his brother John to Bellingham. 
However, George soon returned and was rehired. 
He and a few other miners worked independently 
as recorded in the HBC accounts for 1857.57 He 
progressed to be contractor and overman.

The HBC did not allow the miners to 
own land within the boundaries of the Nanaimo 
township. George obtained an area near the 
Nanaimo River where he grew hay. Arriving 
home with a scow load in 1858 he was informed 
by Mary Ann that his pet dog “Lady” had been 
killed with a rock hurled at it by a “Hydah Indian”. 
Lady had nipped the Indian’s bare foot. Angered, 
George went to the nearby Haida encampment 
and demanded to see the culprit. The Haidas 
surrounded George in a very threatening manner. 
He reported the incident to Captain Stuart who 
sent out a group of miners to arrest the man. They 
were met by the whole Haida camp armed with 
knives, clubs, guns and iron bars to protect the 
offender. Annoyed, Stuart had the Bastion gunner, 
Mitchell, fi re a few charges of “grape shot” near 
the encampment. The man was surrendered to 
Stuart who ordered him to be punished by the 
mess steward George Mills. The schoolteacher 
insisted that the boys should watch the fl ogging. 
John Meakin remembered it as one of his least 
happy memories of early school days.58

There was a small land rush south of 
Nanaimo when an outcropping of coal was seen 
from a passing canoe in 1860. George obtained a 
parcel of land south of Dodd Narrows. This coal 
was not a new discovery, for Natives had reported 
it to the HBC in February 1856.59 When the 

Company sold out to the Vancouver Coal Mining 
and Land Company, George exchanged this piece 
of land for one “in town”. Here he built the second 
house on Haliburton Street.

Now beyond the initial term of his Indenture, 
he was also able to operate a private business. He 
opened a butcher shop on Commercial Street near 
Gough’s Hotel. He held property on Salt Spring 
Island where he raised sheep for his butcher shop. 

George served nine years on the City 
Council from its inception in 1875, mostly as 
Chairman of the Street Committee. He was well 
suited for the job as previously he had been 
superintendent of bridges for the Nanaimo area. 
He drove over the new Nanaimo River Bridge 
that year with a team of oxen and a load of 
merchandise to test its safety. First he travelled at 
a walk and then at the highest rate that his beasts 
would move. At this time Nanaimo streets were 
rutted, muddy thoroughfares in the rainy season. 
George advocated the purchase of a roller and 
rock crusher to improve conditions. Mark Bate 
said he was persistent and the purchase fi nally 
passed Council. Criticism continued for a short 
time, especially when he approved upgrading the 
road in front of his Haliburton Street property.

In 1879 he added rooms to his house to 
comply with hotel regulations that required a 
minimum of ten bedrooms in a hotel. He was 
then able to apply for a liquor license. On July 
23rd 1879, the Dew Drop Inn, on Haliburton rd 1879, the Dew Drop Inn, on Haliburton rd

Street, became a reality and was the focal point of 
much local activity. He mainly catered to steady 
boarders.

Horse races became a regular activity on 
Haliburton Street. The judge’s stand was on the 
balcony of the hotel, which overlooked the fi nish 
line. All horses had to be in a fi eld adjacent to the 
hotel for inspection one hour before the starting 
time. George owned a locally famous horse named 
“Sleepy Dan”. It was used as a delivery horse for 
his butcher’s shop on weekdays when a young boy 
rode the horse around town with a basket of meat 
for Nanaimo housewives. There was heavy betting 
at some of these races. Sleepy Dan was not known 
to lose a race.

Horse racing was not the only activity 
centred near the Dew Drop Inn for the hotel had 
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a bowling alley. Many handicap quoit matches 
were held in 1883, the public being invited to 
participate or watch. The entry fee was a dollar 
and prizes ranged from $5 to $20.60 George had 
several other properties around town including the 
Chinese Wash House.61

Baker’s municipal taxes at this time were: $5 
business license - the tax form noted that he had a 
billiard table; $100 liquor license; $6 tax for three 
horses; $3 real estate tax and $2 dog tax.

The Baker family was Methodist. George 
was the treasurer for the fi rst Wesleyan Church 
Board. He also taught Sunday school which 
his children attended. He and his daughters 
took part in church concerts. George often 
entertained at dinners and other social events. 
One of his favourite songs was “The Home of 
an Englishman”. However, his most 
popular song with a male audience 
was “When Joan’s Ale was New, 
My Boys”. Mark Bate describes 
George as “...always jovial, jocund, 
merry and free.”62

On June 4th 1887, George 
received a telegram saying that his 
son Daniel was very ill in The Dalles, 
Oregon. Mrs. Baker left immediately to 
nurse him.63 He recovered.

Another Free Press article tells 
us George had a run in with the police 
in March 1887 when one of his horses 
collapsed on the main street with the contagious 
disease, glanders. The constable said that the 
law required that the horse be destroyed at 
once. However, it died before any action was 
required.

George retired from business in 1892 and 
in 1906 he and Mary Ann moved to Victoria. 
Their sons took over the hotel management.  
He died on December 9th 1909, and was buried 
in Nanaimo. Mary Ann died in Nanaimo four 
months later on April 7th 1910. Her youngest 
son James, aged 35 had died two days earlier in 
Victoria and a double funeral was held from the 
family residence on Haliburton Street.64

Overlay:
Nanaimo Free Press 
advertisementadvertisement

Notes:

60. NFP, 4 October 1883.

61. NFP, 30 March 1879.

62. Bate, Mark.  
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP,  6 April 
1907.

63. NFP,  4 June 1887.

64. Nanaimo Cemetery 
Records

George Baker
Held by FamilyHeld by Family
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Notes:

65. Information from Lannie 
Fox

66. NCA. City of Nanaimo 
Corporate Administration 
fonds, Letterbook, 1888. 
Signed by City Clerk, 
Samuel Gough. 

67. Named for her father’s 
home in England.

68. Information on this 
branch of the family courtesy 
of Walter Mayer zu Erpen.

The Baker Descendants

ESTHER ANN was the only one of Mary 
Ann’s children born in England. She 
married Thomas Nicholas, farmer and 

miner, in Nanaimo in 1872. Soon after they moved 
to the Portland area in Oregon. Esther Ann had 
two daughters Sophie and Pearl.

The Baker family found the birth certifi cate 
of a son, DANIEL, born in January 1853, although 
there is no record of his death. He possibly died 
shortly before they left, as they also named their 
Nanaimo-born son Daniel, a not uncommon 
practice.65

DANIEL, born on December 10th 1855, 
went into the butcher business with his father 
on the corner of Wharf Street next to the Gough 
Hotel. He then branched out for himself. In 1876 
he sold his business and moved to The Dalles, 
Oregon, where he ran a hotel. He married and had 
three daughters and one son.

BENJAMIN was born on May 7th 1858, and 
spent his life in Nanaimo. He began work in his 
father’s hotel as a bartender. He was a jack-of-
all trades, for he mined, farmed, was a teamster, 
worked in the family butcher shop and ran the 
Dew Drop Hotel. On January 30th 1888, he was 
appointed to the position of Road Superintendent 
for Nanaimo City.66

On January 21st 1885 he married Adoris st 1885 he married Adoris st

Fiddick at her family farm known as Kellow 
Farm in the Cranberry District.67 They went for 
a wedding tour on the Amelia. After her father 
built the Occidental Hotel they lived there for a 
few years.

They had seven children with only fi ve 
reaching adulthood. The eldest was Elizabeth 
Maud, born in 1886, who married Gwillin Thomas 
who had good success in the Klondike. Adoris’ fi rst 
son Benjamin Arthur died in an epidemic at 18 
months and the second son Edward James died at 
four years old, not recovering from an operation in 
Victoria. Alfred Raymond born in 1891 worked 
initially at No. 1 Esplande Mine and then farmed 
for a time on his sister Pearl’s property in Cedar. 
He died in 1940.

Pearl Alina, born in 1893, took a 
stenographer’s course and fi rst worked for 
Nanaimo lawyer Victor B. Harrison. During World 
War I banks found it necessary to hire women and 

Pearl joined the Royal Bank where she worked for 
many years. In later life she married contractor 
John H. Turley, who with his brother rebuilt St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church and also added a wing 
to the old Nanaimo Hospital on Kennedy Street. 
Turley died in 1950 and Pearl in 1966.

Esther, born in 1895, worked as a 
dressmaker’s apprentice until she took a nursing 
course in Victoria in 1915. Here she met and 
married an English patient named Harry Steed. 
They lived on his farm in Olds, Alberta, before 
moving to Portland. There he became a commercial 
artist and she nursed and worked as a seamstress 
for Jantzen’s. Their son Ray became supervisor 
of Schools for Portland and their son Frederick 
taught in Seattle. Walter, Adoris’ youngest son 
was born in 1897 and was an asthmatic. She took 
him to the drier air in Alberta where he improved 
enough to work on a farm. He had a tooth pulled 
and when a severe infection developed his asthma 
returned. He died as a result of this in 1918.68

JOSEPH, born in 1859, married American 
born Ellen Miller, daughter of Matthew and 
Caroline. They had four children Ivey May, 
George, Joseph Milton and Warrel C.. After the 
turn of the century they moved to Portland.

GEORGE the next son lived with his parents. 
He worked as a teamster and remained a bachelor.

LUCY, born about 1866, married miner 
William Heague from Lancashire. He was killed 
in the 1887 explosion. Lucy died the following 
year aged 21 and left a daughter Violet to be cared 
for by her grandparents. The child died at the age 
of twelve.

MARY ANN who married miner Alexander 
Shaw lived at Extension. They had a large 
family and moved to Big Qualicum where their 
son became Road Superintendent. Among their 
descendants are farmers, teachers and seamen. A 
very dangerous hill on the road to Courtenay is 
known as Shaw’s Hill.

ISAAC, or as he was listed in the early 
records, Isaah, died in November 1886 at the age 
of 15. He was working in his father’s butcher shop 
by this time.

JAMES the youngest son died two days 
before his mother in 1910. He was married and 
had one child.
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A Break in the Indenture

THOMAS AND CHARLOTTE LOWNDES: 
The welcome sight of landfall was tinged 
with tragedy for the Lowndes family as 

Thomas had died on October 21st 1854. “Thomas st 1854. “Thomas st

Lowndes one of the Staffordshire miners ill 
almost Ever Since We left London ... died and 
was interred ashore, with about 10 of his Mates 
[permitted] to follow him to the Grave.”69 It is 
thought that Charlotte Lowndes and her two year 
old son James returned to England as Thomas’s 
indenture gave her free passage home. Other 
than Elijah and Frances Ganner the Lowndes 
were the oldest couple on board. Thomas was 
37 and Charlotte 33. They had been married at 
Kidderminster on December 2nd 1850.nd 1850.nd 70

WILLIAM AND SARAH INCHER: Tragedy 
struck again while the Princess Royal was in Princess Royal was in Princess Royal
Honolulu for Sarah Incher died in childbirth, 
though the baby lived. One of the Ganner children 
died about the same time. Carpenters came on 
board and made coffi ns for them both. Gale notes 
in his log “at 8.30 Mr. Robinson with 5 more of the 
people Went on Shore to Burie the 2 Corpss.”71

On October 31st the st the st Princess Royal left Princess Royal left Princess Royal
Honolulu. Gale’s gloomy chronicle of death 
continues:

“On 8th of November at 3h. p.m. William 
Inchers Infant Died the Mother of which was 
Buried at Honolulu. At 8h.30 P.M. the Infant 
was Throwen over board and no more Notice 
taken of it Had it been a dead Cat.”72taken of it Had it been a dead Cat.”72taken of it Had it been a dead Cat.”

It is possible the child had not been christened 
and so was thought to have been unworthy of 
Christian burial. One can feel Gale’s contempt for 
the situation. William, now a widower with three 
other children, Clara Maria age 5, Ellen age 3 and 
a one-year-old child may have been beyond caring. 
No record can be found of the children. Possibly 
they returned to England under Mrs. Lowndes’ care. 
William had three known sisters Ellen, Elizabeth 
and Eleanor, who lived in Kidderminster, so the 
children may have gone to them. If they had been 
in Nanaimo, Clara Maria would have been on early 
school records as she was the same age as Moses 
Bevilockway, Sarah Ann Bull, Sarah Ganner and 
Samuel Gough, all listed on the school roll.

William Incher had been born to Enoch and 
Elizabeth in September 1827, and christened at 
Dudley Saint Thomas as were all the children. 
There are only about 30 Incher (Hincher) records 
from 1785-1860 at Saint Thomas, suggesting that 
they had come to the area from elsewhere. The 
name is of German origin.

Incher’s stay in Nanaimo was short. On 
September 13th 1855 he deserted to mine at 
Bellingham Bay. When he returned he stayed a 
week and left for good on the brig Leonesa for 
San Francisco.

WILLIAM AND ANN HARRISON and their 
daughter Ann also left on the Leonesa in 1855. 
There would be no free trip back to England for 
them as he had broken his contract. Harrison 
had gone to Bellingham Bay with the eight other 
men but returned within a week. Robinson, who 
knew William as a good workman, gave him a 
letter to take to Governor Douglas in Victoria 
recommending that he be rehired at the Nanaimo 
mines on his return. He was reinstated at a less 
favourable rate of pay. This he found unsatisfactory 
and so left Nanaimo for good.

GEORGE AND ANN BULL emigrated with 
their two daughters, 5-year-old Sarah Ann
and eighteen month old Susannah, who died 
enroute. In Nanaimo they lost another child from 
hydrocephalus. Robinson said that Bull was 
indolent, discourteous and a mischief-maker. He 
was not an ambitious miner. In 1855, when coal 
was being mined at Pemberton’s Encampment 
under the bluff at the north end of the Ravine, 
the winding was done with the aid of a Gin.73 The 
coal was shipped from a small jetty at the mouth 
of the Millstone. Bull was employed driving the 
Gin horse. The work was slow and George rested 
between runs sometimes falling asleep. Robinson 
seeing him asleep removed Bull’s cap and hid it 
near at hand, leaving the miner to fi nish his sleep. 
Bull was awakened by the men when the mine 
cars did not move. Later in the day Robinson, 
addressing Bull said, “George why don’t you 
wear your cap?” Bull replied, “I like to be cool 
when I’m at work.” Robinson retrieving the cap 
from under a stone and indicating his displeasure, 
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sarcastically told the 36-year-old man that as he 
was getting thin on the top he might fi nd it too cool 
going home bareheaded.74

Often in disfavour, the Bulls decided to 
move on. They left for Australia in April 1857 on 
the Sea Witch.75

JOHN AND ISABELLA BAKER: Other than the 
John Thompsons, Isabella and John Baker were 
the youngest couple aboard the Princess Royal, 
both being only 20. Enroute, on September 24th

a daughter was born to Isabella. Gale writes “in a 
Very great haste - at 10 A.M. the woman Was on 
Deck Washing at 3.30 PM was Confi ned.”76 This 
child lived three weeks, Gale notes:

“October 14 ...at 8: AM In consequence of the 
Surgeon having Reported to Capt. Wishart 
that John Bakers child  was not expected 
to live & the parents Particularly requesting 
to have the child Christened  the Capt. did 
accordingly Christen The Child By the name 
of Anna Marie With and by the Forms of the 
Church of England according to the parents 
request.”77request.”77request.”

The log continues on October 15th:

“NB at 3:45 AM John Bakers Infant died, the 
same that was christened yesterday by the 
Capt. ... at 11:25 AM Buried Bakers child That 
died Last Night the usual ceremony performed 
by the Capt.”78by the Capt.”78by the Capt.”

They had two more children born in 
Nanaimo. According to Captain Stuart Mr. 
Baker’s stay was not unmixed with trouble. On 
February 5th 1856 the following is related: 

“An accident occurred at Newcastle Island to 
one of the miners (John Baker) a portion of 
the roof, consisting of stone of a soft nature, 
fell, crushing him in its fall. With care however, 
there is every probability of recovery.”79there is every probability of recovery.”79there is every probability of recovery.”

That he did recover is indicated: “Monday, July, 
14, 1856 Settled the account of John Baker and 
J. Webb previous to their departing to Bellingham 
Bay.”80 The men left on the 15th following which 
Stuart makes a comment concerning their wives. 

“July 19th 11 A.M. A scow came from 
Bellingham Bay and conveyed the wives of the 
miners who left on the 15th. She did not come 
into the Harbour but anchored outside.”81into the Harbour but anchored outside.”81into the Harbour but anchored outside.”

The miners were rehired by Stuart in 
September, 1856. Subsequently Baker is often 
“booked” as “refusing to work” and as “going 
on strike.”82 In spite of his rebelliousness he had 
the reputation among the Natives of being a brave 
man. It is unlikely that all his connections with 
Nanaimo were broken as when he fi nally departed 
he left behind his more stable brother George and 
his family.

THOMAS AND ELIZABETH JONES: It is 
not surprising that with mining connections and 
prevalence of Welsh miners in Britain more than 
one Thomas Jones would come to Nanaimo. Several 
are mentioned in various records. It was therefore a 
challenge to be sure which was the Thomas Jones 
who came on the Princess Royal who came on the Princess Royal who came on since Robinson 
gave limited information about him or his wife. 
Nor, as far as is known, have descendants of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Jones ever answered to the 
Roll Call of the Pioneers on November 27th.

Jones was one of several miners who decided 
to try his luck in the Bellingham mines before his 
contract was fulfi lled, but like the others he too 
returned to Nanaimo and was re-hired. In January 
1856, the HBC Nanaimo Memoranda states “Yorke, 
Jones and Bevilockway” returned on the Rob 
Roy….and were “engaged again by the Company 
having expressed their contrition for past conduct”. 
Mrs. Jones did not return until May 1856.

When the old Pioneer Cemetery was cleaned 
and the graves charted by the Nanaimo Historical 
Society in 1955, inscriptions on the gravestones 
were noted. Many wooden markers had crumbled 
and were cleared away by the City. In 1960 The 
Hub City Kiwanis Club undertook the task of 
restoration and any salvable headstones were 
mounted in the stone wall built for that purpose. 
A memorial booklet written by Patricia Johnston 
for the occasion of the re-dedication, notes that 
a headstone inscribed Thos. Jones, aged 28, who 
died December 9th 1864, was too crumbled to be set th 1864, was too crumbled to be set th

into the wall and mentions that Jones came on the 
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Princess Royal. Perhaps that inscription said this 
too, but City records do not give us more than his 
date of death and burial. There were also the initials 
A.E.J. One paid for each letter carved, which 
might explain the abbreviation for Thomas, with 
presumably his wife’s initials. Perhaps she was in 
fact Ann Elizabeth. No separate burial records exist 
for her. Possibly she re-married after Thomas died. 

So we have a small mystery. However, this 
would seem to be the correct pioneer as the others 
of similar name came later. It would appear that 
Thomas was the fi rst of the Staffordshire miners 
to have died here, others lived a longer life and 
prospered.

Hudson’s Bay 
Company.
Cash Book 1857
Nanaimo 
Community Archives
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When George Robinson signed up 
miners to come to Nanaimo in 1854 
the names of Sarah and Richard Turner 

and their daughter CHRISTIANNA of Pensnett, 
Staffordshire, were on his list forwarded to the 
HBC Secretary.83 For some unknown reason 27 
year old Sarah did not sail with her husband and 
eight year old daughter.

Richard was born to Charles and Mary 
Turner about 1818. The family were long time 
Staffordshire miners. He had a sister as well as 
a daughter named Christianna.84 In Nanaimo, 
Richard and Christianna lived in a small log house 
on the southwest corner of today’s Skinner and 
Bastion Streets. Mark Bate described Richard 
“as hard, so to speak, as a nail.”85 He was a 
good workman, seldom missing a day of labour. 
However, he was something of a miser.

In the summer of 1861 tragedy struck them: 
“The house of Mr. Turner was found to be on fi re. 
There being no water to quench the fl ames: the 
house was entirely consumed within an hour.”86 At 
the sound of the alarm bell on the Methodist Church 
the neighbours gathered to help Christianna save 
their household belongings. Richard did not seem 
to be concerned about his furniture but was seen 
digging frantically in his backyard. He retrieved 
a small sack containing his savings. He would not 
reveal the contents in front of the crowd but next 
day claimed, “it was all right.”87 Bate says the sack 
contained a considerable number of twenty dollar 
gold “slugs”.88 Richard was probably unconcerned 
about the house because he did not own it. The 
Literary Institute building was constructed on this 
property in 1863.

Richard left Nanaimo in 1863 for Victoria 
where he bought several lots near the waterfront 
and erected small cottages on them. It is assumed 
that he lived on the income from the rents. In the 
1881 census he is listed as a miner, a widower, 
living common-law with a 60-year-old Native 
woman Mary.89 Richard was now an invalid. He 
died on November 11th 1881 at age 65.

The International Genealogical Index for 
Staffordshire lists many Turners named Richard 
and Christianna. However, Christianna was 
christened January 1st 1854, at Dudley St. Thomas st 1854, at Dudley St. Thomas st

Church, in Worcester. At the time she would have 
been seven or eight. In Nanaimo she attended Mr. 
Charles Bailey’s school and later had Cornelius 
Bryant as a teacher. The school was a log house 
near her home. Her father had to pay 1 pound 
sterling a year tuition and supply her with books 
and paper. She also went to the Methodist Sunday 
school. In 1859 she was in a class with Robert 
Dunsmuir’s daughter, Agnes, and with Eliza 
Malpass who had been on the Princess Royal with Princess Royal with Princess Royal
her. John Meakin was their teacher.

In a 1905 list of the survivors of the Princess 
Royal compiled by the Native Sons, Christianna’s Royal compiled by the Native Sons, Christianna’s Royal
whereabouts was listed as unknown. A careful 
search through the Victoria census reveals no one 
by the name of Christianna. She was no longer a 
member of her father’s household. This Princess 
Royal link is thus broken.

Richard and Sarah Turner
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Thomas and Anna Maria York

When Thomas F. York signed his 
Indenture to work for the HBC in 
Nanaimo he was mining in Wordsley. 

He had come there from Madely, Shropshire, 
where he was born to William and Mary York on 
April 8th 1827.90 A record of Thomas’s marriage to 
Anna Maria has not been found. When they had 
a daughter in 1851 the York family tradition of 
naming a girl “Phoebe” was continued.

On board the Princess Royal Thomas took 
an early lead among the miners for he and John 
Malpass were assigned to serve out stores with 
the third offi cer Mr. Naunton. In July there was 
a mild mutiny on board ship when the miners 
went on strike because of their dissatisfaction 
with the poor condition of their food. No 
doubt York and Malpass would have had to be 
somewhat of a go-between for the miners with 
the Princess Royal offi cers. Neither of them 
went on strike.

Several entries in the HBC Memoranda 
suggest that Thomas was not content in 
Nanaimo: 

“June 15, 1856, Thomas York received leave 
of absence for 10 days in order to proceed 
to Victoria per Harrises boat which was 
from Bellingham Bay.  July 14, 1856, Settled 
the accounts of Thomas York, John Baker 
and J. Webb previous to their departure 
for Bellingham Bay. July 15, 1856, T. York, J. 
Baker and J. Webb left for Bellingham Bay in 
company with Mr. Reid who came to entice 
them away. July 19, 1856 cloudy and calm 
day, 56º. A scow came from Bellingham 
Bay and conveyed wives of the miners, who 
left on the 15th. She did not come into the 
harbour but anchored outside.”91harbour but anchored outside.”91harbour but anchored outside.”

 It would seem that Anna Maria and Phoebe 
joined Thomas at Bellingham.

Thomas came back to Nanaimo for a short 
time but must have liked what he had seen in 
Whatcom County for he returned there. One 
account says that he continued mining and another 
that he helped lay out the town of Bellingham. He 
was supposed to have received a grant of land for 
his services. This part of Bellingham is still called 
York Addition.92

Word leaked out to the world that Caledonia 
(now B.C.) was teeming with gold. Thomas hired 
a large canoe paddled by Indians to travel with 
his family from Bellingham up the Strait of 
Georgia and the Fraser River to Fort Yale. Here 
he ran a hostel for miners going north. In 1858 
the Fraser River became the highway for the gold 
seekers so Thomas bought shares in a riverboat. 
He navigated it himself until it was wrecked 
when the boiler exploded, a common occurrence 
on the river.

The family’s next move was to Spuzzum, 
eleven miles north of Yale. It was a spot where 
the miners had to cross the dangerous river 
because the high banks at the end of their trail 
were impassable. Thomas saw the possibility of 
running a scow across the river to carry miners, 
mules and mining outfi ts to the other shore. He 
sent to San Francisco for an $800 hemp cable 
which he stretched across the river and by this 
method he ferried hundreds of men, shortening 
their route to the Cariboo by about two weeks. 
He and his partner operated this ferry until a 
suspension bridge, known as the Alexandra 
Bridge, was built.

The Yorks’ next move was to the Sumas 
Prairie where in 1865 Thomas operated a store. 
Many disillusioned gold seekers who had passed 
through the Fraser Valley on their way north 
remembered the good land they had seen and 
returned to settle. Once again Thomas saw a 
market possibility.

In 1870 he wrote to the Executive Council 
in Victoria: 

“An application was then read from Thomas 
Yorke dated 12th December for a pastoral 
lease of land for 10 years at Sumass 
containing 2000 acres. The application(s) 
being approved of, The Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and works was instucted to 
issue the Lease(s) in accordance with his 
suggestions.”93suggestions.”93suggestions.”

Thomas brought a herd of cattle from Oregon to 
start a dairy farm. He shipped butter at $1 a pound 
to Barkerville, and added beef to his farm, which 
sold for 40¢ a pound.
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Thomas must have had a sense of humour 
of a kind, illustrated in this story often told about 
him:

“When he had a store beside Sumas Lake 
one of his employees was in love with a girl 
named Jessie who lived across the lake. A 
storm often whipped up suddenly on the 
water and Thomas was worried when the 
young man canoed across. One evening when 
a strong wind delayed him Thomas met him 
at the wharf and is supposed to have said, 
‘I was troubled about thee lad. Thee could 
have been hurt. This will not happen again.’ 
With that Thomas took the axe and chopped 
the prow off the canoe.The young man not 
to be deterred set a big stone in the stern of 
the canoe which lifted the prow clear of the 
water. On his return Tom met him again – ‘This 
will not happen again. Take thee a horse and 
get going and don’t come back until thee has 
married the girl.’  He married the girl and the 
story says they had 19 children.”94story says they had 19 children.”94story says they had 19 children.”

Thomas died in 1893 and is buried in the 
Abbotsford Municipal Cemetery formerly known 
as the Musselwhite Cemetery.95

Thomas Francis York
Chilliwack Museum 

and Historical 
Society

P. Coll. 120. J.O. Booen 
fonds P317
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PHOEBE was a much-travelled girl by the 
time she was ten years old. When the family 
moved to Spuzzum she was sent to school in 

Victoria. In the late 1870s she married an Irishman 
named William Moore Campbell. Together they 
operated the fi rst Post Offi ce in Sumas Prairie. 
William died about 1891 and Phoebe remained 
a widow for another 45 years. She stayed in the 
Upper Sumas until 1934 when she moved to 
Abbotsford where she died in January 1936. The 
Campbells had several children, William, John 
and Thomas who lived in Matsqui, Fanny who 
married Magistrate Charles O’Donnell Bell also 
of Matsqui, Sarah who married a Mr. Riggs and 
moved to Oregon. Another daughter Margaret 
remained a spinster in Vancouver.

THOMAS FRASER was born on October THOMAS FRASER was born on October THOMAS FRASER
21st 1858, in a log cabin at Yale. On November 19st 1858, in a log cabin at Yale. On November 19st th

of that year Governor James Douglas proclaimed 
the area a colony to be known as British Columbia 
and separate from Vancouver Island. In 1876, 
Premier George Walkem decided that some 
honour should be accorded to the fi rst white child 
born on the mainland. He offered Fraser York the 
pick of 160 acres of government land. Fraser chose 
a piece of property in the Sumas Valley, which he 
later sold for $4000.

In 1929 when Fraser York made a claim 
to have been the fi rst white child born in British 
Columbia a controversy raged in the newspapers. 

York claimed that the other births brought forward 
were on Vancouver Island then not part of British 
Columbia. York’s supporters lost the argument 
as it was fi nally agreed that a Mrs. Findlay had a 
child at Fort Langley and Mrs. Jane MacDonald 
had borne several boys at Langley in the 1830s.

Thomas York Sr. had donated a piece of land 
in Sumas for a schoolhouse, which became known 
as York school. In November 1880 Fraser married 
Miss Josephine McDonald of Chilliwack who had 
taught in the Cariboo and was the fi rst teacher at 
the York school.

After their marriage in Chilliwack they 
travelled down the Fraser by canoe to their home 
in the Sumas Valley. They had a son Thomas Jr., 
and three daughters Mabel, Maud who became 
Mrs. Fleming and lived in Victoria and Lenore 
“Nora” Newton who moved to Los Angeles. The 
children attended the York School, skating on the 
river when the winter was cold and using stilts in 
the spring when the roads were extremely muddy. 
Mosquitoes were always a problem. 

In 1894 the Fraser Valley experienced a 
huge fl ood. Roads and bridges were washed away 
when the river overfl owed its dykes and dams. 
The Fraser Yorks used the Community Hall built 
on land donated by Thomas Sr. as a home during 
this fl ood. In 1889 the Fraser Yorks had a farm 
and Inn where the Whatcom Road crossed the 
Sumas River at the 49th parallel. Fraser became the 
Customs Offi cer at this border point and served 
there until 1902. When the C.P.R. was built the 
junction was moved to Huntingdon. The Yorks 
transferred there and Fraser continued service as 
a customs offi cer until 1915.

Fraser York died on January 29th 1942 and 
Josephine on November 20th 1945. Josephine 
preserved much of the history of gold mining and 
of the York family as well as that of the community 
which all the family served so well.

The York Descendants

Wire Suspension 
Bridge over the 
Fraser River, From 
The London 
Illustrated News, 
12 May 1865
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