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Abbreviations used in the footnotes and captions
BCARS: British Columbia Archives and Records Service
HBC: Hudson’s Bay Company
HBCA-PAM: Hudson’s Bay Company Archives - Provincial Archives of Manitoba
Ibid: (Latin, short for “ibidem”, “the same place”) is the term used to provide an endnote or footnote citation 
or reference for a source that was cited in the preceding endnote or footnote. To fi nd the Ibid source, one has 
to look at the reference right before it, and so ‘Ibid’ serves a similar purpose to ditto marks (“).
IGI: Internaional Genealogical Index
NCA: Nanaimo Community Archives
NDFP: Nanaimo Daily Free Press
NFP: Nanaimo Free Press

In the references to Nanaimo Cemetery Records, the actual records could be at City Hall, the Nanaimo 
Community Archives as part of the Nanaimo Cemetery Trustee fonds, Plot Book or The Nanaimo Family 
History Society which has published the Surname Index to the Nanaimo Cemetery 1876-1976, May 1992.
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The Historical Society would like to 
acknowledge and thank a number of people 
for their input to these volumes. Apart from 

the work of Peggy Nicholls, members of her family 
were pressed into service to assist in compiling the 
genealogical charts. Without the photographs and 
documents provided by a number of Princess 
Royal families some details would have been Royal families some details would have been Royal
sketchy. After the initial publications, they also 
came forward with additional information for 
inclusion. We are grateful that they were willing 
to share all these family treasures.

The Nanaimo District Museum has provided 
most of the copying services and in particular 
Debbie Trueman, the General Mangager, has 
been especially supportive from the beginning.   
Christine Meutzner, Archives Manager of the   
Nanaimo Community Archives, was particulary 
helpful in seeking out and establishing sources 
and we appreciate the generous assistance of 
the British Columbia Archives and Records 

Service. Peggy also had recourse to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company Archives in Manitoba and to 
several historians in England. Dr. Helen Brown, 
of Malapina University-College, added her 
signifi cant expertise. Pamela and Daphne have 
seen the books through from the fi rst publication 
in 1991. The fi nal technical formatting of the new 
edition has been conceived by Helena Poll who 
did the layout and graphic design. It has been a 
privilege for us to work on the reprinting of these 
stories so that part of Nanaimo’s early history will 
continue to be available.

Pamela Mar,
Daphne Paterson.

2007 

Acknowledgements

Early Nanaimo:
Front St. with 
Newcastle Island in 
the background
BCARS C-05538
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When the idea for compiling a short 
history of the 24 families who arrived 
in Nanaimo in November 1854 was fi rst 

discussed, it was expected to be brief biographies 
of the travellers. The project was turned over to 
the capable hands of locally born historian and 
genealogist Peggy Nicholls, who expanded it into 
a fi ve-year labour of love.

The fi rst volume encompassed the way in 
which the families were recruited in the Midlands 
of England, the hardships of the six-month voyage 
aboard the Princess Royal and something of the Princess Royal and something of the Princess Royal
small town for which they were destined. Also 
included was a brief note on George Robinson, 
who was to be the Mine Manager, and a family 
tree supplied by the family.

This suggested that a family tree of each 
of the families would enhance their stories. 
Few of them had maintained extended family 
chronicles, so Peggy set to work on creating the 
charts from English church and civil records for as 
many families as possible. Some settlers had left 
Nanaimo over the years and it was not feasible to 
trace them from the little that was known about 
them. Nevertheless almost all have been identifi ed 
and tracked as far as possible.

Family co-operation was essential. Old 
photo albums were scoured and historic photos 
produced; younger descendants identifi ed their 
ancestors and told stories they had heard from 
grandparents. Some photos were retrieved 
from the Nanaimo and Provincial Archives and 
corroborative checks were made. The descendants 
of each of the Princess Royal passengers were Princess Royal passengers were Princess Royal
recorded as far as could be ascertained.

As successive volumes were published 
each November 27th the families eagerly snapped 
them up. During each year re-prints had to be 
made. It was not just the descendants who were 
interested. Genealogists bought them for the 
family trees. Visitors from Britain or people who 
had family there purchased them for the history 
they contained. Letters arrived from many sources 
asking for copies. The small volumes have found 
their way world-wide.

Personal computing was in a fairly early 
stage when the work began, and our “compositor” 
honed her skills on the books after they had been 

edited and checked. Now technology has greatly 
improved and far more is possible. The fi ve books, 
which were of uneven length, have been re-set, 
some of the facts have been re-checked, and some 
new photographs included. Other material has 
come to light since 1991 and some of this has 
been added, mainly as footnotes. We did not want 
to interrupt the fl ow of Peggy Nicholls’ original 
work, which has been recognized by eminent 
historians as a tour-de-force.

The publishers, The Nanaimo Historical 
Society, are immensely grateful for the work that 
Peggy put into this history. It must be stressed 
that it was because of her personal knowledge 
of the families that so much was entrusted to her, 
and to Peggy and the families we owe a debt of 
gratitude.

It was decided to continue to publish the 
histories as a series of volumes, though not quite 
in the same form as before.

Daphne Paterson   
Pamela Mar

July 2007

Preface
Locally born historian’s fi ve year labour of love

Peggy  Nicholls
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In the mid-nineteenth century, steam was 
replacing sail as the motive power in the navies 
of the world. Because of this, Chief Factor 

James Douglas of the Hudson’s Bay Company Fort, 
established at Victoria in 1843, became interested 
in coal. He could foresee that the Company could 
supply the many navy ships being stationed on 
the coast. He also needed coal for the Company 
blacksmiths’ forges and for the HBC ship, the 
Beaver, which at that time was still a wood burning 
vessel. Douglas also knew that the Americans had 
been searching for coal since the mid 1830s. 

Early discoveries at the north end of 
Vancouver’s Island had led to the establishment 
of Fort Rupert in 1849. The Company brought 
out a Scottish miner, John Muir, as oversman. 
He came on Harpooner with various members Harpooner with various members Harpooner
of his family, all destined to work the recently 
discovered coalfi elds. However, the venture at 
Fort Rupert was not successful and this failure was 
responsible for the development of Colviletown, 
now Nanaimo. 

When reports came to Victoria concerning 
Fort Rupert’s problems, Douglas’s clerk, Joseph 

McKay, remembered an old Indian named Che-
wich-i-kan who had come to Fort Victoria to have 
his gun repaired and that he had told of burning 
black stones where he lived. He was asked to 
bring in some samples. After a winter of illness, in 
April 1850 he brought south a canoe load of good 
coal. In May, McKay was sent to investigate and 
found a source of excellent coal. In 1852 when it 
was evident that Fort Rupert could not supply the 
needed coal, McKay returned to the area and his 
favourable report infl uenced Douglas to visit the 
region and claim the mines for the HBC. 

The miners were then brought from Fort 
Rupert to Nanaimo at several different times. 
Among them were Boyd Gilmour, three Muirs 
- John Sr. & Jr. and Alexander, engineer Andrew 
Hunter, Robert Dunsmuir, the two Work brothers, 
William Isbister, the French brothers Adam and 
Archibald, Alexander Papley, John McGregor, 
Edward Walker, Emmanuel “Bob” Wiles, 
Harry Sampson, James Stove and Raymond the 
blacksmith. The wives came on a later boat. They 
included Joanna Dunsmuir and three children, 
Mary Hunter and her children, Margaret Work, 

From Brierley Hill to Nanaimo 1854

Print of Nanaimo 
Harbour, 1862
Original by Owen 
Staples
NCA 1998 032 M-PRT1
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Mrs. French and some First Nations women who 
cohabited with some of the bachelors. Most of them 
married these men and raised fi ne families. One 
early visitor to Nanaimo stated their houses were 
neater than some of the miners. There were also 
some French Canadians and some Kanakas. That 
year Leon Labine and Jean Baptiste Fortier, expert 
axe men, came to help construct the community 
and a protective bastion similar to ones built at 
other forts.1 Ovid Allard came with his family to 
look after the Indian labour, Francois Cote came 
to build houses, Joseph Despard Pemberton and 
his Chinese helper Udbe, came to survey and John 
Malcolm to tend stores.2 Several Métis canoe 
men came to provide transportation to Victoria. 
Independently Magnus Edgar and Thomas 
Degnen came in search of land, but fi rst worked 
as miners. So began the community Nanaimo or 
Nanymo, a name suggested by Pemberton, which 
was a corruption of the Indian word Sne-ny-mo, 
which meant a strong tribe made up of fi ve Indian 
bands that wintered in the area. 

Needing more men for the mine, and to 
fulfi ll their obligation to the British Parliament 
to encourage settlement, the Company sought 
recruits in England to work on Vancouver’s 
Island. Many English families were already 
familiar with possibilities of emigration, for 
James Conner had toured the country between 
1847-1853 in a stagecoach advertising America. 
He stopped in many small towns, including some 
in the Industrial Black Country, talking to the local 
people about the clean air, pure water, available 
land, and easily obtainable game for food. His 
promises were tempting to the Black Country 
miners who worked long hours for low wages in 
unhealthy conditions at work and at home. The 
scarcity of food, the lack of adequate housing, 
many mine accidents, and wide unemployment 
due to the growth of the urban population during 
the Industrial Revolution were all factors that 
entered into the decision to emigrate to a place 
where there was a chance for a better life for their 
children if not for themselves. 

On March 24th 1854, the Company’s fi rst 
appointment was George Robinson of Eardington 
Colliery, Bridgenorth, who was to be Manager 
of the Company’s Coal and Brick Works on 

Vancouver’s Island. George came from a mining 
family and was also familiar with brick making. 

Robinson was directed to engage about 20 
colliers, married and preferably with families to 
accompany him. The Company’s theory was that 
family men would not be restless or tempted by 
the California gold rush. 

In April George held meetings in the Black 
Country, assessing miners who were willing to 
consider such an adventure. In a letter to the 
Company, dated May 3rd 1854 he wrote: rd 1854 he wrote: rd

“On Monday, I met the colliers at Mr. William 
Baker’s Swan Inn, Buckpool, Nr. Brierley Hill, 
and found that only some four or fi ve of 
the original list were then willing to go. I, 
however, had used precaution to prevent 
disappointment and sent the cryer from 
Dudley through one or two villages in the 
district informing the miners of my wanting 
a few miners to go to America, the result was 
I succeeded in obtaining the number required, 
objecting to many who were not eligible 
or who could not produce me satisfactory 
testimonials.” 3

In spite of Robinson’s assurances to the 
Company that he had selected men of good 
character, two brothers, Joseph and Zacharias 
Baggott of Hart’s Hill, who had signed their 
Indentures and received their 15 pounds sterling 
as an allowance for supplies, failed to turn up for 

Notes:

1. For information on the 
construction of the Bastion, 
see Nanaimo Community 
Archives (NCA), Hudson’s 
Bay Company (HBC) fonds, 
Daybook/Account Book 
1852-1854.

2. It may be that the Chinese 
helper Udbe was in Nanaimo 
with Benjamin Pearse.  
NCA, Report to Pemberton, 
Benjamin W. Pearse fonds.
Journals of Captain James 
Cook

3. Hudson’s Bay Company 
Archives-Provincial Archives 
of Manitoba (HBCA-PAM), 
A10/35.

Composite image of 
miners in front of the 
Swan Inn
Courtesy of Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Thomas 
of Tipton, England
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a meeting. Both men had older wives who may 
have persuaded them that the risk was not worth 
taking. Robinson made apologies to the Company 
for his error in judgment. He had kept a list of 
other possible choices and we fi nd him adding 
the Biggs, Ganner, Thompson, Jones and Malpass 
families, all willing to leave England for the new 
country. The Honourable George S. Pearson, in a 
speech to the Nanaimo Pioneer Society, said that 
something prevented his Pargeter ancestors from 
coming at the last minute. Rhoda Beck, historian 
for the Pioneer Society, confi rmed in letters to 
Brierley Hill that a Pargeter was due to come, but 
a death prevented the emigration. The families 
were related so she probably heard the story from 
her grandmother Malpass. 

Robinson’s list (shown below) with regard 
to wives and children was not always accurate, 
for some descendants now claim that the name of 
their grandmother does not correspond with the 
names on his list. However, his list is interesting, if 
slightly inaccurate. His list was not in alphabetical 
order in his correspondence to the HBC. The 
spelling is Robinson’s.

In a letter dated May 12th Robinson added:

Elijah and Frances Ganner from Dudley with 
Ann aged 14, Joseph aged 12 and William 
aged ten. (Elijah paid the fare of these 
children.) On the list also were Sarah, Elijah 
and Samuel.

Thomas and Elizabeth Jones from Wordsley. 

The engaged couple, John and Elizabeth 
Thompson of Brockmoor, married 1 June 1854. 
Robinson said they had to wait for the banns 
to be duly published. 

In one of the last letters before sailing Robinson 
wrote adding two more families, probably to 
replace the Baggotts: 

John and Lavinia Malpass with Benjamin, 
Eliza and James from Bromley. 
John and Mary Jane Biggs originally from 
Paulton, Somerset. 

Robinson does not list his own family which 
included his wife the former Ann Saunders, their 
two children, Amanda Theresa and Victor Ernest.  
Their unnamed maid travelled with them but 
chose to stay in Victoria. The Robinson home was 
at Holly Hall, Worcestershire.

Thomas and Anna Marie York and daughter Phoebe from Wordsley.
Edwin and Elizabeth Gough and three children of Wordsley. The children are not named. 
George and Maryann Baker with three-month-old Esther Elizabeth from Brierley Hill.
Jesse and Maryann Sage with Selena and William from Gravesyard [sic], Staffordshire.
John and Isabella Baker from Brierley Hill.
Matthew and Caroline Miller with Elizabeth and Sarah Jane from Dudley, Worcestershire.
John and Maryann Meakin with sons Frederick and John of Brierley Hill.
William and Sarah Incher and children Clara Maria, Ellen, and an infant, all from Dudley.
Joseph and Naomi Webb from Brierley Hill.
Richard and Sarah Turner with their daughter Christianna of Pensnett.
William and Ann Harrison with daughter Ann of Dudley.
Richard and Elizabeth Richardson with Mary from Dudley.
John and Sidona Richardson and one year old Esther Ann from Common Side, Staffordshire.
Daniel and Eliza Ann Dunn from Brierley Hill.
Joseph and Ann Baggott with daughters Mary Ann and Sussannah.
Zacchareiah and Deborah Baggott from Hart’s Hill Worcestershire as was Joseph.
Thomas and Charlotte Lowndes with son James from Kingswinford.
George and Ann Bull with Sarah Ann and Sussanah from Pensnett.
Thomas and Mary Hawkes with John and James from Pensnett.
Joseph Lewis Bevilockway and Ann with George, Moses and Catherine from Bromley.

Robinson’s list  with  
wives and children
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Taken from “Britain in Taken from “Britain in 
Old Photographs Brierley Old Photographs Brierley 
Hill” by Stan Hill, Editor Hill” by Stan Hill, Editor 
of The BlackcountrymanThe Blackcountryman

Wordsley
T. York
T. Jones
E. Gough

Kingswinford
T. Lowndes

Hart’s Hill
Baggotts

Pensnett
G. Bull
T. Hawkes
R . Turner

Brierley Hill
G. Baker
J. Meakin
J. Webb
J. Baker
D. Dunn

Bromley
R. Richardson
J.L. Bevilockway
J. Malpass

Brockmoor
J. Thompson

Graveyard
J. Sage

Holly Hall
G. Robinson

Common Side
J. Richardson

Dudley 
W. Incher
M. Miller
W. Harrison
E. Ganner
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Holly Hall 
The Robinson home 
in Worcestershire  

Notes:

4. HBCA-PAM, A10/35

Robinson’s next job was to arrange for his 
miners to get to London. He obtained an interview 
with the manager of the Oxford, Worcester and 
Wolverhampton Railway Company. On May 30th

he said: 

“have succeeded in making arrangements for 
the conveyance of the party and Luggage to 
London with liberty to take the carriages thro’ 
to the Docks - the terms are 9 [shillings] each 
adult - half fare for children above 3 yrs. and 
under 12 yrs of age - and 1 pound [sterling] per 
ton for Luggage.”

Robinson’s last communication with the Company 
before sailing was the following letter in part:

“…The bearer of this (my brother) Mr. John 
Robinson has just arrived with Gough’s Wife 
+ Family. At present ‘Meakin’ is absent, but 
has left his wife behind. I doubt not but he will 
return…”4return…”4return…”

During the day of the second of June, the 
passengers boarded at the East India Dock for 
the fi rst sailing of the HBC’s newly constructed 
barque, Princess Royal. She was a ship of 583 
tons, 145 feet length, 291⁄2 feet width, 18 feet 
depth and cost 10,200 pounds sterling. She was 
built of oak and teak with a copper bottom and 
was said to have a beautiful carved fi gurehead on 
the bow. On board Mr. and Mrs. Robinson and 
their children shared a cabin with schoolteacher 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark and their baby. Four women 
going to join their husbands and Robinson’s maid 
shared intermediate accommodation. The steerage 

passengers in the ill-lit, crowded hold of the ship 
included a Mrs. Laing and her 5 children, the 23 
Black Country families and 10 Norwegians. That 
night beds were made up on the deck or fl oor as 
one of the travellers called it or on planks crudely 
fastened to the ships sides. Belongings were close 
at hand, unfastened and hazardous in rough seas. 

Princess Royal slipped her moorings at 4 a.m. Princess Royal slipped her moorings at 4 a.m. Princess Royal
under the direction of Captain David Wishart and 
mates Charles Gale and Mr. Naunton, with John 
Meakin aboard! The steerage passengers came 
above deck to get their last glimpse of England. 
The ship, in charge of a pilot, was under tow until 
she reached the mouth of the Thames River. By 
next morning she was out of sight of land. 

For almost the next six months the passengers 
would endure close quarters, indifferent food and a 
variety of weather conditions. There were illnesses, 
births and deaths aboard ship, mostly with the proper 
rites being observed. On the whole the misfortunes 
were accepted as part of the chance they took as 
they looked forward to starting a new life. For most, 
arrival would bring their fi rst opportunity to set foot 
on dry land since leaving England.

The Princess Royal anchored in Esquimalt Princess Royal anchored in Esquimalt Princess Royal
harbour on the 23rd November after three days of rd November after three days of rd

heavy storms had held them up in the Straits of 
Juan de Fuca. Chief Factor Douglas reported to 
London:

“The passengers per the Princess Royal have all 
been landed and Mr. Robinson with the miners 
and their families were sent by the Beaver and 
Recovery to Colviletown on the 26th inst. with a 
good supply of potatoes and fresh meat.”  

The fresh food must have been very welcome after 
the Spartan shipboard fare

According to the passengers’ memories they 
arrived the following day at 11 o’clock, the 27th

November 1854. It was a fast voyage for those 
days, a week short of six months on a journey, 
which started nearly halfway around the world.
     Waiting to greet them were a group of Scottish 
miners and their families, employed by the HBC, 
who had been working the coal at Fort Rupert, 
Company offi cials and other employees, as well 
as local Native people.  In the coming years they 
would all work together to create a new town.
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Key To Nanaimo Town Map

1. The Manager’s House – fi rst a small cabin occupied by Charles 
Alfred Bailey, building enlarged for George Robinson and his wife 
Caroline
2. Engineer Andrew Hunter and family
3. Magnus Edgar, Emmanuel Wiles and Joseph Cluett
4. The Bevilockway family’s fi rst house
5. Richard Turner and his daughter Christianna – later the site of the 
Institute Building and then City Hall
6. Pujol’s Hotel – later Webb’s Miner’s Exchange on Commercial St.
7. Adam Grant Horne
8. George Baker & Joseph Webb families – within a year Webbs lived 
on Commercial St.
9. Matthew Miller and Edwin Gough families
10. John Biggs and John Malpass families
11. Close to Biggs and Malpass were John Malcolm and William Rich
12. The John Thompsons (George Bull and family lived somewhere 
behind them)
13. John Baker family
14. The Bastion
15. The John Meakins
16. Robert Dunsmuir family
17. Dr. Alfred Benson
18. Daniel Dunn and his wife
19. The Stranger’s House – for visitors – Governor Douglas stayed here

20. The Stone House with its three foot thick walls – built by William 
Isbister – Capt. Stuart’s home
21-30. The several sources naming this row do not agree other than 
that Jesse Sage and family lived on the promontory and Jonathan 
Elliot was in a little cabin nearby – (likely 29 and 30). Among those in 
the row were the Cook’s House, the Work family, Christopher Finlay 
(teacher), Jean Baptiste Fortier, the Richardsons, Job Langton, the 
Hawkes, the Ganners and Norwegian carpenter Antoine Nelson and 
axeman Narcisse Montagne
31. The Anglican Church – cornerstone laid by Rev. Good on 
Christmas Day 1861 – consecrated 1865
32. George Robinson’s second house
33. The Methodist Parsonage
34. Thought to be Cote’s house which became fi rst home of the 
Nanaimo Free Press
35. The Methodist Chapel dedicated 27 November 1860
36. Thomas Hawkes’ second house with cabins nearby for Harry 
Sampson, William Isbister, James Stove, Alexander Papley, Tomo the 
Iroquois, Kahua the Kanaka, Thomas Cole and Alex McCarthey. John 
Enos and Mr. Kenny lived across the Ravine

©Composite Map by Peggy Nicholls
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George5 and Ann Robinson

Notes:

5. We are indebted to  
Randolph S. Vickers’ for 
providing information on 
George Robinson.

Opposite Top: 
George and Ann 
Robinson’s Marriage 
Registration
NCA Pamphlet File, 
Vickers, Randolph 
Sydney

Below Right: Ann 
Saunders Robinson
prior to 1854
Held by Family

George Robinson was born in 1825, the son 
of Joseph Robinson and his wife Esther 
Shakespeare. He was the second son in 

the family to bear the name of George, an older 
sibling having died. This was fairly common 
practice at the time.

He was an enterprising young man and by 
the time of his marriage in 1844 he was working 
at the Springs Mine in Dudley. Both he and his 
bride Ann Saunders are described on the marriage 
certifi cate as minors. Their oldest daughter, 
Amanda Theresa, was born in 1849 and a son, 
Victor Ernest, arrived in 1853.

When the HBC decided to recruit English 
miners for their potential new coal workings on 
Vancouver Island, George was employed as a 
mining engineer and given the task of putting 
together a suitable group of family men. He would 
later be given the status of Mine Agent or Manager. 
He was only a little older than many of the miners 
he recruited, and indeed younger than several, but 
he had the HBC’s confi dence and approval.

The Robinsons’ journey out would have been 
only slightly more comfortable than that of the 
other miners, but at least they had the facilities of 
a shared cabin. Robinson was also allowed ashore 
to accompany the bodies of Mrs.Incher and the 

Ganner baby when they were buried in Honolulu. 
Most of the passengers had to remain aboard.

The Robinsons had brought a maid with them 
from England, but for some reason she declined to 
accompany them further and apparently left ship 
at Esquimalt with the Clarke family. Her name 
has not so far surfaced in any research. The rest of 
the party travelled to their new home aboard the 
Beaver and Recovery.

In September 1855 Ann gave birth to Joseph 
Oscar. Sadly she died on January 3rd 1856 and 
the baby lived only a few weeks more dying on 
February 21st 1856. George sent to England for an st 1856. George sent to England for an st

inscribed headstone for his wife and son, who are 
buried in the Pioneer Cemetery on Wallace Street.

With two young children to bring up, it was 
not unexpected that he would look for another 
wife. In 1858 he married Caroline Dakens in San 
Francisco. George was probably also on a fi ve-
year contract with the HBC, for in November 
1859 he and Caroline began a trip to England. A 
daughter Georgianna Caroline was born in 1861, 
and in 1864 the family returned to Vancouver 
Island, but this time to Victoria.

It is probable that he had taken courses in 
photography while in Britain, as on his return he 
opened a studio called the “Theatre Photographic 

Below Left:
George Robinson 
about 1850
BCARS G-0271

Below Centre:
Amanda Theresa 
Robinson
about 12 years old
Held by Family
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Gallery”. However, mining was still close to his heart 
and he went searching for coal, with some success, in 
the Queen Charlotte Islands. He and Caroline would 
have two more children, Fanny Augusta and George 
Thomas, before he was off again to study dentistry in 
Olympia, Washington Territory.

In 1872 he was back in England, this time as 
Manager of Blowers Green Colliery, Dudley, and 
of Scarfi elds Brick Works. His fi nal move was to 
become Postmaster at Alvechurch till his retirement. 
He died at Inkberrow in Worcestershire in 1895.

The family tree reveals that AMANDA 
THERESA married Cory Ryder of Chilliwack in THERESA married Cory Ryder of Chilliwack in THERESA

1872, and VICTOR ERNEST wed Charlotte Aslett 
in 1875. Both had children and the family has done 
extensive work to record the Robinson history.

When one looks further at the family tree, it 
is clear that Robinson encouraged other relatives 
to join them in the new land. Sisters, nephews and 
nieces all came and made their homes here. Mark 
Bate, the son of his eldest sister Elizabeth, became 
our fi rst and long-time Mayor, and the Horne, 
Sabiston and Bryant families are all related to 
the man who was responsible for bringing out the 
group of Princess Royal settlers.Princess Royal settlers.Princess Royal

Below Right: 
Robinson Home in 
Nanaimo, 1856: at 
one time the School 
House
BCARS F-06996

Below Left: George 
Robinson about 1885
Held by Family
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Edwin and Elizabeth Gough

On the fi rst anniversary of the arrival of the 
Princess Royal families from the Black Princess Royal families from the Black Princess Royal
Country in 1854, Edwin Gough, perhaps 

homesick for England, began the custom of 
visiting the cliffs, beside the Bastion, where they 
had landed. Looking out to sea his thoughts were 
probably about the six month long voyage that 
his family had made as steerage passengers in the 
hold of the Princess Royal. Poor food, seasickness, 
crowded conditions might one day be forgotten. 
Captain Charles Stuart, in charge for the HBC, 
did not recognize the day as special for he wrote 
“27 Nov. 1855, men at work as usual.”6 Perhaps 
Edwin was alone with his memories. He continued 
to visit the “hallowed spot” accompanied by his 
son Samuel, who, in turn, took his son Hiram. The 
tradition still continues today with the seventh 
generation, Ashley Gough and Kayla and Trevor 
Short. Over the years the Pioneer Society, the 
Native Sons of British Columbia and the Nanaimo 
Historical Society have all helped to organize and 
have added to the celebration.

Edwin Gough and Elizabeth Ellis, daughter 
of William and Sabra Ellis, were married at Saint 
Thomas Church in Dudley on August 30th 1847.7

Their fi rst child was Samuel born in 1848, then 
Rueben who sailed with them but did not live to 
maturity. Their fi rst daughter, Amanda Theresa, 
was born on December 10th 1851, and christened 
on January 27th 1853, at Saint Mary’s Chapelry in 
Kingswinford.8

Edwin left behind at least one sister, Mary 
Ann Gough who had married Richard Banks, 
owner of Pensnett Pit Mine. Several of the miners 
emigrating had worked for him and he helped 
them fi nancially by making sure all their bills were 
paid at the “truck shops”.9 Correspondence with 
Mary Ann’s grandchildren claims that the family 
are of Irish descent. The Family Bible, property of 
Sam and Vera Jones, Brierley Hill, shows that the 
families kept close contact until Hiram died.10

Like all of the miners coming to Nanaimo Edwin 
signed a contract, or an indenture, with the HBC 
completed on the “First day of May 1854” by 
George Robinson and witnessed by pub owner, 
William Baker.11 Edwin and all the other miners 
signed with an X. This is a puzzle for it is known 
that some of the men were able to write prior to 

their using an X on the indentures as many of 
their signatures can be found on documents in 
Nanaimo.

In a letter written by George Robinson “On 
Board the Princess Royal Friday Night”, to Mr. W. Princess Royal Friday Night”, to Mr. W. Princess Royal
Smith, Secretary of the HBC, Robinson says that 
his brother John has just arrived with “Gough’s 
Wife and Family”. Elizabeth had travelled to 
London separately from the other families reaching 
there just a few hours before sailing time.12

From Charles Gale, First Mate, we learn that 
some of the men went on strike because of poor 
food.13 Edwin Gough was among those protesters.

“July 29 Landsmen complained of rice and 
some refused to work pending the inquiry into 
the matter. The 10 Norwegians proceeded to 
their work as usual, and also the landsmen 
that had been picked out as idlers, viz: Thomas 
York and Jno. Malpass. Serving out stores with 
the 3rd offi cer Wm. Harrison and Daniel Dunn 
assist to Cook, Geo. Bull assisting the Steward 
and Jesse Sage attending on the stock.

July 30 Landsmen returned to work. Names 
of those that refused as under: George Baker, 
John Baker, Matthew Miller, John Meakins 
[sic], William Incher, Joseph Webb, Richard 
Richardson, John Richardson, Thomas Jones, 
Elijah Ganner, John Thompson, Thomas 
Lowndes, Thomas Hawkes, Joseph Bevilockway, 
John Biggs and Edwin Gough.”

Edwin was a fi ne singer and we can imagine 
his generous, friendly nature keeping up the spirits 
of the passengers when the going got diffi cult on 
board ship.

A strong, well-built man, Edwin gained a 
reputation for bravery and fairness with a “deep 
seated horror for the use of weapons.” He was slow 
to anger but would settle a quarrel with fi sticuffs. 
In the fi rst fi ve years he mined for the HBC as his 
contract demanded. In 1860, he and John Biggs 
had their own contract to mine at a level a little to 
the east of present day Bastion Street.14

In 1863 he was appointed as Constable under 
Magistrate Franklyn. His work included being 
convict guard for the chain gang who did road 
building and maintenance. On one occasion he 

Notes:

6. NCA, HBC fonds, 
Nanaimo Memoranda 1855-
1857 27 November 1855

7. International Genealogical 
Index (IGI), England, 
Worcester Sheet, DOW91, 
listed under Goff.

8. Ibid.

9. “Truck shops” a system 
requiring workers to 
purchase or trade goods 
from an employer’s shop in 
lieu of wages.

10. Black Country Bugle, 
October 1989, p. 15.

11. At the time of signing two 
copies of indentures were 
made.  The NCA holds 22 
of the indentures retained 
by George Robinson.  Two 
of the indentures, those 
for Gough and Thompson, 
are at the British Columbia 
Archives and Records 
Service (BCARS).  For full 
transcription see Norcross, 
Elizabeth, Nanaimo 
Retrospective, Nanaimo 
Historical Society. 

12. HBCA-PAM, A10/35.

13. HBCA-PAM, Log of the 
Princess Royal 1854-1857 
C1/975.

14. Bate, Mark, 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” Nanaimo Daily 
Free Press (NDFP), 13 April 
1907.
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Lowndes Indenture:
page 2         
NCA
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had some Indian convicts clear the ashes from an 
area near his home. The ashes were not his alone 
for they had been deposited by all the neighbours 
in the area. Someone was unhappy with his use of 
the chain gang and this sign appeared at the top of 
Commercial Street.

“Stumps, Stumps, Stumps,
Let the Constable move his own ashes,
And the Indians clear away these little chunks
Against which a fellow’s shin clashes.”

The lines are anonymous but could be 
attributed to either Dr. Alfred Benson who 
frequently complained about the stumps, or to Dr. 
Klein Grant who was something of a rhymester.

Late in the summer of 1862 a large number 
of “Hydah Indians” committed several robberies 
on Salt Spring Island on their way north from 
Victoria. In pursuit of them the gunboat HMS 
Forward stopped at Nanaimo and picked up Forward stopped at Nanaimo and picked up Forward
Magistrate Franklyn, explorer and interpreter 

Adam Grant Horne and Constable Gough. The 
chase ended at Cape Mudge where the Indians 
were camping. Horne and Gough were sent ashore 
but were unsuccessful in arresting the culprits. 
The two men returned to HMS Forward and the HMS Forward and the HMS Forward
Captain warned the Indians that they had thirty 
minutes to give up the offenders. There was no 
sign of compliance so a cannon was fi red over 
the camp. The Indians returned fi re, following 
which a cannon was aimed at the encampment. 
The Indians fl ed into the bush. Early next morning 
Gough and Horne with only one revolver between 
them were rowed ashore by the ship’s crew with 
orders to bring the Chief on board which they did 
peaceably. As a result of the inquiry, fi ve men 
were taken to Victoria to serve jail sentences.15

When the Goughs fi rst arrived they shared 
a house with the Matthew Miller family on 
Commercial Street. By 1865 Edwin decided that 
the life of a Constable did not suit him and he 
resigned. He was reputed to have been a carpenter 

Notes:

15. Ibid.

Lowndes Indenture:
last page and 
signatures        
NCA
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and cabinetmaker in England and putting his skills 
to work built himself a house on Skinner Street. 
This later became the home of his son Samuel. In 
1870 he built another house near the Number 1 
Indian Reserve and some of his children attended 
the Methodist School on the Reserve.

It was in 1870 that Nanaimo miners went on 
strike. Edwin with his friend Joseph Bevilockway 
decided to try their luck at a mine outside Seattle 
and left Nanaimo in February 1871. In an accident 
the following month Edwin’s leg was broken. 
Bevilockway cared for him and took him to 
the nearest hospital in Victoria; this was a slow 
process, as they had to cross Lake Washington 
in a canoe. Infection set in and Edwin’s leg had 
to be amputated below the knee. The distress of 
the accident and the long recuperation changed 
Edwin’s happy attitude towards life. From a 
bright, active, socially friendly man he became an 
almost sullen loner.16 His fi ne singing voice was 
seldom heard again.

He returned to Nanaimo and in 1874 in 

partnership with William Wall he opened the 
Nanaimo Hotel. In early 1875 the partnership was 
dissolved and the Goughs ran the hotel, Edwin 
acting as saloonkeeper and Elizabeth as manager. 
Never regaining his old vigour Edwin died on 
November 2nd that year. He is interred in the nd that year. He is interred in the nd

Pioneer Cemetery on Wallace Street.
Mrs. Gough courageously carried on the 

business until it was destroyed on April 20th 1878, in th 1878, in th

Nanaimo’s fi rst disastrous fi re, as a result of which 
Nanaimo set up its fi rst fi re department.17  Mrs. 
Gough built the new Nanaimo Hotel on Commercial 
Street near the fi re hall, which was on Wharf Street. 
This did not prove an advantage for in 1894 the 
hotel and the fi re hall burned, as well as several 
other buildings in the area. Undaunted Mrs. Gough 
built again. She continued in the hotel business with 
her partner R. Evans until her death on August 6th 
1899, aged 75. Her pallbearers were all men who 
had been on the Princess Royal: George Baker, 
Matthew Miller, John Thompson, Fred Meakin, 
George Bevilockway, and James Malpass.18

Left: 
Samuel Gough 
and his mother 
Elizabeth
Nanaimo District 
Museum, I2-26

Right:
Samuel and Emily 
1877
NCA, Leighton 
family fonds

Notes:

16. Ibid.

17. Nanaimo Free Press 
(NFP), 24 April 1878.

18. NDFP, 7 and 8 August 
1899.
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SAMUEL GOUGH, who sailed aboard the 
Princess Royal with his parents, was born Princess Royal with his parents, was born Princess Royal
in 1849 in the Midlands and celebrated his 

5th birthday on board ship. With a good memory he 
was able to recall many of his dramatic childhood 
experiences on the voyage and in Nanaimo.

He remembered that he was frightened 
during the rough seas when going around the 
Horn. With hatches battened down, all belongings 
on the move and many seasick passengers it was 
the worst part of the trip for a small boy. He and 
Frederick Meakin both spoke of the teacher, Mr 
Clarke, who conducted classes on board. His 
fondest memories were of an old sailor who took 
particular care that the youngsters got full rations 
of plum duff and any other delicacies that might 
have been served in the fi rst class cabin.

On getting off the scow that carried 
the families from the Recovery to the rocky 
slopes of Colvile Town, Samuel lost a shoe. He 
remembered that their fi rst house, shared with the 
Miller family, had mats nailed over the cracked 
walls to keep out the November winds. Their 
house had a central fi replace on which his mother 
cooked their meals. However, she baked her 

bread in a community Dutch oven. He claimed 
that many times he lay in bed and listened to the 
rats scampering up and down the rafters and, on 
one occasion, the screams of a woman when a rat 
ran up her petticoats. At one of the houses two 
of the men stood at either side of the doorway 
to protect their families from the hostile Indians 
that they expected in their new land. Their 
concerns were needless as the Nanaimo Native 
people were friendly and helpful. No one was 
ever attacked.

As boys, he and George Bevilockway went 
down to the banks of the Millstone River to play 
on the logs intended for the Company sawmill. 
They rode the logs as they were pulled upstream, 
sometimes by oxen and sometimes by the Natives 
who had delivered them to the river. The Indians 
received a blanket for every eight logs delivered 
at high tide. The logs were to be 15 inches in 
diameter at the smaller end and 15 feet in length.19

The boys said the mill was often closed when 
someone brought a bottle of good old HBC Rum 
to the site.

Samuel attended Charles Bailey’s Colonial 
School. After Bailey left, Christopher Finley, a 

The Gough Descendants

Bottom Left:
Samuel and Emily in 
Stanley Park under a 
big tree where many 
Nanaimo visitors 
were photographed
Held by Family

Bottom Right:
Samuel Gough and 
his grandson 
Held by Family

Notes:

19. NCA, HBC fonds, 
Nanaimo Memoranda 1855-
1857 26 September 1855.
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HBC accountant, taught some of the children. He 
was very strict, frequently administering physical 
punishment. The next teacher was Cornelius 
Bryant in whose classes Samuel stayed until he 
was 13 when he went to work at the Old Douglas 
Mine. He was much luckier than many of the boys 
who had to go to work at 9 or 10 years old.

Samuel attended Sunday school where Rev. 
Browning was Superintendent and Cornelius 
Bryant the secretary. Samuel joined the Band of 
Hope and received the fi rst attendance prize in 
1859. The book is still a family treasure. Thus 
began his close relationship with the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, which was fi rst situated on 
today’s Front Street near the present Court House.

On November 11th 1877, Cornelius Bryant th 1877, Cornelius Bryant th

performed the ceremony that united Samuel with 
Emily Elizabeth Woodward at the Wallace Street 
home of the bride. Emily had come to Nanaimo 
with her parents, the Caleb Woodwards, in 1877. 
Together, they served their church for over 50 years. 
Samuel was Superintendent of the Sunday school 
for most of that time and played the church organ, 
which had been brought around the Horn. When a 
new organ was obtained the old one was given to 
the Gough family. It was brought into St. Andrew’s 
Church to be played at his funeral. (The Methodist 
and Presbyterian Churches were joined in 1925) 

This same organ was often taken on the back of 
Joseph Ganner’s wagon for Samuel to play at church 
picnics. The last piece Samuel played on the organ 
was “In The Sweet Bye and Bye”. For 50 years 
Samuel rang the church bell to call the congregation 
for church services, for weddings, for funerals and 
for fi res until the fi re hall was built. He and Emily 
supplied the church with fl owers from their garden. 

After 17 years in the mines Samuel became, 
fi rst, City Clerk, then City Comptroller. He held 
offi ce from 1880 until his retirement. He was 
secretary to both the School Board and the Hospital 
Board. He was also a charter member of the Good 
Templars Lodge.

In 1925 he received the City of Nanaimo’s 
Appreciation Medal. Emily accepted the award         
for Samuel who was too ill to attend the ceremony. 
He died on December 24th 1925, age 76.

On the day of his funeral Nanaimo was 
clouded in with dense fog. Six mayors whom he 
had worked under acted as Honorary Pallbearers: 
Mark Bate, Frederick Busby, Thomas Hodgson, 
William Manson, Albert Planta and John Shaw. 
The Silver Cornet Band led the procession, 
followed by the Police Force and Fire Department 
in uniform, a cortege of 47 autos and many friends 
on foot followed to show respect to a fi ne citizen.20

Emily died on December 11th 1942.

Bottom Left:
Samuel Gough and 
his grandson Samuel
1917

Notes:

20. NDFP, December 1925.

Bottom Center:
Amanda Norris
Held by Family

Bottom Right:
Nanaimo Free Press: 
excerpt
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Samuel and Emily had eight children but 
only one, Hiram Edwin, lived to maturity. Their 
fi rst son Reuben died at a year old and was buried 
on Christmas Day, 1880, in the Pioneer Cemetery 
beside his grandfather Edwin. Samuel later had 
his father, brother and son disinterred and moved 
to Comox Road cemetery. Hiram, who was born 
on July 3rd 1884, became a very protected child. rd 1884, became a very protected child. rd

Tutors were hired so that he did not have to go to 
school where he might have contracted an illness. 
He had a severe stutter so perhaps his parents 
were afraid of ridicule from other children. Hiram 
became City Clerk in 1911 and was also the City’s 
offi cial weatherman supplying weather news to 
the Nanaimo Free Press.

In 1915 Hiram, now a Sergeant in the 
Nanaimo Light Infantry married Sadie Beatrice 
Reid. He was unable to serve overseas because of 
his speech problems and his poor eyesight. Sadie 
had come from the Queen Charlotte Islands where 
her father was a missionary. She had a hip problem 
and spent nearly 30 years confi ned to a wheel chair. 
He and Sadie had four children, Samuel 1917, 
Betty 1920, Mabel Rose 1924, and Ellen Marie 
in 1932. Their son Samuel was considered legally 
blind from the age of 21. He married Nellie Andre 
in 1938 and with her help ran a jewellery store in 
Parksville. Their eldest son was named Benson 
because when they were fi rst married they lived at 
the foot of Mount Benson. Their next son, Edwin 
Samuel, carries on the two paternal grandfathers’ 
names. Their daughter Darlene is married to James 
Martin, a member of the Sage family, thus uniting Martin, a member of the Sage family, thus uniting Martin, a
two Princess Royal families.Princess Royal families.Princess Royal 21

AMANDA THERESA, the eldest daughter 
of Edwin and Elizabeth Gough sailed for 
Vancouver Island at the age of 18 months.22 She 
attended school and Sunday school under the 
direction of Cornelius Bryant in Nanaimo.

As a young girl she made trips to Victoria 
with her family, and in 1867 the family had 
individual pictures taken at George Robinson’s 
Photographic Studio. These old pictures surfaced 
in England recently so undoubtedly a close 
connection was kept with “home”.

Possibly during these trips she met London 
born, George Norris, a man several years her 
senior. He had come to Ontario early in life 
and had worked on a newspaper there. In 1863 
he came to Vancouver Island via Panama. He 
worked on the Victoria Chronicle in Victoria, 
which merged with The Colonist. In 1869 they 
were married and in 1874 he and Amanda with 
their three small children, Mary Elizabeth,
George Edwin and William Frederick came 
to Nanaimo where George opened a print shop 
on Front Street on the site of today’s Globe 
Hotel. Here he printed the Nanaimo Free Press 
a weekly newspaper, first issued on Wednesday, 
April 15th 1874.

In September he moved his business to a 
wooden building on the site of today’s Free Press 
block on Commercial Street. The family home 
was at the side. In the photo (pg 22 top left) 
George can be seen with his assistant William 
Hopkins standing to his right. Included in the 
picture is a newspaper carrier, several of the 
Norris children and the family dog.23 In 1893 a 
three-storey structure was built with one fl oor as 
an apartment for the family.

The year 1874 was also important to 
Amanda, for on August 26th their daughter, 
Frances Louise “Fanny” was born. In the next 
fi ve years they lost two infant boys and had 
another daughter Emily.

In the beginning Amanda helped her 
husband in the print shop but soon George and 
William took her place. Gradually mechanical 

Notes:

21. Most of the information 
was provided by the family.

22. IGI, England, Worcester, 
1981, DOW91, listed under 
Goff.

23. NCA, Leighton family 
fonds.

The Nanaimo Free 
Press was fi rst 
published on 15 April 
1874.
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presses were installed. In 1888 it became a 
daily paper. George was always proud that they 
never missed an edition. As well as publishing 
a newspaper the family continued a printing 
business. In 1889 George was sworn in as the 
fi rst charter member of the Nanaimo Board of 
Trade. Through special editions of his paper 
he played a large part in preserving Nanaimo’s 
history. When George died, on January 6th 1902, 
his sons George Edwin and William continued 
the business until 1912 when George became 
sole owner. 

George Edwin married Clara Emma Brown 
“Bernie” in 1897. They had three boys Ronald, 
Oswald “Ossie” and Eugene “Dude”. When 
Bernie’s brother’s wife died four of his children 
Ida, Thelma, William and the baby Edna (Ince) 
were initially cared for by their Aunt Mace (Leah 
Brown Mace). In spite of Amanda’s disapproval 
the families joined together in the family home 
on Machleary Street. Although money was scarce 
all the children enjoyed music and drama lessons. 
The boys sang in Saint Paul’s Church choir under 
the direction of Mr. Paulett the organist. The 
house was always full of activity as the children 
participated and took the leads in church, school 
and other musical productions. Bernie who had 
trained as a milliner and Leah as a dressmaker, 

made the costumes. They also made dresses for 
their niece, Audrey Alexander Brown, Nanaimo’s 
noted poetess.

In 1918, during the infl uenza epidemic, 
the whole family suffered. George Edwin also 
had a fall from his horse and never regained his 
strength. He died October 30th 1919.

The previous year he had sold the Free 
Press to Mr. J. B. Booth. Eventually Ron and 
Ossie were able to form a limited company 
with a consortium of Nanaimo businessmen and 
regained control of the newspaper. The family’s 
connection ended when the Free Press was sold 
in 1954.

Amanda remained active working for the 
Red Cross during the 1914-1918 war. She taught 
many young girls to knit socks for the soldiers 
in the trenches. After school Elva Hygh (Deno), 
ran many times to the apartment on Commercial 
Street “to have a heel turned.” Amanda is said 
to have been an astute businesswoman. She died 
June 23rd 1928, not quite the last of the pioneers 
who came in 1854. John Meakin, James Hawkes 
and his sister Harriet, Eliza Malpass (Parkin), 
Amanda Robinson (Ryder) and Phoebe York 
(Campbell) were still alive.24

Top Left:
Ron and Ossie Norris
NCA, Larsen, Norris 
family fonds

Notes:

24. Most of the information 
on Amanda and George 
Norris was provided by the 
family.

Top Right:
Printing offi ce and 
Norris home
NCA, Larsen, Norris 
family fonds
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AGNES, born on July 8th 1856, was the fi rst 
Gough child born in Nanaimo. All of the girls 
inherited their father’s musical talents and were in 
demand at school, benefi ts, and church concerts. 
She and Samuel Roberts were married in Victoria 
in 1871 where her father was recuperating from 
his leg amputation.

However, she and Samuel had fi rst met in 
Nanaimo. He had left Wales in 1859 with passage 
paid to Vancouver Island. His boat was stranded in 
New York. With little cash he sold his tools to get 
to the mines in Pittsburg. Working his way through 
13 states he reached New Orleans and from there 
to San Francisco via the Panama Canal. In 1862 he 
arrived in Victoria and left for the Cariboo where 

he secured claims on Williams and Lightning 
Creeks. He worked every summer for ten years 
in the Cariboo and came down to Nanaimo to the 
coalmines for the winter.

Fifteen-year-old Agnes and her husband 
came back to Nanaimo where their fi rst child 
was born. In 1873 they bought a 297 acre 
farm in North Saanich. They were active in 
their church, the school and both served on 
agricultural committees. Samuel died in 1908 age 
75. Agnes lived on the farm another three years, 
and then moved to Victoria where she died on 
September 3rd 1919, age 63. She was survived by 
thirteen of her fourteen children and thirty-three 
grandchildren.25

Left:
Agnes and Samuel 
Roberts
Held by Family

Notes:

25. Information provided by 
her grandson Louis.

Below:
Harriet Leighton 
Nanaimo District 
Museum
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SABRA GOUGH, named for her maternal 
grandmother Ellis, was born on January 29th

1859. Her husband, George Thompson, arrived in 
Nanaimo in 1873 and clerked for James Harvey in 
his general store.26 Through Harvey he became an 
active organizer of the Nanaimo Militia. In May 
1878 he and Sabra moved to Wellington where he 
became Postmaster. He held several succeeding 
government jobs; liquor inspector for B.C., coroner 
for Nanaimo and district and government agent. 

From 1887, he represented Nanaimo in the 
Legislature succeeding William Raybould. Sabra 
had 6 children, four of whom died in a diphtheria 
epidemic in 1889. Sabra died on May 9th 1915, 
and George in 1920. They had two sons, Walter 
who was Nanaimo’s Postmaster and Robert who 
worked on a Victoria newspaper.

HARRIET GOUGH, the youngest daughter 
of Edwin and Elizabeth, was born in Nanaimo on 
March 6th 1863. At the age of eleven Harriet, with 
her friend Elsie Carpenter, sang “Why Don’t You 
Learn To Dance”, at the Christmas Concert.27 In 
1854 William Leighton was born in California. As 
a young man he came to Victoria where he learned 
telegraphy and then worked for the Dominion 
Government in charge of the Nanaimo Telegraph 
Offi ce. He soon saw opportunities in Nanaimo 
in real estate and insurance and opened his own 
business. Harriet and William were married in 
1884. They had fi ve children; Frederick, Gladys, 
Clifford, Russel, and William. He died on October 
28th 1906, and at this time was the owner of the 
Nanaimo Opera House. Harriet lived on until 1931.

Notes:

26. Harvey was Robert 
Dunsmuir’s son-in-law.

27. NFP, December 1874.

Agnes Gough

b. 8 July 1856, Nanaimo
m. Samuel Roberts

16 Dec. 1871, Victoria
d. 3 Sept. 1919, Victoria

1. Mary Elizabeth
b. 3 Oct 1872
m. John Reid

d.

2. Esther Agnes
b. 8 June 1874

m1. Robert McLure
m2. Reginald Morris

d. 23 Aug 1960

3. William Henry
b. 11 July 1876

m. Eva Maude Harrison
d. 4 Dec 1964

4. Elsie Lovel
b. 8 April 1878

m. Harry McKillican
d. Sept. 1963

5. Abram
b. 4 June 1880
d. 8 May 1884

Gladys
Ernest

Phyllis
June
William
+ more

6. Samuel
b. 28 March 1881

m. Mildred Eva Harth
22 Nov 1916

d. 25 Sept. 1943

7. Mildred Edith
b. 24 Aug. 1883

m. Charles R. Blake
16 March 1906

d. 1963

Madeline
b. 15 Oct. 1922
d. 17 Oct. 1922

Louis Douglas
b. 29 Sept. 1923

m. Shirley Gabriel

David

8. Abram
b. 2 Feb. 1885
m. __ Brennan

4 Dec. 1911
d. 5 April 1970, 

Minnesota

9. Joseph
b. 28 Sept. 1886

m. Elsie Ann Taylor
17 Nov. 1920

d. 2 March 1921

10 Jessie Ellis
b. 18 Jan 1889

m. William McNair
28 July 1909

d. 17 Dec. 1948

11. Eva Victoria
b. 4 Aug. 1891

m. Norman Hardie 1922
d. 11 Feb. 1972

12. Sidney Rathdown
b. 16 May 1893

m. Catherine Frances
d. 26 June 1972

13. Dorothy Olga
b. 29 Dec. 1896

m. Howard Carter
d. 1952

Norman         Lois

14. Edward Baden
b. 14 April 1900

m. Mabel Rebeca Francis
1927

d. 2 Feb. 1977

Dennis

©  Peggy Nicholls      
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Marriage Certifi cate of Samuel Roberts and Agnes Gough
Held by Family



Pioneer Settlement 1854 -  Volume 1     27

John and Elizabeth Thompson

The fi rst HBC mention of John Thompson 
is in a letter dated Staffordshire, May 3rd

1854, from George Robinson who was 
recruiting miners to come to the new mine on 
Vancouver Island. He wrote to W.G. Smith, the 
company secretary:

“One other I have promised to take who was 
at work consequently could not meet me...his 
age is about 24 or 25...has no child nor in fact 
married but intends marrying in a week or 
two, as soon as the Banns are published up.”28two, as soon as the Banns are published up.”28two, as soon as the Banns are published up.”

Robinson did not make a good estimate of 
his age for it has been proven that John was much 
younger. In his report to Secretary Smith on May 
12th he quotes John’s age as 21 and Elizabeth’s 
as 20.29 It is possible that the Company required 
emigrating miners to be 21. John and Elizabeth 
added a few years to their age, for family records 
show them to be younger.30

John was born on July 20th 1835, in 
Brockmoor, Staffordshire. He celebrated his 
19th birthday on the Princess Royal. Elizabeth’s 
surname has not been found in the Thompson 
family records but she was only eighteen. They 
were married on June 1st 1854, the day before st 1854, the day before st

reporting to London. The delay in their plans to 
marry may have been caused by the need for 
formal parental consent, as they were both minors.

John is listed in the ship’s log as one of 
the idlers31 on strike because of poor food and 
working conditions. Like the rest of the miners he 
was back at work the next day.

On reaching Colvile Town it is said that John 
was fi rst off the scow that ferried the passengers 
from the Recovery to the shore. Like a typical 
nineteen year old he rushed up the rock by the 
Bastion urging the others to follow.

John and Elizabeth settled in a house near 
the corner of Commercial and Chapel Streets, then 
un-named for there were just a few trails among 
the trees and stumps.

In his early years John was of a restless 
nature. In 1855 he broke his contract and left 
Nanaimo to mine at Bellingham Bay. In Charles 
E. Stuart’s journal for Friday, October 5th he noted 
“A boat arrived from Bellingham Bay carrying 
Thompson, the miner.” Stuart’s report continues 

on the next day “The miners who had deserted 
returned, engaged upon less favourable terms.”32

The Company needed men so had to re-employ 
the capable miners.

John was one of the fi rst deserters back. 
Elizabeth was pregnant and he realized that 
conditions were better in Nanaimo to make a 
permanent home.

Stuart recorded that “February 28th 1856, Mrs th 1856, Mrs th

Thompson delivered of a living female child.”33

This child was Mary Ann, the eldest of fourteen 
children of whom less than half survived.

John was transferred to Robert Dunsmuir’s 
workings with John Meakin and Joseph 
Bevilockway.34 In 1862, with Samuel Fiddick, he 
entered into a contract to get coal from a slope on 
Newcastle Island. In a letter written by John to 
Charles Bailey, a former Nanaimo schoolteacher 
then living in Victoria, he enquires about mining a 

claim of his own.

“Nanaimo February 25 1865
Mr Baily [sic]

Sir allow me to address a few lines to you for 
a subject that I do not know anything about 
and if you can inform me I should feel much 
obliged.

I want to know if I can work a piece of coal on 
the Government reserve of Newcastle town if 
you would fi nd out for me and send me word 
as quick as possible I should feel very much 
obliged.

Yours John Thompson

Please send particulars how I must go about it 
to go to work to be secure. J.T.”35to go to work to be secure. J.T.”35to go to work to be secure. J.T.”

Later, in 1866, he was working with his former 
partner Bevilockway to deliver coal from near the 

adit on Newcastle Island.36

A visiting Comox Indian told John about 
coal at Baynes Sound near Comox. He and 
Samuel Harrower went with the Indian to look for 
this coal. An outcrop was found at Tsable River. 
Later a company was formed to work the outcrop 
but it was not a fi nancial success. John’s last job 
underground was at the No. 1 Mine (Esplanade) in 
Nanaimo in 1885.

Notes: 

28. HBCA-PAM, A10/35 3 
May 1854.

29. HBCA-PAM, A10/35 12 
May 1854

30. Held by family.

31. HBCA-PAM, “Log of the 
Princess Royal 1854-1855” 
C1/975, kept by first mate 
Charles Gale.
An idler was not required to 
go aloft.

32. NCA, HBC fonds, 
Nanaimo Memoranda 1855-
1857 6 October 1855.

33. Ibid.  28 February 1856.

34.  Bate, Mark. 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP, February-
April 1907.

35. BCARS, Colonial 
Correspondence B 1307.F 
136/4.

36. Bate, Mark. 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP, February-
April 1907.
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The Thompsons bought a farm during the 
time that John was still mining. He was often 
“called up” to butcher the local pigs. The young 
boys gave him the name of “pig sticker.”37 He 
slaughtered the fi rst cow in the area and the beef 
was shared with the other families. In the fall, 
apples were shipped by the boatload from farms in 
Washington and according to Mark Bate, John who 
was particularly fond of apples, was often seen 
munching one. Elizabeth made apple dumplings 
that were a welcome change in their diet.38

In 1886 John bought 10 acres of the Newcastle 
Reserve from the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway. 
This he divided into lots and on one of them built the 
Mount View Hotel. He managed the hotel for a few 
years then sold it to James Bennett. He then went 
to work at the Post Offi ce as a janitor, a job that he 
held for another twenty years. The Nanaimo Free 
Press reported that “John Thompson, a janitor at the 
Dominion public building, escaped injury when a 
large chunk of ceiling landed near the spot where he 
was working. The debris smashed a heavy table.”39

John joined the Foresters Lodge, a fraternal 
organization with medical benefi ts. He enjoyed 
attending excursions with the lodge to nearby cities.

Elizabeth became a well-loved member of 
the community. She often read and wrote letters 
for women who could not do so themselves. She 
was a good nurse and counsellor at many mine 
disasters. Both she and John were among the 
founding members of the Methodist Church to 
which they were closely connected throughout 
their lives. Elizabeth died at the age of 54 on 
December 5th 1889, at their home on Newcastle 
Townsite, near the Caledonia picnic grounds.

John was one of the few Princess 
Royal passengers who made the trip home to Royal passengers who made the trip home to Royal
Staffordshire. It is thought he went twice, once 
after Elizabeth died. On this, the second trip 
he remarried and brought his new wife, Amelia 
Pargeter back to Nanaimo. He lived to be nearly 
80, dying on September 3rd 1914. Amelia died rd 1914. Amelia died rd

April 30th 1918 in Nanaimo.40

Left:
John Thompson
This photo was 
taken at Brierley Hill
Held by Family

Right:
Elizabeth Thompson
This photo was 
taken at Brierley Hill
Held by Family

37. Ibid.

38. Ibid.

39. NDFP, 1888.

40. NCA, Gordon, Donald 
and Marie.  The Family 
and Descendents of Bruno 
Mellado.
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SAMUEL THOMPSON holds a unique 
record as a coal miner. Beginning at the 
age of 9 at the Old Douglas Mine on 

Cavan Street, he worked in nearly every mine in 
Nanaimo and district. At fi rst he loaded cars for his 
father and received board and pocket money for an 
eight-hour day.41

Luck followed him for he missed death at least 
three times. The fi rst time was at the Wellington 
Mine explosion in 1879, when 11 miners perished. 
On June 30th 1884, a second explosion at No. 3 shaft th 1884, a second explosion at No. 3 shaft th

hurled him around a curve to safety. This explosion 
caused the death of 23 miners. He escaped a third 
explosion by seconds at the No. 5 mine in 1888. 
At the Newcastle Mine a fall of rock pinned him 
against the workings. His hand was held fast by a 
huge boulder. It took four men to free him.42

In 1882 he worked at the Harewood Mine 
under Thomas Bulkley and John Dick. This mine 
was non-gaseous and never had an explosion. Here 
he wore a kettle shaped lamp fi lled with fi sh oil on 
the front of his cap. Light was given from a cotton 

wick coming out of the kettle spout. This mine had 
a slope entrance and the coal was pushed out in 
hand carts. At the adit it was shovelled into buckets 
fastened to an endless cable in continuous motion. 
It travelled three miles on the Aerial Tramway to 
the dumping ground on Cameron Island where 
the empty buckets returned to the mine.  Four 
legged towers, ranging from 10 - 50 feet in height 
according to the slope to the waterfront, supported 
the cable, which was powered by a donkey engine 
at the mine. It was against the Company rules, but 
Samuel occasionally took a quick ride to town in 
a coal bucket.

Samuel not only mined but also acted as a 
tracklayer, one of the most sought after jobs. The 
1881 census lists him as a blacksmith so his work 
was varied. He spent some summers packing 
supplies for the HBC in canoes on the Stikine 
River. On July 27th 1897, he left on The Islander for The Islander for The Islander
the Klondike with about 50 other Nanaimo men. 
With him were his friends George Muir, Albert 
Meakin and Thomas Hunter. Hundreds were at 

Samuel Thompson
Held by Family

The Thompson Descendants

Samuel Thompson
Held by Family

Notes:

41. Vancouver Sun, 25 
March 1944, p. 5.

42. Ibid.
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the wharf to see them off with the Silver Cornet 
Band playing farewell songs. The miners replied 
with “Good Night Ladies” as the boat sailed from 
Johnson’s Wharf. Unlike many already on the 
boat, the Nanaimo contingent went well equipped 
with small pack carts and some with horses and 
mules.43 Samuel found it more profi table to pack 
supplies than to search for gold.

One of Samuel’s most rewarding experiences 
was when he was invited to light the huge bonfi re 
in 1945, when all the wooden remains of the old 
mine on Protection Island were burned. The fi re 
could be seen as far away as Vancouver.

Samuel married Melissa Cochrane whose 
family had a farm in Cassidy near today’s 
Nanaimo Airport. Her family had travelled across 
the continent in a covered wagon, following 
the Oregon Trail. Their marriage resulted in 
four children, Samuel Henry born in 1884,
Ethel born at Wellington in 1888, Olive in 
1892 and Viola in 1896. Ethel married William 
Barraclough and their interest in Nanaimo’s 

history resulted in much early material being 
preserved and recorded. Viola had been assistant 
agent for the Canadian Pacifi c Railroad at 
Nanaimo for fourteen years when she married 
Clarence Wilcox a popular streetcar conductor 
in Victoria.44

Ethel and William’s children, Lila Smith and 
Edward Barraclough continued the family interest 
in Nanaimo history though their activities with the 
Museum and Historical Society.

Reminiscing, Edward remembered the 
wooden tub fi lled with water from a copper boiler 
on the stove that grandmother Melissa had waiting 
for Samuel each night, and the buried crock in 
the basement where she cooled her butter. His 
grandfather was a crack shot and always brought 
home a prize turkey for Christmaas from the local 
turkey shoots.

Rosehill Street was originally named 
“Thompson” after the family.

Melissa died on September 10th 1929, and 
Samuel on June 6th 1946.

Bruno and Mary Ann 
Mellado
Wedding Day
(see history starting 
on the following 
page)
Provided by Laura 
Gordon

Notes:

43. NDFP, 27 and 30 July 
1897, p.1.

44. Barraclough, Edward. 
Address: Princess Royal 
Day 1990.
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Bruno and Mary Ann 
Thompson
British Columbia 
Wedding License, 
Number 1
First  Page
August 1871
BCARS MS-0086
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It was on August 14th 1871, that the fi rst 
marriage license in the new province of British 
Columbia was issued to Bruno Mellado and 
MARY ANN THOMPSON by Sir Joseph Trutch. 
Bruno had been born in Santiago, Chile, on 
October 19th 1843, and Mary Ann in Nanaimo 
on February 28th 1856. Bruno’s family lived 
in Esquimalt where he studied drafting and 
architecture. Hired by Robert Dunsmuir and later 
by Canadian Collieries (Dunsmuir Ltd.), he came 
to Nanaimo where he built the fi rst government 
school on Crace Street. He also built the Identical 
Saloon for James McKay Sabiston in 1871.45

The marriage was a romantic elopement 
recorded in the Daily British Colonist and the 
Victoria Chronicle, August 23rd 1871, in the rd 1871, in the rd

following manner:

“On Sunday afternoon - better the day better 
the deed, - a young couple whose hearts had 
been pierced by Cupid’s darts, embarked in 
a canoe at Nanaimo and were paddled to 
Victoria with all the speed with which the 
brawny arms of four Indians could propel 

the frail bark. They travelled all Sunday and 
Monday and yesterday in the afternoon46 a 
license was procured and the happy pair were 
made one at Mr. Alex Young’s residence.”47made one at Mr. Alex Young’s residence.”47made one at Mr. Alex Young’s residence.”

Mary Ann was fi fteen when they eloped. 
They returned to Nanaimo but there is no record of 
what the family thought about the marriage. Bruno 
continued building in Nanaimo until after 1881. 
During this time he bought a farm at Nanoose. 
They then moved to Cumberland where Bruno 
worked for the Dunsmuirs. They had at least 
twelve children but only six daughters and two 
sons reached maturity. A number of their children 
died in a diphtheria epidemic during which time 
the family was quarantined. Mary Ann used to 
tell her grandchildren that she had to pass her 
dead babies through the window for her husband 
to take them for burial.  Life was not easy for the 
young mother.

The marriage was a long and happy one. 
Bruno Mellado died on August 4th 1922 in 
Yakima, Washington. Mary Ann is believed to 
have died soon after.

Bruno and Mary Ann 
Thompson
British Columbia 
Wedding License, 
Number 1
Second  Page
August 1871
BCARS MS-0086

Notes:

45. Daily Colonist, August 
1871.

46. The paper was in 
error, the license had been 
procured by Bruno two 
weeks earlier.

47. Rosa Mellado, Bruno’s 
mother, had remarried a 
teamster, Alex Young, after 
her first husband died.
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Invitation and 
Mellado Family 
Photograph 
provided by Ruby 
Mitchell

In August 1971 the family celebrated the 
100th anniversary of this special wedding at the 
home of Bruno and Mary Ann’s grand-daughter, 
Laura Gordon, of Campbell River.

Flora Coven, the only living child of the 
Mellados, was guest of honour. The marriage 
license was on display and the decision was made 
to place it in the Provincial Archives (BCARS) in 
Victoria.48

Notes:

48. Daily Colonist, 17 
October 1971. p.3.
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Matthew and Caroline Miller

Top: Matthew  & 
Caroline Miller
Nanaimo District 
Museum, photo fi le 
I1-72 & I1-73

Below Left: Matthew 
and Caroline Miller 
with Charles and 
William
Nanaimo District 
Museum, photo fi le 
I2-50

Notes:

   49. Register of the Church 
of St. Mary, Kingswinford, 
Staffordshire, and Parish 
Registers of Brierley Hill.

50. NCA, HBC fonds, 
Nanaimo Memoranda 1856.

51. BCARS, Nanaimo 
School District, Cornelius 
Bryant Register of 
Attendance Nanaimo 
“Colonial” School 1862-1866. 
GR-2070 File 1K.

52. Ibid.

53. Ibid.

54. Bate, Mark, 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP 6 April 
1907.

55. Ibid.

56. Cecelia, sister of James 
Douglas and wife of David 
Cameron, Chief Justice of 
Vancouver Island.

57. Bate, Mark, “Brief 
Descriptive Notes of 
Nanaimo in 1874” NDFP 
1924.

58. NFP, 5 August 1882.

Ma t t h e w 
M i l l e r , 
age 25, 

and his wife Caroline, 24, sailed on the Princess 
Royal with their daughters, six year old Elizabeth Royal with their daughters, six year old Elizabeth Royal
and two year old Sarah Jane. The family may have 
resided in Dudley, but moved from there, as there 
are few references to them in the area.49

On arrival in Nanaimo they shared a house 
on today’s Chapel Street with the Gough family. 
Later they moved to one of the earliest built log 
cabins on Front Street, originally occupied by the 
Robert Dunsmuirs.

Early records of the Miller family in 
Nanaimo have been diffi cult to trace, as their 
stay was short after Matthew completed his fi ve-
year indenture. In 1856 he was amongst several 
Princess Royal miners who travelled to Victoria to Princess Royal miners who travelled to Victoria to Princess Royal
petition Governor Douglas to make alterations to 
their contract work.50

In 1859, schoolteacher Cornelius Bryant 
lists the Miller girls in his daybook as two of his 
pupils.51 That same year, in June, Matthew was 
teaching a mixed class of boys and girls in the 
Methodist Sunday School.52 Elizabeth, Sarah Jane 
and Nanaimo-born Anna Maria Miller all attended 
this Sunday School. On May 3rd 1864, Bryant rd 1864, Bryant rd

recorded that William Miller, age 6, left school.53

We can therefore assume that oldest son William 
was born in 1858. A second son, Charles, was 
born in Nanaimo on April 16th 1862. The next two 
known children were born in the United States: 
Alfred, then Ellen in 1865.

Matthew Miller was a fi rst class miner, 
continuing his work until he was 70. He took 
part in the sinking of the fi rst Nanaimo pits.54 On 
the social side he was very musical. One of his 
prized possessions was his violoncello, brought 
with him from Dudley. It is most likely that he 
entertained the passengers aboard the Princess 
Royal, and encouraged them to raise their fi ne 
voices in accompaniment. It is also possible 
that he played for the hymns sung at the Sunday 
services conducted by Captain Wishart. Mark 

Bate says that in Nanaimo Matthew was one of 
the performers at the dances in the HBC’s mess 
room.55 Governor Douglas’s daughters and his 
sister Cecelia Cameron56 danced to the music.

After some years in California and Oregon, 
the Millers returned to Nanaimo and are listed 
in the 1881 census. Charles, 19, Alfred, 16, and 
Ellen, 14, were all living at their parents’ home on 
Haliburton Street. William had recently married 
Harriet Hawkes and they lived nearby. The four 
Miller men were listed as miners and Anglicans.

The Millers had a fi ne orchard of cherries, 
plums and pears. However, the Haliburton Street 
boys were taking the best of the crop. One day, 
Matthew went out with a pail of water and a brush 
and gave the fruit a coating, saying audibly “I’ll 
give the young rascals a dose that will make them 
yell, that I will.”57 The ruse worked for a time.

Caroline Miller died on August 4th 1882, 
after a lengthy illness.58 Matthew remarried a Mrs. 
Smith and had another daughter, and a son Joseph 
who was born on May 25th 1886. Joseph married 
Jane Bane Scott on October 16th 1911.

Matthew Miller died in 1913. He and 
Caroline were buried in the Old Pioneer Cemetery, 
the full records have been lost.
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Matthew and Caroline Miller
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ELIZABETH and SARAH JANE are 
thought to have stayed in the United 
States when the family returned to 

Nanaimo. ELLEN married Joseph Baker, 
teamster and wharfinger for the Vancouver 
Coal Company. Joseph was the son of Princess 
Royal passengers George and Maryann 
Baker. The Joseph Bakers had four children, 
a daughter born on February 6th 1884: and 
sons on May 9th 1888, December 5th 1890 
and October 6th 1903.59 Ellen died at a young 
age and Joseph and his children moved to the 
United States

Nanaimo-born WILLIAM married 
Harriet Hawkes, daughter of Princess Royal
passengers Thomas and Mary Hawkes. 
William signed the Nanaimo Petition against 
the Provincial Government Bill known as the 
“Settlement Act”. This family had three girls 
born in Nanaimo, Ida, Charlotte “Lottie” and 
Molly, before they moved to San Francisco.

CHARLES began working in the 
Nanaimo mines while he was still a teenager. 
He progressed to become an engineer for the 
Western Fuel Company and worked on the coal 
train between Wellington and Departure Bay. 
He was a member of the Nanaimo Branch of the 
Ancient Order of Foresters.

On October 1st 1881, Charles married 
Sarah Jane Pargeter,60 daughter of James and 
Elizabeth Pargeter. They had four children.  
The eldest was Amelia Caroline “Birdie” 
born August 1st 1882. On August 2nd 1902 she 
married Ernest Charles Hygh. They lived to 
celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary before 
Ernest died on January 19th 1968 and Amelia on 
Christmas Day 1969.

There were two daughters from this 
marriage, Elva May, born February 13th 1906, 
and Beulah, born 1914 (see photo next page). 
Beulah died in 1936 after a lengthy illness. On 
July 30th 1927, Elva secretly married Sherman 
Deno (see photo next page). They were both 
employed by Spencers (later Eaton’s), which 
did not allow marriages between employees.

Elva and Sherman were very active in 
the community, both serving on the executive 
of the Air Cadets. Sherman was a member 
of the Departure Bay School Board and was 
chairman of supplies for the Nanaimo School 
Board after the 1946 amalgamation. Together 
they ran a store and Post Offi ce in Departure 
Bay. They raised fi sh fi ngerlings at Qualicum 
for the Biological Station. Elva worked for 
the Vancouver Island Exhibition for over 
forty years, and was a Life Member. She was 

Amelia and Ernest 
Hygh
Nanaimo District 
Museum, photo fi le 
I2-43

Charles and Sarah 
(Pargeter) Miller
Held by Family

Notes:

59. Nanaimo Family History 
Society. “Surname Index 
of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths from 1874-1892.” 
Compiled from the NDFP 
and Mrs. Laurie Fox.

60. Sarah Jane, daughter of 
Princess Royal passenger 
Lavinia Fudge Malpass.

The Miller Descendants
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always active in preserving Nanaimo’s history 
as a member of the Historical Society, the 
Pioneer Society, the Native Daughters, Heritage 
Advisory Committee and Centennial Museum. 
Widowed in 1978 she died March 2nd 2001.

Charles’ next daughter was Vietta, born 
October 14th 1889. She married carpenter 
Wilfred Dean of Seattle and they had one 
daughter Winnifred. Winnifred’s daughter 
Loretta Bolin lives on Bainbridge Island. Vietta 
died in Seattle on July 26th 1952.

The third daughter, Olive, was born 
September 22nd 1893. She married Arthur 
Hourston of Vancouver on July 10th 1920. They 
had two children, Charles and Dorothy. Olive 
died December 13th 1992 aged 99.

Charles’ only son, Charles Clarence, was 
born July 10th 1898. He grew up in Vancouver 
as Charles and Sarah had moved there in 1909. 
He married Dorothy “Dolly” Hatchon. He died 
on March 30th 1949, survived by a son Albert. 
Charles died on April 27th 1932 and Sarah 
Jane on June 30th 1939. They are buried in 
Vancouver.

Of the remainder of the Matthew Miller 
family we know very little. A daughter, POLLY, 
died a spinster in San Francisco. ALFRED 
moved to California and had a family.

Bottom Left:
Elva and Beulah 
Hygh
NDM, photo fi le 
12-17

 Bottom Right:
Elva and Sherman 
Deno
Held by family
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Of the families who came to Nanaimo from 
Staffordshire, Joseph and Naomi Webb 
were two people whose ties with Brierley 

Hill itself went back several generations, whereas 
many of the others came from surrounding villages. 
They were married on August 24th 1851.61

Naomi, christened on December 17th 

1830,62 was the second daughter of Jeremiah 
Westwood and Susannah Dowes. Joseph was the 
son of Joseph and Rhoda Webb, who had three 
of their children and many of their grandchildren 
eventually emigrate to Nanaimo.

On arrival here the Webbs shared a double 
house with George and Maryann Baker63 and 
the Baker’s nine-month-old daughter Esther 
Elizabeth.64 Within a year they moved to quarters 
in the end of the schoolhouse at Skinner and 
Commercial Streets, next to today’s Palace Hotel.

Joseph was one of the miners who went to 
Bellingham Bay in July 1856. Naomi followed a 

few days later, boarding a scow anchored outside 
Nanaimo harbour.65 They came back in September 
with John Baker,66 and Joseph again worked as a 
miner to complete his fi ve-year indenture with the 
HBC. At the end of that time he contracted with 
Elijah Ganner to take pillars from an abandoned 
shaft.

In 1861 he bought a half interest in Auguste 
Pujol’s Miner’s Hotel. It had the only liquor license 
in Nanaimo other than that held by the HBC store. 
Pujol left Nanaimo and sold his half interest to 
contractor Richard Nightingale. The Nightingale-
Webb partnership was of short duration and Webb 
became the sole proprietor. Mrs Webb made a 
great success of the dining room. Joseph continued 
to prosper. He was able to buy the hotel land from 
the Vancouver Coal Mining & Land Company. It 
had previously been leased from the HBC.67 In the 
1870s he sold a small portion of this land to the 
Masonic Building Association. The present Ashlar 

Joseph and Naomi Webb

Joseph Webb
Held by Family

Naomi Webb
Nanaimo District 
Museum, photo fi le 
I1-253

Notes:

61. IGI, England, Worcester, 
1981.

62. Ibid.

63. Bate, Mark. 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP, 13 April 
1907.

64. HBCA-PAM, Robinson, 
George. A10/35 Paper 308.

65. NCA, HBC fonds, 
Nanaimo Memoranda 1855-
1857 July 14 and 19, 1856.

66. Ibid. September 1856.

67. Bate, Mark. 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP, 23 March 
1907.
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Lodge Masonic Building stands on this property.
Joseph was known as “Joe the Dandy” for he 

was meticulous in his dress. He taught a class in 
the fi rst Methodist Sunday school but with Naomi 
later joined the Anglican Church. He had a good 
voice and loved to sing sentimental ballads. His 
motto was:

“Speak of a man as you fi nd him,
And censure alone what you see;
And should a man blame, let’s remind him
From faults there are none of us free.”68From faults there are none of us free.”68From faults there are none of us free.”

In 1873 Mrs. Webb’s father Jeremiah, now 
a widower, came to visit them and stayed for 
two years. The Webbs honoured Jeremiah with 
a community picnic on the Millstone grounds 
on his 68th birthday, followed by a dance at the 
hotel. Jeremiah remembering “Cottage Hospitals” 
in England gave a concert to start a fund for a 
hospital in Nanaimo. This raised $120. Another 
picnic was given in May 1875 by the Nanaimo 
residents to say farewell to Jeremiah and bon 
voyage to the Webbs who were returning to 
England for a holiday. The newly formed Nanaimo 
Brass Band cheered them as they left the docks.69

Peter Sabiston managed the Hotel in their absence. 

From Victoria they sailed on Arkwright, which ran 
into a severe storm and was badly damaged. The 
Webbs transferred at sea to a ship bound for San 
Francisco and there caught the next steamer bound 
for England.70

In the 1880s Joseph erected a two-story 
addition to the Miner’s Hotel, which now became 
the Miner’s Exchange Hotel. The old part of 
the building was used by Edward Quennell as 
a butcher shop. Naomi continued to manage the 
restaurant until her death on July 12th 1883, at the 
age of 53. Leaving his nephew David in charge, 
Joseph returned to England where he married 
Dorcas, who came from Brierley Hill.

Joseph served a term on the City Council 
and was also involved in a number of business 
ventures. One of the less successful was “The 
People’s Navigation Company” in which he was 
a shareholder. Peter Sabiston bought Amelia in 
California for the company as a steamer for the 
Victoria-Nanaimo run, but she did not prove 
profi table. Joseph had property in many areas of 
Nanaimo, including a two-acre lot on Haliburton 
Street, known as “Webb’s Orchard”, which 
became a market garden to supply the hotel. 
He later leased it to his niece’s husband, James 

Joseph Webb’s hotel, 
The Miner’s Hotel. 
He later changed 
the name to Miner’s 
Exchange.
Nanaimo District 
Museum, photo fi le 
C3-77

Notes:

68. Ibid.

69. NFP, May 1875.

70. Bate, Mark. 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP, 23 March 
1907.
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Pargeter. In 1888 he sold the hotel and moved to 
Dunsmuir Street.

In the late 1880s he began making frequent 
trips to San Francisco, supposedly for holidays, 
alone or with Dorcas. In the latter part of 1888 he 
entered hospital there, where he died from throat 
cancer on January 15th 1889. As he had requested, 
Dorcas brought his body back to Nanaimo for 
burial.

Dorcas later married her neighbour Henry 
Rawlinson on November 16th 1892. She died on 
December 23rd 1903 at the age of 60.rd 1903 at the age of 60.rd

It is from Joseph’s will, dated September 
1888, that we learn much family background. 
His estate was large. His household and goods 
he left to Dorcas, for her sole and separate use, 
free from control of any husband. He must have 
believed that she would remarry, for she was an 
attractive woman only in her mid-forties. She was 
to receive the rents and profi ts from the Central 
Hotel (another name change), the Butcher’s Shop, 
the Bakery and Dry Goods Store. These were to 
be sold after her death and divided as shown later 
in the will.

To his sister Dame71 Rhoda Porter he left 
$20 in each quarter for the rest of her life. To 
his sister Lavinia Fudge Malpass he left $50 in 
each and every quarter during her life. To his 
brother Edwin Webb $50 every half year; to his 
father-in-law Jeremiah $50 every half year to be 
paid to John Westwood (Naomi’s brother) for 
his father’s keep. He left $1000 to Mrs. James 
Pargeter (nee Elizabeth Anne Fudge, daughter of 
Lavinia Malpass’ fi rst marriage to Joseph Fudge). 
With this money she built a new home on Victoria 
Road.

The remainder of his estate in stocks and 
securities, and money derived from the sale of 
properties, he left in equal shares to Dame Cary 
Morton, daughter of Moses Webb; to his nephew 
Daniel Haden of Stourbridge; to the children of 
Lavinia Malpass and Mary Ann Rowe; and to his 
brothers-in-law John Westwood of Brockmoor 
and Joseph Westwood. Witnesses to the will were 
Lucy Bate and Eleanor Rawlinson.72

This detailed rendering of Joseph’s will 
serves to remind us how interwoven the early 
Nanaimo families became in a very short time. 

Names of pioneers crop up constantly as research 
unfolds. The Webbs also played an important part 
in bringing out other members of their family in the 
early 1860s and fi nding them jobs. Many people in 
Nanaimo can trace their ancestry to families who 
came here soon after the Princess Royal settlers, Princess Royal settlers, Princess Royal
and it is clear that favourable reports of life here 
soon travelled back to England. Amongst those 
soon to arrive was Moses Webb, Joseph’s brother. 
His wife, like several of those who did not travel 
in 1854, had been pregnant at that date, with their 
fi rst child David.73 By the time Mrs. Webb felt she 
could travel there were two other children, Josiah, 
born in 1858, and Lavina Caroline born in 1862.74

Her descendants are still in Nanaimo.
They travelled out on the clipper Napoleon 

III, which arrived in Victoria in January 1864. III, which arrived in Victoria in January 1864. III
It carried not only the Webb family members, 
including a nephew Mr. Timmins, but also 
William and Phoebe Elizabeth Raybould, and 
Phoebe’s sister-in-law, Mrs. Noah Shakespeare 
who was to join her husband. Mr. Earl, Nanaimo’s 
future Postmaster was also a passenger. All these 
people played prominent parts in the city’s history. 
Some have left us with mysteries as to their fi nal 
days. For example, records of the deaths of Moses 
Webb and his wife have not yet been found. For 
others, there is ample evidence of their importance 
to the town. Life aboard Napoleon IIIto the town. Life aboard Napoleon IIIto the town. Life aboard  was also a  Napoleon III was also a  Napoleon III
great deal kinder than on the Princess Royal ten Princess Royal ten Princess Royal
years earlier.

Notes:

71. Dame is a courtesy title 
usually for women who were 
widowed.

72. Cloverdale Library, Wills, 
Book 5.

73. BCARS, Nanaimo School 
District, Cornelius Bryant 
Register of Attendance 
Nanaimo “Colomial” School 
1862-1866; GR-2070 File 1K

74. Bible held by Webb Family.
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On board the Princess Royal twenty six Princess Royal twenty six Princess Royal
year old Daniel Dunn was appointed 
assistant to the cook and did not strike 

with the other landsmen. Daniel was among the 
miners who left for Bellingham in 1856 and like 
the others he returned to Nanaimo. Bate said that 
he was a good miner.75 Daniel’s good qualities 
became evident when a child worked itself 
through an aperture near the Miner’s Hotel. This 
opening connected to a drift with workings of an 
old mine. Daniel went down a rope and rescued 
the child.76 By 1880 he was a labourer about 
town. He was often reprimanded for supplying 
liquor to the Indians: “Daniel Dunn, came again 
to judgement for supplying liquor to Indians, 
and was fi ned $50 or a month in the Queen’s 
Hotel....”77 a frequently used term for the local jail.  
Two Staffordshire men, William Raybould and 
Mark Bate, showed leniency toward him when he 
continuously promised better behaviour. Daniel 
died in Nanaimo Hospital on May 4th 1888,78 and 

was buried at the city’s expense.
All early records of Eliza Anne say that she 

loved to sing and dance. When Dr. Benson arrived 
in Nanaimo on February 17th 1857, he moved 
into the former home of Dr. Thomas next door to 
the Dunns. Family stories say that Eliza was an 
herbalist and that she helped Dr. Benson. However, 
according to Mark Bate and Dr. Helmecken, Dr. 
Benson prescribed a mixture of salts and senna for 
every ailment. Rev. J. Good, his neighbour, wrote: 
“the only medicine he kept in stock was a bag of 
senna and another of salts.” However he and Dr. 
Helmecken had grown medicinal plants in Victoria 
and wrote regarding them to specialists in London. 
Perhaps Eliza helped with such a garden.

Without a family, fun-loving Eliza was 
probably unhappy in Nanaimo for she moved to 
San Francisco. She must have obtained a divorce 
as she married sailor Robert Talfor (Talfar) and 
had at least two children, ROBERT and ELAINE 
MARION. Mr. Talfor was Scottish and taught 
his children the legends of his Ayrshire family. 
He encouraged Elaine to play the bagpipes and 
she became the only young lady to play this 
instrument professionally. She won many honours 
at Caledonian games. Naturally musical she 
easily learned to play six different instruments, 
especially the violin. She was also known for her 
championship Highland dancing.

Robert Talfor, a hoisting engineer on the 
coal boats between Nanaimo and San Francisco, 
died when Elaine was young. By 1899 Eliza Anne 
and Elaine were in Victoria. She believed: “the 
Almighty would destroy San Francisco because 
of its increasing wickedness.”79 Elaine joined 
with a Mr. E. Rochon to open a dancing academy. 
In Victoria she met James Russell an apprentice 
blacksmith at Albion Iron Works. They married 
and moved to Nanaimo. Mark Bate notes that Eliza 
Anne was back in Nanaimo by September 23rd

1907. She died here in January 1913, aged 85.80

The Russells had fi ve boys. Elaine died in 
the 1918 fl u epidemic on November 2nd that year. nd that year. nd

Robert, the eldest son worked for the Canadian 
Bakeries in Nanaimo. Jack worked with the Lytton 
department of Highways. Gordon was a bridge 
builder in the interior and William a jeweller in 
Port Alberni.

Elaine Russell and her 
three eldest boys
 Held by Family

Notes:

75. Bate, Mark. 
“Reminiscences of Early 
Nanaimo” NDFP, 23 February 
1907.

76. NFP, 1880.

77. NFP, 8 December 1885.

78. NFP, 4 May 1888.

79. The Family Scrapbook. 
Mr. David Russell has 
provided further information.

80. Nanaimo Cemetery 
Records.

Daniel and Eliza Dunn
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David, began his career as a paper boy 
and then worked for the Canadian Bakeries as a 
salesman between Nanaimo and Departure Bay. 
He continued salesmanship with the W.H. Malkin 
Company. He joined the Royal Canadian Army 
Dental Corps during World War II. Upon discharge 
he took a watchmakers course at Vancouver 
Technical School and then worked at his brother’s 

jewellery store as repairman and bookkeeper. In 
1960 he became purchasing agent for Port Alberni 
City, a job he held for 22 years. 

Daniel and Eliza Anne Dunn

©  Peggy Nicholls      
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